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“Home on the Range” 


Kirke Mecuem 


HE night Franklin D. Roosevelt was first elected president a 

group of reporters sang “Home on the Range” on his doorstep 
in New York City. He asked them to repeat it, and made the 
statement, so it was said, that it was his favorite song. Later he 
often listened to the ballad at the White House, and it was reported 
that at Warm Springs he frequently led his guests in singing it. 

Stories of the President’s approval soon made “Home on the 
Range” one of the country’s hit songs. By 1934 it had moved to the 
top on the radio, where it stayed for six months. Everybody sang 
it, from Lawrence Tibbett to the smallest entertainer. Radio chains, 
motion picture companies, phonograph record concerns and music 
publishers had a field day—all free of royalties, for there was no 
copyright and the author was unknown. 

At its peak the song was literally sung around the world. Writing 
from Bucharest, William L. White, son of William Allen White of 
Kansas, said: 

They all know American songs, which is pleasant if you are tired of wars 
and little neutral capitals, and are just possibly homesick. And the nicest 
thing of all is that every one of them knows Home on the Range and for the 
equivalent of one United States quarter in the local money you can get them 
to play it over and over during the evening while you sprawl back on the soft 
leather cushions and drink beer and think about Chase County, Kansas, or 
your lost youth or some of the girls you used to know.! 

Even in the Antarctic, the penguins heard how the deer and the 
antelope play. When Admiral Richard E. Byrd was asked how he 
had passed the time during the six months when he was alone at 
the South Pole, he said: 


1. John Lomax, “‘Half-Million Dollar Song,’’ The Southwest Review, Dallas, Tex., v. 31 
(1945), p. 3. Lomax is here quoting from the Dallas News of May 24, 1940. 


(313) 
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For entertainment I took with me an old style Edison phonograph and a 
few favorite records. After I had read my instruments and had written up my 
records for each day during the early months of my stay, I gave myself daily 
concerts, always playing the song that tells about the land of sunshine where 
the sky is not cloudy all day. Later, when the cold grew more intense, my 
phonograph, operated by a spring, froze up and wouldn’t go. I couldn’t even 
play my favorite record, so I found myself breaking the loneliness by singing 
“Home on the Range” against the cold, bleak darkness of the South Pole.2 

Such sudden and world-wide success was probably never equalled 
by another song. Then even more suddenly every radio station in 
the United States was warned to take “Home on the Range” off 
the air. A suit for infringement of copyright had been filed in the 
courts of New York for half a million dollars against 35 individuals 
and corporations, including the National Broadcasting Company 
and many large publishing houses. The suit was brought in 1934 
in the name of William and Mary Goodwin of Tempe, Ariz. They 
claimed that Goodwin had written the words of a song entitled “An 
Arizona Home,” and Mrs. Goodwin the melody, and that the copy- 
right had been registered on February 27, 1905. This, they de- 
clared, was the parent of “Home on the Range.” ® 

The song at once ceased to be published or recorded or sung by 
professional singers. The defense of the suit was taken over by the 
Music Publishers Protective Association. Samuel Moanfeldt, a 
New York lawyer, was employed to investigate the claimants and 
to discover if possible the origins of the words and music. This was 
an assignment that started him on a three-months’ tour of nearly 
every state west of the Mississippi. 

At the outset, Moanfeldt discovered that all popular versions of 
the song could be traced to 1910 and the researches of one man. 
This was John Lomax, whose experiences as a collector of folk music 
are as fascinating as the songs he gathered. 

Lomax grew up in Texas near the old Chisholm trail and as a boy 
wrote down many of the cowboy songs. He attended the University 
of Texas, where an English professor once told him the songs were 
worthless. “Just another example of the crudity of America,” the 
professor said. But later, at Harvard, their value was recognized 
and Lomax was given a three-year traveling fellowship. This con- 
firmed him in his career. For 40 years he combed America for its 
native music: Through the cypress swamps of the South, in the 
Kentucky mountains, among sailors on the Great Lakes, in peni- 
tentiaries, saloons and lonely bunkhouses. The result is now in 


2. Ibid., p. 2. 
8. Ibid., p. 3. 
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the Library of Congress: 10,000 of Lomax’s own phonograph rec- 
ords and another 10,000 which his example inspired, all available to 
the public at cost. 

The first by-product of Lomax’s work was a book printed in 1910, 
called Cowboy Songs. This, as Moanfeldt learned, was the pub- 
lication which may have saved “Home on the Range” from 
oblivion. Lomax’s account of how he recorded it was among his 
favorite stories. Writing in The Southwest Review, he said: 


On a summer day in 1908 I walked into the Buckhorn Saloon in San An- 
tonio lugging a heavy Edison recording machine. It was the earliest, crudest 
type of a dictaphone, requiring for its operation earphones and a large five- 
foot horn. The amazed German proprietor stared at my strange equipment 
and hastily put his hand under the counter where he was supposed to keep 
his arsenal of democracy. When I assured him I was looking for cowboy 
songs his face relaxed. . . . AsI sipped a glass of beer, I noticed on the bar 
a stack of broadsides titled “Hell in Texas.” . . . It turned out my friend 
had two hobbies: He was interested in ballads and on the walls of his saloon 
hung one of the world’s largest collections of horns. I had come to the 
right place. 


Lomax commented on the “Hell in Texas” broadsides, whereupon 
the proprietor told him an old Texas story, with a new twist. It 
was about how Gen. Phil Sheridan, when a young lieutenant sta- 
tioned in San Antonio, had said that if he owned both Texas and 
Hell, he would rent out Texas and live in Hell. To which a Texan 
retorted, “Well, damn a man that won’t stand up for his own coun- 
try.” Continuing his story, Lomax wrote: 

Then . . . [the proprietor] told me of a Negro singer who ran a beer 
saloon out beyond the Southern Pacific depot in a scrubby mesquite grove. 
This Negro had been a camp cook for years and had made the trip up the 
Chisholm Trail half a dozen times. Moreover, he claimed to have cooked for 
Sam Bass’s outfit. “He can give you a lot of cowboy songs if you can get him 
to sing,” said my friend. 

That same afternoon I found my man behind his saloon shack with his 
hat pulled down over his eyes, his head tilted back against a mesquite tree. 
When I shook him awake and told him what I wanted he muttered, as he 
looked at me with bleary eyes, “I’se drunk. Come back tomorrow and I'll 
sing for you.” 

I spent all the next day under the mesquite with this Negro. Among the 
songs he sang for me was “Home on the Range,” the first time I had heard 
the melody. 

From the record I made that day down in the Negro red-light district 
(they used stolen switch lanterns to advertise the trade), Henry Leberman, 
a blind teacher of music at the State School for the Blind in Austin, a few 
weeks afterwards set down the music. Leberman used earphones and played 
the record over and over again until he felt sure that he had captured the music 
as the Negro saloonkeeper had rendered it. This music, printed in the 1910 
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edition of Cowboy Songs, makes up the core of the tune that has become 
popular. 

For twenty years the song remained unnoticed among twenty-seven other 
cowboy songs, the music of which Henry Leberman also wrote out for my 
=a 

In 1925 Oscar J. Fox of San Antonio first put the song into sheet-music 
form. Five years afterwards David Guion of Dallas followed with another 
arrangement. During the next six years eight other publishers of music issued 
the song in a slightly different musical dress. All followed closely the words 
and tune and order of stanzas I first printed in 1910.4 

This story, though it indicated that the song was known long be- 
fore the Goodwin copyright of 1905, was not evidence Moanfeldt 
could take into court. News of the lawsuit, however, had brought 
in many letters, and among them one from a Chicago woman who 
stated that in 1880 the song had been sung regularly by the pupils 
of the Stanberry Normal School in Missouri, which she had at- 
tended.’ Since this was the earliest date so far ascribed to the 
song, Moanfeldt began interviewing the old graduates whose names 
she gave him. Several made affidavits that before 1890 “Home on 
the Range” had been sung at meetings of their Crescent society, 
without printed words or music, like a folk song. 

These interviews convinced Moanfeldt that the ballad had orig- 
inated in the cowboy country. He went to Dodge City, where he 
talked with ex-cowboys, ex-cooks of cowboy camps, ex-stagecoach 
drivers and old-time buffalo hunters. They gave him signed state- 
ments that it had been well-known in the cow camps prior to 1890, 
and he reported: 

The number of people who furnished such statements satisfied me that we 
would have sufficient proof for the purpose of defense of this suit to defeat 
the action even at this point, and my next step was directed to establishing 
the author or authors of the verses and music of “Home on the Range.” In 
this connection, the story of “Colorado Home” . . . became of importance. 

I therefore went to Leadville, Colorado, which is three miles from Orro 
City, named as the locale where the writing of “Colorado Home” took place. 

This song is one of the earliest examples of the plagiarism which 
“Home on the Range” has always inspired. It was published with 
music long before any other version. As late as 1945, Sigmund 
Spaeth, nationally known as the “tune detective,” stated his belief 
that it was the original. A Colorado senator once had it printed in 
the Congressional Record as a product of the state. Spaeth’s ac- 


4. Ibid., pp. 1, 2. 


5. Moanfeldt, “Report.” Samuel Moanfeldt’s report to the Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Association, a copy of which he presented to the Kansas State Historical Society. As an 
interesting example of the legal mind doing historical research, it is printed in full at the 
end of this article. 
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count of the so-called composition of this song appeared in the 
Rotarian. He wrote: 


It was the late Kenneth S. Clark, Princeton’s favorite musical son, who dug 
up the story under Home on the Range. In the middle ’80s a group of pros- 
pectors, headed by C. O. (“Bob”) Swartz . . ., lived in a cabin—which 
they called the Junk Lane Hotel—near Leadville, Colorado. All musical, they 
filled their evenings with friendly and often improvised harmony. On a night 
early in 1885 they worked out a melody and set words to it to create the song 
which the world now sings as Home on the Range. They, however, called it 
Colorado Home. 

A letter from Bob Swartz to his “Dear Folks,” dated February 15, 1885, 
describes the event and gives the complete words and music, which are al- 
most identical with those of Home on the Range as it is known today. There 
are slight differences in the melodic line, and it was only later that the text 
acquired a definite cowboy slant. But the song is all there in the faded yellow 
letter which Bob’s sister, Mrs. Laura M. Anderson, discovered among her be- 
longings in 1930. . . . 

Upon finding Bob’s letter . . ., Mrs. Anderson sent him a copy of it. 
In his reply, dated November 14, 1930, he said he could still see “the whole 
gang setting around on soap boxes & on the bed, all trying to make the lines 
rhime so they sounded like poetry. ny 


Spaeth closed his article with this comment: 

In its issue for July 30, 1945, Life magazine makes the rather astonishing 
statement that Home on the Range was written by a “Dr. Brewster Higley” 
in a Kansas cabin, in 1873; that Dan Kelley, of Gaylord, made up the tune on 
his guitar. I have seen nothing yet that would cause me to desert the Swartz 
story.6 

Moanfeldt’s account of his researches on “Colorado Home” take up 
over two pages in his report. This was not because he thought it 
the original but because it helped disprove the priority of “An 
Arizona Home.” Already he had received many letters which 
pointed to Kansas. One of these was from a woman who owned a 
scrapbook containing an article which indicated that “Home on the 
Range” had appeared in the Smith County Pioneer in 1873. He 
went to see her and discovered that her article was a reprint. He 
then went to Smith Center, sure that he could locate one of the orig- 
inal copies. But it turned out that this issue, which would have 
settled all controversy, was missing from the Pioneer’s files. Some- 
time after 1914, when the reprint was made, it had been lost or 
destroyed. A reward of $25 was offered for a copy, but none has 
ever come to light. 

To some, including Sigmund Spaeth, this 1914 reprint was suspect 
and never acceptable as evidence that the song antedated “Colorado 


= Sigmund Spaeth, ‘Home on the Range,” Rotarian, Chicago, v. 67 (November, 1945), 














318 Kansas HistoricaL QUARTERLY 


Home.” But to Moanfeldt, the comments of the 1914 editor made 
it authentic, for he had written: 


The writer well remembers when this song first came out and was well and 
intimately acquainted with the author. . . . Its cheering words helped 
to dispel the gloom of the “Grasshopper Days” and the writer can remember 
of humming the fascinating words while traveling over the desolate prairies 
and at the same time wishing there was some way of getting back to the 
pleasant Pennsylvania home we had so recently left, but the fates were all 
against us and we are glad of it now. . . . After a lapse of more than 
forty years we again offer to the readers of The Pioneer the good, old time 
song it first published in 1873.7 


Other old-timers soon convinced Moanfeldt that he had at last 
found the home of “The Home.” The part of his report where he 
describes the end of his search, is worth quoting: 


A Mr. Reese who now resides at Smith Center and who is one of the oldest 
pioneers in the section stated that he came to Smith Center in 1872, about 
one month before the town of Smith Center was established, that he came in 
contact with Dr. Bruce Higley, who had a homestead about twenty miles 
away on the banks of the Beaver, near the Solomon River, in June 1872, and 
that the occasion of their meeting was an indignation meeting against the 
Indians, and that he met the Doctor frequently between 1872 and 1873. That 
some time in 1873, his friend, John Champlin was accidentally shot in the 
foot and that he called on Dr. Higley, who treated him and that thereafter 
Dr. Higley called several times a week at their Doby or Dugout to treat the 
patient, and that he remembers distinctly on one of these occasions Dr. 
Higley, while treating the patient asked him to read a poem he had written. 
It was on a foolscap sheet of paper and the Doctor stated that he had written 
it to while away his lonesome hours spent in his log cabin. That this was 
“Home on the Range” as it is now known, and that they all insisted that the 
Doctor get somebody to write the tune. That thereafter Dan Kelley sup- 
plied the tune and the Harlan Bros. Orchestra played it. . . . That 
he recognized the tune immediately, when it started to become popular on the 
radio. 

A very interesting statement was furnished by one Clarence B. Harlan. 
Mr. Harlan was born in 1849, is now 86 years old, and came to Smith Center in 


1871. He is the brother-in-law of Dan Kelley. . . . About 1874 he 
played the guitar and his brother Eugene Harlan, who was ten years younger, 
played the violin. They composed the Harlan orchestra. . . . That 


Dan Kelley, his brother-in-law, knew music and had a great voice and that 
among the songs they played was a song known then as “Western Home” 
which is now known as “Home on the Range.” . . . That he remem- 
bers the words perfectly and after being requested by me he brought out his 
guitar and played and sang this song from memory, using the tune as he 
knew it in 1874 and ever since, and as it was composed by his brother-in-law, 
Dan Kelley. I procured a recording machine and made phonograph records 
of this rendition of the song. 

At this point, it is interesting to know that he followed the words as ap- 


- 


7. W. H. Nelson, Smith County Pioneer, Smith Center, February 19, 1914. 
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peared in the paper in 1914, and that although Mr. Harlan sang this from 
memory he didn’t miss a word. Mr. Harlan stated that the way the tune was 
made by Dan Kelley was that Dan tried several tunes to fit the words and 
after Mr. Harlan and his brother Eugene tried them on their instruments 
several were rejected until Dan captured the tune that is now used in “Home 
on the Range.” That it was never written down but that he and his brother 
learned to play it on their instruments and after playing it at all celebrations 
and parties it began to spread all over and was the most popular tune and 
generally called for at all parties and celebrations. . . . Mr. Harlan 
is blind but I thought that it would be best to make phonograph records of 
his playing and singing of this song which I did, and the same are now in the 
possession of the MPPA [Music Publishers Protective Association]. 

During the years, Harlan no doubt had heard many versions of 
“Home on the Range” and knew that other persons had claimed 
authorship, though Moanfeldt does not mention it. The first 
plagiarism there is any record of occurred shortly after the Harlan 
“orchestra” was formed. This was in 1876 and fortunately it oc- 
casioned the earliest publication we have of the poem. The editor 
of the Chief of the neighboring town of Kirwin printed the verses 
on the first page, heading his story with the single word, PLacrarisM: 

The editor of the Stockton News has allowed himself to become the victim 
of an ambitious aspirant for poetical fame. In his issue of Feb. 3d., 1876, he 
publishes under the head of “My home in the West” a poem, purporting to 
have been written by Mrs. Emma Race, of Raceburgh, Rooks county, Kansas. 
The poem in question, with the exception of two words, was written by Dr. 
B. Higley, of Beaver creek, Smith county, Kansas, and first published in the 
Kirwin Cuter, March 21st, 1874. We re-publish the article as written by Dr. 
Higley, and ask our readers to compare it with the stolen article from Race- 
burgh. Bro. Newell must look to his laurels, as he will find plenty of people 
who are willing to profit by the brain work of others.® 

One of the curious things about “Home on the Range” is the num- 
ber of persons who claimed authorship, or had it claimed for them. 
The most notorious attempt to profit by the song was of course the 
Goodwins’ half-million-dollar lawsuit, which never came to trial, 
due to Moanfeldt’s investigation. Other claimants apparently 
merely wanted a little easy fame. The story of “Colorado Home” 
is told in some detail in the Moanfeldt appendix to this article. 
Two of the claims are of interest because they show how the song 
was carried from Kansas to other parts of the frontier. 

E. M. Baldridge of Kansas City, Mo., in a letter to the Kansas 
City Star, said: 

I read there is a controversy over the authorship of the song, “Home on the 
Range.” Asa boy 10 years old I accompanied my father to the opening of the 

8. The Kirwin Chief, February 26, 1876. It was not discovered till ten years after the 


lawsuit that this paper, which had been in the Kansas State Historical Society's files since 
it was published, contained the text of the song. 
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Gunnison country in Colorado in the winter of 1882. We joined a caravan of 
wagons at Gunnison City and went over the mountains to Grand Junction, 
arriving there soon after the Ute Indians had been removed. 

About half-way there we encountered a soldier of fortune named John 
Teits, who had left some freighters when they turned off at that point. We 
took him—with his little batch of flapjack flour, bacon and a frying pan—on 
our wagon. This was miles from any homes. Through the day and in camp 
at night he would sing that song, asserting he was the author of it. 

He had us singing it. There were three or four sour notes when we came 
to the line, “Where the deer and the antelope play.” Otherwise the song 
over the radio these days is the same. 

Until I heard the song on the radio about two years ago, I had not heard 
it since ’82.9 


A few days after the above was printed, the St. John County 
Capital carried a story about a Dr. W. D. Kirby who believed an 
old-timer by the name of John Trott was the author. He said that 
as a pupil of the “old Oak Creek school of Cheever township,” 
north of Abilene, he used to sing “Home on the Range,” though it 
was known as “Home Where the Buffalo Roam.” He continued: 


I have heard all the 18 or 20 pupils of our school singing the chorus on the 
playground. . . . Very few of us knew the entire song. I remember dis- 
tinctly at one of our Literaries our teacher made this announcement: “We will 
now have a song by Dave Knisely entitled ‘Give Me a Home Where the 
Buffalo Roam.’ And I might add the writer of this song is John Trott. No 
doubt many of you know him.” The Kirby family didn’t know him as we 
were hewcomers just arriving about a year before, but quite a number of our 
neighbors did. One old settler said he was a crazy old bachelor. His wife said 
all old bachelors were that way, if they weren’t they wouldn’t be old bachelors. 
A more musical neighbor woman told us she had met him and heard him 
play and she thought he was a natural musician, in fact she thought him quite 
a musical genius and told us he had written several quite good songs besides 
“Home Where the Buffalo Roam.” Several of our neighbors said most any 
pleasant evening you would find him seated in front of his dugout playing 
some musical instrument. His claim was over in Mud Creek neighborhood. 

During the years of the popularity of that song in our school, I know ten or 
a dozen young men all of our school district who went every summer to 
Arizona to work in the roundups. Several were somewhat musical. Dave 
Knisely was one of them, the first person I heard to sing that song. : 
{There is] no doubt in my mind that the author of that song is John Trott, at 
least he got credit for it in the north end of Dickinson county, where I lived 
from ’82 to 91. How large the circle of its popularity I do not know. In all 
my wanderings since 91 I had never heard it till recently over the radio. I 
thought I was dreaming and back in old Oak Creek school house and Dave's 
voice had changed, although I know he had “gone to his last round-up” 20 
years ago.10 


9. Kansas City (Mo.) Star, March 17, 1935. 
10. The County Capital, St. John, April 4, 1935. 
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(From Cowboy Songs (The Macmillan Company, New York, 1925) 
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As Dr. Kirby suggests, nothing in the history of the song is so 
remarkable as the way it spread from one singer to another until it 
was known everywhere on the Western frontier. One writer has 
said, “With neither printed words nor music, far out on the unshel- 
tered plain, ‘Home on the Range’ became a song hit 1,500 miles west 
of Broadway!” 

This was due to the special conditions existing on the frontier 
in 1873. Already the buffalo hunters were turning south from Kan- 
sas. The railroads, and the pioneers with them, were building west. 
Above all, the great cattle trails were expanding, and shifting to 
meet the railroads. Only the year before the song was written the 
Santa Fe reached Dodge City. Almost overnight the town became 
the largest cattle market in the world and the shipping center of 
the Southwest. The hunters who exterminated the buffalo here 
marketed several million dollars worth of hides and meat. Hun- 
dreds of wagon trains carried supplies to Western towns and army 
posts. By 1875, three years later, nearly all cattle trails led to 
Dodge; in 1884 Texas drovers alone brought 106 herds numbering 
300,000 head. 

It is perhaps more than a coincidence that the life of Dodge City 
as a great cattle market, from the early 1870’s to the middle 1880's, 
approximated that of the first life of “Home on the Range.” Like 
a broadcasting station, the town popularized the song through the 
channels that converged there. 

An old-time buffalo hunter, John R. Cook, in a book entitled, 
The Border and the Buffalo (1907), claimed that the writer of the 
song himself went to Texas on “the big hunt.” Although there is 
no evidence that either Higley or Kelley ever made such a trip, it 
would have been in character for Kelley. He was well known as 
a sportsman and had more than a local reputation as a crack shot. 
In 1876, matched against a Colonel May of Kirwin in a quail hunt- 
ing contest, he won by 52 birds to 51. Another time, in a three- 
way shoot, he won by killing 51 birds with 52 shots. 

Dr. Higley, on the other hand, in his one-room dugout on the 
banks of the Beaver, led a solitary life. Whether it was the life of 
a solitary drinker, as some have said, or that of a man self-isolated 
from his demon, is not known. More likely the latter, for he after- 
wards married again (for the fifth time) and lived normally with 
a family. 

Whatever the private lives of the collaborators, critics who doubt 
that they could have written the famous song do so in ignorance 














322 Kansas HistoricAL QuARTERLY 


of their talents. Higley had long been a “writing” doctor. A poem 
still exists in manuscript, inscribed to “Dryden, Eng. Poet,” nine 
pages long and penned in old-fashioned heavily-shaded script." 
He wrote at least three other songs, one of which became popular 
at the close of the Civil War. And Dan Kelley, though not known 
to have written other music, “could play any kind of horn” and had 
a splendid voice and was extremely popular as an entertainer. 

Of the two, Higley had the better education, and came from rather 
a distinguished family. According to The Higleys and Their An- 
cestry: 


Brewster Higley, 6th, M.D., the third child of Brewster Higley, 5th, and 
Achsah Everts, was born at Rutland, O., November 30, 1823, three months 
after the decease of his father. On the decease of his mother he resided with 
his grandfather, Judge Brewster Higley, 4th, and afterward with his sister. 

At the age of eighteen he began the study of medicine in the village of 
New Plymouth, O. His first medical practice was in Pomeroy, O. In the 
spring of 1848 he removed to La Porte, Ind., and formed a partnership with 
his uncle, Dr. Everts. From the medical college located at La Porte, he 
took his medical degree February 22, 1849. He also became a member of the 
Northwestern Academy of Natural and Medical Science. He practiced his 
profession in La Porte twenty-six years. 

Dr. Brewster Higley married, October, 1850, Maria B. Winchell, who bore 
one child, born September, 1851, a son, who died a few days old. His wife 
fell a victim to a prevailing epidemic in May, 1852. August, 1853, Dr. Higley 
married Eleanor Page, who bore one son, Brewster Higley, 7th. His second 
wife died soon after the birth of this child. His third marriage was in 1857 
to Catherine Livingston. From this marriage there were born two children— 
Estelle, born April 4, 1859, and Arthur Herman, born September 3, 1861, both 
living; but his wife met with an injury, of which she died, June 3, 1864. 

In the spring of 1871 Dr. Higley removed to Smith County, Kans., where 
he married, March 8, 1875, Sarah E. Clemans. To them four children were 
born, viz.: 

Sandford, who died in 1878; Achsah, born 1877; Everett, born July 26, 1880; 
and Theo., a daughter, borm September 10, 1882. 

While living in Smith Center, Kans., Dr. Brewster Higley, 6th, was elected 
and served one term as clerk of the court of the fifteenth judicial district for 
his county. 

The climate of Kansas proving too severe for his health, he sold his farm 
in 1886, and removed to Van Buren, Crawford County, Ark., where he now 
resides. He has retired from professional life, and is engaged in farming and 
fruit-growing.12 

Another Kansan, John Brown, whose name is also connected with 
a famous song, has a chapter and a full-page steel engraving devoted 
to him in this Higley genealogy. Brown’s father and mother were 


_ 11. Homer Croy, Corn Country (New York, 1947). One of the best chapters in this book 
is entitled, ‘“The Amazing Story of ‘Home on the Range’.’”’ Mr. Croy’s research included 
visits to Smith Center, Kan., and Shawnee, Okla. 


12. The Higleys and Their Ancestry (New York, 1908), pp. 269, 270. 
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both great grandchildren of Brewster Higley, I. He and Doctor 
Higley, therefore, were related to the extent that Brown was fifth 
in line from Brewster Higley, I, and Higley was sixth. 

There are several discrepancies in the above statement from the 
genealogy. They were discovered by Russell Hickman, a former 
member of the staff of the Kansas State Historical Society, who 
now lives in La Porte, Ind.1* Higley’s first marriage was in 1849 
and not 1850, and his third marriage was in 1858, not 1857. He did 
not practice in La Porte as stated, but probably began at the 
nearby town of Kingsbury, where he lived until 1852 when he 
moved to Union Mills. It is known that he practiced at Union Mills, 
which is a small town southwest of La Porte, and it appears from 
statements secured by Mr. Hickman that he stayed in that vicinity 
until he left for Kansas about 1871. 

The principal discrepancy, however, is the omission of the fact 
that Higley was married to a fourth wife before he left for Kansas. 
She was Mrs. Mercy Ann McPherson, a widow, and their marriage 
took place February 28, 1866. At this time Higley was still prac- 
ticing medicine at Union Mills, although he later moved to nearby 
Indian Point where the family lived in a log house. According to 
statements made to Mr. Hickman in February, 1949, by persons 
who remembered Doctor Higley, he and his wife were incompatible. 
It was recalled that he finally sent his children to relatives in Illinois 
and eventually left Indian Point for an unannounced destination. 

How much Higley’s addiction to liquor was responsible for the 
separation cannot be known. It seems clear that at the time he was 
a heavy drinker and a very poor man. One winter, according to a 
signed statement obtained by Mr. Hickman, the family lived 
chiefly on corn meal. “Dr. Higley was considered a very fine doctor, 
and a brilliant man,” Mr. Hickman’s informant stated, “but he let 
liquor get the better of him. After he left, his whereabouts were 
entirely unknown.” 

Nine years after their marriage Mrs. Mercy Higley got a divorce 
by default after three notices by publication in the Michigan City 
(Ind.) Enterprise. The decree was effective February 9, 1875. A 
month later Doctor Higley was married in Kansas for the fifth 
time. Although he sometimes drank to excess in Kansas he was 
apparently able to achieve a normal life after this last marriage. 
Perhaps this was due to the absence of the “discouraging words” 
which have been ascribed to his unfortunate fourth marriage. About 





_. 18. Russell Hickman, ‘‘Report.” Mr. Hickman spent several weeks investigating Higley’s 
life in Indiana before he came to Kansas. The report consists of letters, copies of records 
and signed statements. 
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the time of his Kansas marriage the dugout he was living in when 
he wrote “Home on the Range” was replaced by a log cabin. (This 
cabin still stands and is often erroneously referred to as the place 
where the song was written, but the original dugout is gone.) And 
a few years before he left Kansas Doctor Higley sent for his two 
children by his third wife and moved into a house a short distance 
north of Smith Center. Little is known about his subsequent life in 
Arkansas and Oklahoma. It may be presumed that he had found 
happiness with his fifth wife, for on the certificate of his death the 
attending physician stated that the contributing cause was “grief 
over the death of his wife.” 

W. H. Nelson, the editor who reprinted the poem in 1914, said 
that Higley was “rough and uncouth in appearance, but with a 
heart filled with . . . compassion for suffering humanity. 
Asadoctor . . . no night was too dark or trail too dim to 
deter him from answering a demand for service and there are no 
doubt many yet living in Smith county who owe a debt of never 
ending gratitude for his timely medical attention. . . .” 

Homer Croy in his book has an interesting account about Higley’s 
immediate descendants. He quotes Harry Higley as saying that 
Doctor Higley “was Brewster Higley VII. My father is Brewster 
Higley VIII. I am Harry Brewster Higley IX and my son is 
Brewster Higley X.” 14 This is not in accordance with the Higley 
genealogy, quoted above, which stated clearly that the Doctor 
Higley who settled in Smith county, Kansas, was Brewster Higley 
VI. 

The composer of the melody, Daniel E. Kelley, was born Febru- 
ary 6, 1843, at North Kingston, R. I. the son of Sylvester E. 
Kelley, a carpenter, and Sarah (Cory) Kelley. At the age of 20 
he enlisted in the 3rd regiment, Rhode Island cavalry. After a year 
as bugler in Company B, he was transferred to regimental head- 
quarters as chief bugler to the noncommissioned officers staff. On 
September 1, 1865, he was made a sergeant major and on November 
29 he was mustered out, having served a little over two years." 

When Kelley came to Kansas in 1872 he was 29. He settled at 
Gaylord and two years later married Lulu Harlan, of the neighbor- 
ing village of Harlan, by whom he had four children, all boys. In 
the censuses of 1880 and 1885 he gave his occupation as carpenter. 
During his earlier years in the state, however, he was apparently 


14. Croy, op. cit. 


15. Waterloo (Iowa) Daily Courier, October 24, 1905; Annual Report of the Adjutant 
General of the State of Rhode Island . . . for 1865 (republished in Providence, 1895), 
p. 265 
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a man of many devices. With his wife, and her two brothers who 


n 
s composed the Harlan orchestra, he was in demand for dances and 
e celebrations over a territory that extended as far as Hays, a hun- 
d dred miles southwest, a great distance in those machineless and 
0 almost roadless days. 
e In addition to being an entertainer and sportsman, Kelley was 
7 one of the leading businessmen of the community and something 
d of a promoter. Items about him in the local papers of the period 
C included the following: 7* 
f . the contract for the building of the new hotel at Bradford has j 
been let to Mr. D. E. Kelley. 
Mr. Dan Kelley is the Architect of the town and has four buildings con- 
. tracted for at present. 
Dan came to this County . . . when the buffaloes and wolves held 
undisputed sway. . . . He now has one of the best farms on the Solomon 
D Valley. 
D Daniel E. Kelley was busy building a big glass front for a temperance 
r billiard hall. 





Mr. Daniel E. Kelley, of Gaylord, has built him a livery stable, size 28 x 50, 


5 with a good well of water, and a force hose to clean buggies. Dan also has 
t one of the neatest cottages in town. 
r [D. E. Kelley was one of the petitioners for incorporation of Gaylord as 
‘ a city of the 3rd class in the state of Kansas.] 17 
On last Monday morning the following persons took their departure for 
— Wyoming Territory . . . H. D. Pratt, W. Henry Kelley; D. E. 
r Kelley; [and a dozen others]. . . . They organized a mining company 
and intend to work what is now supposed a rich section of country. 
{A Herald reporter found that the expedition had not succeeded and that 
. two of the men had already returned to Gaylord. Apparently very little gold 
was to be found.] 
) [D. E. Kelley was delinquent on property tax in the amount of $14.74.] 
. Daniel Kelley has sold his farm to Captain L. D. Frogge, 
: Our ingenious friend, Mr. D. E. Kelley, has invented an entirely new and 
novel automatic car coupler which is intended to take the place of the old- 
fashioned coupling now in general use and which has been the cause of so 
: many fatal accidents on our railroads. This coupler is entirely self-acting, 
and works as well on cars of different heights as on those of the same heighth. 
; . . . Mr. Kelley has applied for a patent. 


This car coupler and the melody of “Home on the Range” are 


16. Smith County Pioneer, June 9, 1877, December 13, 27, 1878, March 21, and Septem- 
ber 12, 1879; Gaylord Herald, February 26, April 8, and June 24, 1880; Smith County 
Pioneer, July 22, 1881; Gaylord Herald, October 20, 1881, and May 11, 1882. 

17. Gaylord is about 12 miles south of Smith Center which is the county seat of Smith 
county. Higley’s homestead in Pleasant township was about the same distance northwest. 
About ten miles east and three north of Smith Center is the geographic center of the United 
States, established by the U. S. Geological survey. Forty miles south, in Osborne county, is 
; the continental geodetic center, the “primary station” for all North American surveys, estab- 
lished by the U. S. Coast and Geodetic survey. — 
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the only examples we have of Kelley’s inventive talent. So far as 
known, nothing ever came of the patent. As to the tune of the song 
which has since given pleasure to millions, there is no reason to 
believe Kelley ever wrote it down. When he composed it he was 
30 years of age and Higley was 50. They never collaborated again 
nor had any thought that their song would be more than a local suc- 
cess. Both probably left Kansas without even being aware of the 
popularity it had achieved throughout the frontier. Higley lived 
in Kansas 13 years after the song was written and Kelley 16. Hig- 
ley moved to Arkansas and then to Shawnee, Okla., where he died 
May 10, 1911, at the age of 87. Kelley moved to Waterloo, Iowa, 
in 1889, and died there October 23, 1905, at the age of 62. 

The posthumous fame which “Home on the Range” has brought 
to Higley and Kelley might have been lost to them if the Goodwins 
had not claimed the song, for without Moanfeldt’s research it is 
doubtful if their authorship would ever have been established. And 
without the lawsuit, the ballad probably would not have been made 
the state song of Kansas. It was Moanfeldt’s affidavits that con- 
vinced critics the song belonged to the state. It required 12 years 
to make it official, but in 1947 “Home on the Range” was officially 
adopted by the Kansas legislature. 

The verses which appear in the bill came from Mrs. Cal Harlan, 
who had written them out for a friend some years before. They 
differ only a little from the versions printed by the Kirwin Chief in 
1876 and in the Smith County Pioneer in 1914 (reprinted from the 
1873 issue). The “official” stanzas, referred to hereafter as the Har- 
lan version, are printed below. All variations from this version, 
which may or may not have been what Higley wrote, are mentioned. 
While this may seem a little pedantic, it is of interest for the reason 
that from 1873, when the song was written, to 1910, “Home on the 
Range” was in fact a folk song. The origins of folk music are sel- 
dom known, but in this instance we have a song whose three earliest 
versions may be compared not only with each other but with a 
fourth version modified by 37 years of folk singing. 

The Harlan version: 

Oh, give me a home where the buffalo roam, 
Where the deer and the antelope play, 
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word 
And the sky is not clouded all day. 
Chorus: 
A home, a home where the deer and the antelope play, 


Where seldom is heard a discouraging word 
And the sky is not clouded all day. 
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Oh, give me the gale of the Solomon vale, 
Where life streams with bouyancy flow, 

On the banks of the Beaver, where seldom if ever 
Any poisonous herbage doth grow. 


Oh, give me the land where the bright diamond sand 
Throws its light from the glittering stream 

Where glideth along the graceful white swan, 
Like a maid in a heavenly dream. 

I love the wild flowers in this bright land of ours; 
I love too the wild curlew’s scream, 

The bluffs and white rocks and antelope flocks 
That graze on the hillsides so green. 

How often at night, when the heavens are bright 
With the light of the glittering stars, 

Have I stood here amazed and asked as I gazed 
If their glory exceeds this of ours. 


The air is so pure, the breezes so free, 
The zephyrs so balmy and light, 

I would not exchange my home here to range 
Forever in azure so bright. 

The title as it appeared in the Chief was “Western Home.” The 
Pioneer called it “Oh, Give Me a Home Where the Buffalo Roam.” 
The first stanza was the same in all three versions, except that in 
the third line both newspapers printed “never” instead of “seldom.” 
The chorus was the same in all three, except that the Pioneer used 
“never” instead of “seldom.” 

In the Harlan and Pioneer versions the second stanza mentioned 
the Solomon vale, but in the Chief the second and third stanzas (as 
given above) were transposed, as were the fourth and fifth. The 
Chief gave “a gale” in the first line instead of “the gale.” The sec- 
ond line was different in all three. The Chief gave “where the life 
streams with buoyancy flow,” and the Pioneer gave “where light 
streams,” etc. 

In my opinion, none of the three was the line Higley wrote, and if 
this is true it indicates that neither newspaper printed the poem 
from an author’s copy. Mrs. Harlan’s version of course was from 
memory, after many years. The line as it stands in all three ver- 
sions is a nonsense line, such as we find in many folk songs, the cor- 
ruption resulting from learning the song by ear. In most folk songs 
it is now impossible to know or even guess at the original meanings 
of such lines. But in this case, I believe, it is clear that the line 
Higley wrote was “where live streams with buoyancy flow.” Any- 
one familiar with the history of the prairies knows how often the 
pioneers referred to “living” water, meaning running water, and in 
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the case of very small streams usually meaning they were spring fed. 
To the homesteader on the plains where storms or spring rains fre- 
quently filled low places with stagnant water and where summer 
droughts often dried up creeks which at other times ran bank full, a 
stream that could be depended on for fresh “live” water was a 
necessity. 

The living water Higley referred to in the last two lines of the 
second stanza flowed in the West Beaver past his homestead dugout. 
In all three versions these lines were the same. The last line, as 
Homer Croy says, “is surely the worst bit of verse a well-intentioned 
poet ever left behind. No wonder the old gentleman pulled for 
Oklahoma. Thank goodness, the people who later tinkered with the 
song threw out the poisonous herbage.” 

In the third stanza the Chief gave “land,” not “the land,” used 
“streams” and “dreams” (plural), and gave “the maid in her heav- 
enly dreams.” The Pioneer used “Throws light” in the second line, 


and in the last line, “her” heavenly. Some critics have objected to 
this stanza, claiming that there were never any wild swans in Kan- 
sas. A few, too, have stated that there were no buffalo, deer or 
antelope in Smith county in 1873 when Higley wrote the song. 
However, in 1876, three years later, the following items appeared in 


the Pioneer: 18 

Sportsmen will find in this county, in the way of feathered game, wild tur- 
key, quail, grouse, prairie chickens; and in the fall and spring of the year 
millions of prairie pigeons, or snipe, cover our prairies, and the lakes and 
streams are alive with wild ducks, geese, brants and swan. 


Antelope are plenty in the north part of the county. No buffalo have, as 
yet made their appearance this spring. 


A small herd of buffalo are reported to be grazing in northwest part of this 
county, near the brakes of the Republican. 

In the fourth stanza the first line was the same in all versions ex- 
cept that the Pioneer gave “these” wild flowers instead of “the.” 
The second line was slightly different in all three. The Chief gave 
“T love the wild curlew’s shrill scream,” while in the Pioneer the 
line was, “I love, too, the curlew’s wild scream.” 

The curlew Higley knew was probably the Long-billed Curlew 
(Numenius americanus americanus). According to Goodrich’s Birds 
in Kansas, this species which once inhabited “the muddy flats and 
grassy plains of the slopes of the Rockies, . . ._ is possibly 
extinct over much of its former range. . . . This easily 
identified bird is considered a rare summer resident in western 


18. Smith County Pioneer, July 27, June 9 and July 13, 1876. 








Dr. Brewster HIGLEY 
(1823-1911) 


Pioneer Smith county doctor who wrote the words of “Home 


on the Range.” The picture was received through the courtesy 
of Bernard P. Higley of Columbus, Ohio. 
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DANIEL E. KELLEY 
(1843-1905) 


Pioneer of Smith county as he looked about the time he wrote 


the music for “Home on the Range.” Picture courtesy of Mrs. 
Frank Kelley of Waterloo, Iowa. 
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Kansas, and may be seen in migration in April and in October in 
other parts of the state.” It is possible that Higley referred to 
the Eskimo Curlew. Of this bird Goodrich says, “Once rivaling the 
passenger pigeon in abundance, this species seems to have joined the 
pigeon in extinction. It is reported that cartloads of eskimo curlew 
were once shot daily during migration up the Mississippi Valley.” 

Evidence that the curlew was considered a game bird in Higley’s 
time appears in the following, taken from a story headed “Kansas 
Field Sports” which appeared in the Smith County Pioneer, October 
18, 1878: “Curlew are quite common in season. As a whole, Kansas i 
is a capital country for field sports, and the many sporting associa- 
tions formed, show that the advantages are appreciated.” 

The third line of the fourth stanza was the same in all versions, 
except that the Pioneer gave “the bluffs of white rocks.” In the 
fourth line the Pioneer gave “our hillsides,” while in the Chief the 
line read “That graze on the mountains so green.” How the moun- 
tains got into this one version in a stanza so obviously descriptive of 
Smith county in Higley’s day, it is impossible to guess. 

In the first line of the fifth stanza the Chief gave “the heavens 
were bright,” and in the next line the Pioneer used “By the light,” 
etc. In the third line the Pioneer gave “stood there amazed,” and 
in the last line gave “beauty” instead of “glory.” 

The last stanza, except for the third line, was different in all three 
versions. The Chief in the first line gave “and the breezes,” while 
in the Pioneer the line was “The air is so pure the breezes so light.” 
In the second line the Pioneer’s version was “The zephyrs so balmy 
at night.” The only variation in the last two lines was in the Chief, 
which gave “azures” instead of “azure.” 

The third line, “I would not exchange my home here to range,” 
was the same in all three, and probably may be accepted as the 
original. Sometime between 1873, when Higley wrote the poem in 
Kansas, and 1910, when Lomax got the verses from the Negro saloon 
keeper in San Antonio, this line was changed to the version which 
gave the song its present title. There can be little doubt that the 
improvement, “home on the range,” was made by some obscure 
cowhand, who in broadening the meaning of the line to include all 
the range country, transformed it from a local ballad to one every 
Westerner could identify himself with. This simple change un- 
questionably had much to do with the song’s acceptance as a typical 
cowboy ballad and its subsequent popularity. 








19. Arthur L. Goodrich, Birds in Kansas (Report of the Kansas State Board of Agricul- 
ture, June, 1945), p. 197. 
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The meaning of the word “range” as now used in the song has 
sometimes been misunderstood. Moanfeldt in his report (last para- 
graph) says that the word “evidently refers to a division of land 
running north and south through the County being about six miles 
wide,” etc. It seems clear that Higley simply used range, the verb, 
as a synonym for rove. He was saying in poetical language that he 
wouldn’t even leave Kansas for Heaven—not then being aware that 
in a few years he would lower his sights somewhat and leave for 
Arkansas. The noun, range, as used in the song today, has of course 
the meaning described in Webster: “That which may be ranged 
over; . . .  esp., a sparsely populated and open region over 
which . . . _ livestock may roam and feed.” 

During the 37 years of the life of “Home on the Range” as a folk 
song there were remarkably few alterations either in the words or 
music of the original. Dozens of different stanzas, of course, were 
used from time to time, as in “Colorado Home,” to describe special 
localities. But the tendency was from the particular to the general. 
In Lomax’s version, which follows, all references to Beaver creek 
and the Solomon river are gone. It is true that there is a new stanza 
referring to the Red river but it is likely that this was a stray or a 
maverick, favored by the Negro singer who had picked it up on 
the Chisholm trail. 

The only fundamental change was that the first line of the chorus 
had become two lines 

Home, home on the range, 
Where the deer and the antelope play 
instead of 
A home, a home where the deer and the antelope play. 


Lomax’s version, as printed in the 1925 edition of his Cowboy 
Songs, is as follows: 


Oh, give me a home where the buffalo roam, 
Where the deer and, the antelope play, 
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word 
And the skies are not cloudy all day. 
Home, home on the range, 
Where the deer and the antelope play; 
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word 
And the skies are not cloudy all day. 
Where the air is so pure, the zephyrs so free, 
The breezes so balmy and light, 
That I would not exchange my home on the range 
For all of the cities so bright, 
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The red man was pressed from this part of the West, 
He’s likely no more to return 

To the banks of Red River where seldom if ever 
Their flickering camp-fires burn. 


How often at night when the heavens are bright 
With the light from the glittering stars, 

Have I stood here amazed and asked as I gazed 
If their glory exceeds that of ours. 


Oh, I love these wild flowers in this dear land of ours, 
The curlew I love to hear scream, 

And I love the white rocks and the antelope flocks 
That graze on the mountain-tops green. 


Oh, give me a land where the bright diamond sand 
Flows leisurely down the stream; 

Where the graceful white swan goes gliding along 
Like a maid in a heavenly dream. 


Then I would not exchange my home on the range, 
Where the deer and the antelope play; 

Where seldom is heard a discouraging word 

And the skies are not cloudy all day. 


Home, home on the range, 

Where the deer and the antelope play; 
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word 
And the skies are not cloudy all day. 

All modern versions, published with and without credit in dozens 
of song collections, are based on the above original Lomax tran- 
scription. The song as we sing it and hear it today, however, is apt 
to be neither Higley’s nor Lomax’s. For some time a popular sheet 
music version has been Guion’s arrangement published by Schirmer. 
The chorus is the same as the Lomax version, and the first, fourth, 
sixth and seventh stanzas are alike. The melody is also the same, 
except that Guion wrote a tune of his own for the stanza which 
begins “Oh, give me a land.” This added melody has not met with 
any general acceptance. 

Not all Kansans have approved the selection of “Home on the 
Range” as the official state song. Some say it is too mournful and 
others complain that it fails to “sell” the state and its products. In 
1948 the Kansas Industrial Development Commission, apparently 
with singing commercials in mind, offered prizes for more up-to- 
date words. The following January, when Gov. Frank Carlson was 
inaugurated, these “snappier’” verses were sung. Likewise, the 
music was jazzed to such a pitch that if the tune had been so played 
when first written all the deer and antelope would have been scared 
out of the country. 
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Following this indignity, an effort was made to persuade the 1949 
legislature to supplant it with another song. It was even argued 
that Sigmund Spaeth was still right, that “Colorado Home” was 
the original and that the 1914 reprint and Moanfeldt’s affidavits 
were not contemporaneous proof. This contention was disposed 
of by the discovery, already mentioned, that the State Historical 
Society possessed a copy of the Kirwin Chief for February 26, 1876, 
which contained a reprint of the original poem. When a photostat 
was sent to Spaeth he acknowledged that it settled any question 
of priority. 

The public, however, needed no such proof. Letters to legislators 
and newspapers quickly indicated that “Home on the Range” was 
not a ballad to be tampered with. Although this protest may have 
been only a natural reaction against singing commercials, it is more 
likely that the song expresses emotions which go deeper than a 
desire for bigger business. Somehow, out on the lonely prairie, an 
obscure poet and an unknown singer created an artistic paradox: 
A perfect blending of man’s nostalgia for home with his dreams of 
some far-away and fairer land. This ambivalent masterpiece has 
turned out to be the ideal expression of the love which Kansans 
feel for their unpredictable state. 


Report oF SAMUEL MOANFELDT OF His INVESTIGATION 
To Music Publishers Protective Association: 

My investigation concerning “HOME ON THE RANGE” commenced on 
or about the 15th day of February 1935. In the investigation, I concerned 
myself with establishing the following: 

1. That the song “Home on the Range” was in public domain by reason of 
the fact that it had beem known and sung generally throughout the country in 
1885 or prior thereto. 

2. To establish the author and composer of the words and tune of this song, 
if possible. 

3. To find, if possible, some printed record, whether same be an original 
document, newspaper article or any book or song book, in which the song is 
mentioned, or im which the words of the song or music thereof were contained. 

Prior to the investigation by me, the MPPA had collected quite a lot of 
general information concerning this song and among such information was 
some correspondence from a Mrs. Giddeon of Chicago, who stated that while 
she attended the Stanberry Normal School in 1880, this song was regularly sung 
by the pupils of the school. In the same correspondence was mentioned names 
of classmates of Mrs. Giddeon who might remember this song. 

I therefore thought it best to start with this information and run it down. 
One of the persons who attended the Stanberry Normal School was a Professor 
Jordan of the University of Missouri, and my first stop was to see Professor 
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Jordan, at his home at Columbia, Missouri. While Professor Jordan was ab- 
sent, his sister, who was also a student at Stanberry Normal School, advised 
me to get in touch with Reverend Cleo M. Chilton, Minister of the First 
Christian Church of St. Joseph, Missouri. My next stop was to see Reverend 
Chilton, who after discussing this matter with me referred to Miss Mable 
White, who attended the Normal School between 1889 and 1891, and who was 
the principal of the Sherwood School at St. Joseph, and to a Mrs. Mattie C. 
Long, also of St. Joseph, Missouri. I interviewed both of these ladies and 
they advised me that while attending the Normal School prior to 1890, “Home 
on the Range” was generally sung at all the student gatherings and particularly 
every week when they had crescent society. That while they had no printed 
music or words, it seems that everybody knew the song and everybody joined in 
the singing of it. Both these ladies furnished written statements and stated that 
they had both recognized this tune when it was first heard over the radio, and 
that the words and tune were practically identical with the song that they 
knew at the Stanberry Normal School. 

In order to show that this song was generally known and sung in various 
sections of the country and particularly in view of the fact that some people 
thought that this was a cowboy ballad, I directed myself to the cowboy coun- 
try, and I went to Dodge City, Kansas. This city is known as cowboy country 
by reason of the fact that the Santa Fe and the Chisholm Trail meet there 
and it was a central shipping point for cattle coming from the southwest. 
There I interviewed a great number of people such as ex-cowboys, people who 
were employed as cooks in cowboy camps, ex-stage coach drivers and Buffalo 
hunters. A great number of written statements were procured by me from 
these people and they all agreed that this song was well known to and gencr- 
ally sung by cowboys and other people traveling through that section of the 
country in stage coaches prior to 1890, and that the lyrics and music were prac- 
tically identical with those now generally used by radio singers and they all 
stated that they recognized the tune as soon as the same became popular over 
the radio. 

The number of people who furnished such statements satisfied me that we 
would have sufficient proof for the purpose of defense of this suit to defeat the 
action even at this point, and my next step was directed to establishing the su- 
thor or authors of the verses and music of “Home on the Range”. In this 
connection, the story of “Colorado Home” which was published by Paull-Pio- 
neer became of importance and I thought it best to really establish the facts 
contained in the purported letter containing the words of the song appearing 
in the publication “Colorado Home”. I therefore went to Leadville, Colo- 
tado, which is three miles from Orro City, named as the locale where the 
writing of “Colorado Home” took place. 

In Leadville, Colorado, I called on the editor of the local paper which is 
known as the Herald Democrat. After showing him the photographs appearing 
on the frontispiece of “Colorado Home” I asked him whether he could recog- 
nize Bob Swartz, who was supposed to be one of the writers of “Colorado 
Home”. I also asked him whether he recognized any of the names of the co- 
authors who were mentioned as Bill McCabe and Bingham Graves and Jim. 
Mr. Butler, the editor of the paper, told me that he personally knew Bill 
McCabe and Bingham Graves and that several daughters of Bingham Graves 
still lived in Leadville. He thereupon directed me to the home of Mrs. 
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Florence Edgington, who is one of the daughters of Bingham Graves, and after 
advising her of my purpose, she told me that her father had very often spoken 
of Bob Swartz, with whom he had done some prospecting, and that her father 
had sung “Home on the Range” as a lullaby to all of the children ever since 
she could remember, and that the words and tune, as she heard it on the radio 
are practically identical with the words and tune as sung by her father at or 
about 1895-6. That Bingham Graves died in 1921, that Jim referred to in the 
Colorado Home story was probably Jim Fouts, her uncle, and that this song 
was sung and played by her father and her uncle since she could remember. 
In going through her father’s effects, a photograph was located on which ap- 
peared her father and Bob Swartz as a young man, and there could be no mis- 
take but the photograph of one of the men appearing there was Bob Swartz. 
I also spoke to one of the other daughters, a Mrs. George Jacobs, and there- 
after to a son of Bingham Graves, who lives at Long Beach, California. Both 
of them confirmed the story as given by their sister and they all signed state- 
ments stating that they will be ready to give whatever evidence they can and 
in whatever form necessary, should this become necessary. 

To further confirm and prove that some of the lyrics, as used today were 
written in 1885, I endeavored to locate the mountain chain referred to in the 
letter of 1885, as mentioned in the story of “Colorado Home”, and after some 
effort, a photograph was taken of the very mountains that appeared in the 
photograph on the frontispiece of “Colorado Home”. This again corroborated 
the story of the writing of some of the verses now used in “Home on the 
Range” and which are contained in “Arizona Home”, as copyrighted by the 
Goodwins in 1904 or 1905. 

While at Leadville, I also interviewed a J. B. McDonald, who was at Lead- 
ville, Colorado since 1887 and he confirmed the fact that he knew Bill McCabe 
and Jim Fouts, and that these boys were mining partners and that Bill Mce- 
Cabe sometimes wrote for the Herald Democrat and that they all prospected 
in California Gulch, and that he often had heard the song then known as 
“Oh Give Me a Home Where the Buffalo Roam” as contained in “Colorado 
Home”, sung in the various vaudeville places and beer saloons in Leadville 
on or about 1887. He particularly made mention of amusement places known 
as Ben Loeb and Mike Goldsmith’s and that he distinctly remembers the 
song being sung by one Mike Whelan. He readily gave me a written state- 
ment, as did Mr. Butler, the editor of the local paper, to the effect that Bill 
McCabe was the sort of person who could write poetry and verse. A state- 
ment to the effect that he heard Jim Fouts sing the version of the song as 
contained in “Colorado Home” since 1895 was given by one Jim Morrison, a 
personal friend of Jim Fouts, and to the effect that he also remembers dis- 
tinctly that this was quite a favorite tune with him down to the time of the 
death of Jim Fouts. Jim Fouts wasa friend of the family and Mrs. Morrison also 
stated in writing that she knew Jim Fouts since 1900 and that she heard him 
sing this song and play it on the mouth organ since 1900. 

I also procured the death notices that appeared in the local papers when 
both Bingham Graves and Jim Fouts died, and Mr. Butler told me he at- 
tended the funeral of Bill McCabe, who died and was buried in Red Cliff, 
Colorado. That at the time of his death Bill McCabe was the editor of the 
Red Cliff Times. 

As further proof that at least some of the verses that the Goodwins claim 
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to have written could not have been written by them, but were probably 
written as stated in the letter appearing in the story of “Colorado Home”, I 
tried to identify the places mentioned in some of the verses of the song. Of 
course the references made to the hills and the ring of the drills and silver 
ore in the ground, the gulches and the gold and the mountain streams, there 
could be no doubt that this was a perfect description of Colorado and par- 
ticularly the section in and around Orro City and Leadville. This particular 
section produced the greatest amount of gold and silver and lead, at or about 
1885, and the references to the gambling places and dance halls certainly refer 
to Leadville, Colorado, where one found them in great numbers, at or about 
the time when these verses were supposed to have been written. 

In verse four of “Colorado Home” a reference is made to the Hot Springs 
below where the sick people go and camp on the Banks of the Grand. A 
great many people seem to have been under the impression that the Banks 
of the Grand meant the banks of the Rio Grande. This, I have found to be 
quite erroneous. 

The Grand River referred to in the song is not the Rio Grande but the 
upper part of the Colorado River, which was always known as the Grand 
River and I procured an official map showing the name to be Grand River. 
Information came to me to the effect that the name of the Grand River was 
officially changed by Act of Congress in 1925 or thereabouts to Colorado River. 
The Hot Springs referred to in the verses probably referred to Glenwood 
Springs, located not many miles from Leadville, Colorado. The old timers 
in and about Leadville also inform me that deer and antelope and buffalo 
were plentiful in the section particularly in Park County, only ten or twelve 
miles from Leadville, Colorado, and that the state of Colorado has a game 
preserve at the present time in Park County. 

The sister-in-law of Bingham Graves whom I visited at her home in Bis- 
bee, Arizona, furnished a written statement that she came to Orro City in 
1861 and she knew Bob Swartz, Bill McCabe and Bingham Graves, the latter 
having married her sister, Mary Fouts. That these three were inseparable 
companions and that they mined and prospected together. That Jim Fouts 
played the mouth organ, Graves played the banjo, and McCabe made up 
verses and once in a while worked as reporter on the Leadville paper. After 
being shown the photographs of Bob Swartz and one of the mountain scene, 
she stated that she absolutely recognizes Bob Swartz and also the cabin 
marked No. 1, as one occupied by the boys in the 1880's, and that it stood 
just outside of Leadville near Colorado Gulch, and that she remembers dis- 
tinctly the boys singing and playing the lyrics, as appears in Paull-Pioneers 
version of “Colorado Home”. That when hearing “Home on the Range” on 
the radio she often remarked that fact to her grandchildren. 

While at Dodge City, several of the people I interviewed insisted that they 
had heard this song or some of the verses of it much prior to 1885, and one 
lady insisted that a great many more verses were known to her than what 
appears in “Colorado Home”. She wrote out from memory her recollections 
of the verses she knew much prior to 1885. This definitely seemed to point 
out that the song was much older than 1885, that what probably happened 
was that the boys who wrote some of the verses that appeared in “Colorado 
Home” took an earlier song and added the verses to particularly fit their 
locality and condition. 
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I therefore began to search for the date of writing and the author of “Home 
on the Range”. While at Dodge City, I became acquainted with one of the 
reporters of the Dodge City Globe and I thought it would be a great help 
if some item in their paper would advise the public that we are seeking in- 
formation on “Home on the Range”, and accordingly, a front page item ap- 
peared generally stating about the law suit and about the controversy. I ar- 
ranged that any information received by the paper while I was away should be 
forwarded to me. This item, after it appeared in the Dodge City paper was re- 
printed in practically every paper in the country through the Associated Press, 
and a great deal of information started to come to me about this song. There 
is no use in going into detail concerning some of the information, but what- 
ever seemed plausible was investigated by me, and many of them rejected, 
but in comparing notes and the information received, things began to definitely 
point to Kansas as the place where the song originated and an item appearing 
in the Kansas City Star written by a lady by the name of Myrtle Hose, gave 
the definite information that in her scrapbook she had a newspaper article 
that appeared in 1914 referring to another article that appeared in 1873 in a 
Kansas paper to the effect that “Home on the Range” appeared as a poem 
in that paper in 1873. This information came to me the latter part of March 
and I immediately procured the scrap book from Mrs. Hose and then pro- 
ceeded to Smith Center and the office of the Smith County Pioneer, in which 
paper this article appeared in 1914, and in which previously to that, the poem 
appeared in 1873. I found that the poem had appeared in the issue of the 
Pioneer on February 19, 1914 and that the poem was reprinted from an issue 
of the same paper in 1873 and that the editor of the paper stated in this 
editorial that he had known the author of this poem to be Dr. B. Higley, 
who was an early settler in Smith County. A photostatic copy of the paper 
was procured as well as a photostatic copy of the page of the scrap book of 
Mrs. Hose, also a photostatic copy of the Kansas City Star of January 30, 
1914, where this very same article also appeared. Both of these photostatic 
copies were procured from the original papers on file in the Kansas Historical 
Society at Topeka, Kansas, and were properly certified by the Society. 

While at Smith Center, I interviewed a great many of the old pioneers 
who personally knew Dr. Higley and they all furnished affidavits to the effect 
that Dr. Higley wrote “Home on the Range” as a poem and that thereafter 
one Dan Kelley supplied the tune. 

A Mr. Reese who now resides at Smith Center and who is one of the oldest 
pioneers in the section stated that he came to Smith Center in 1872, about one 
month before the town of Smith Center was established, that he came in con- 
tact with Dr. Bruce Higley, who had a homestead about twenty miles away on 
the banks of the Beaver, near the Solomon River, in June 1872, and that the 
occasion of their meeting was an indignation meeting against the Indians, and 
that he met the Doctor frequently between 1872 and 1873. That some time in 
1873, his friend, John Champlin was accidentally shot in the foot and that he 
called on Dr. Higley, who treated him and that thereafter Dr. Higley called 
several times a week at their Doby or Dugout to treat the patient, and that 
he remembers distinctly on one of these occasions Dr. Higley, while treating 
the patient asked him to read a poem he had written. It was on a foolscap 
sheet of paper and the Doctor stated that he had written it to while away his 
tonesome hours spent in his log cabin. That this was “Home on the Range” as 
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it is now known, and that they all insisted that the Doctor get somebody to 
write the tune. That thereafter Dan Kelley supplied the tune and the Harlan 
Bros. Orchestra played it on every occasion, settlers meetings, weddings, and 
all other celebrations and that he has heard it played and sung ever since. That 
he recognized the tune immediately, when it started to become popular on 
the radio. 

A very interesting statement was furnished by one Clarence B. Harlan. Mr. 
Harlan was born in 1849, is now 86 years old, and came to Smith Center in 
1871. He is the brotherinlaw of Dan Kelley, and his father was John C. 
Harlan, who was the first elected probate Judge of Smith County, and that 
the town of Harlan, Kansas, is named after him. About 1874 he played the 
guitar and his brother Eugene Harlan, who was ten years younger, played 
the violin. They composed the Harlan orchestra which played all over the 
country at dances, reunions, parties and celebrations. That Dan Kelley, his 
brother-in-law, knew music and had a great voice and that among the songs 
they played was a song known then as “Western Home” which is now known 
as “Home on the Range”. That he and his brother sang and played the song 
in 1874 and for many years thereafter. That he remembers the words per- 
fectly and after being requested by me he brought out his guitar and played 
and sang this song from memory, using the tune as he knew it in 1874 and 
ever since, and as it was composed by his brother-in-law, Dan Kelley. I pro- 
cured a recording machine and made phonograph records of this rendition of 
the song. 

At this point, it is interesting to know that he followed the words as ap- 
peared in the paper in 1914, and that although Mr. Harlan sang this from 
memory he didn’t miss a word. Mr. Harlan stated that the way the tune was 
made by Dan Kelley was that Dan tried several tunes to fit the words and 
after Mr. Harlan and his brother Eugene tried them on their instruments 
several were rejected until Dan captured the tune that is now used in “Home 
on the Range”. That it was never written down but that he and his brother 
learned to play it on their instruments and after playing it at all celebrations 
and parties it began to spread all over and was the most popular tune and 
generally called for at all parties and celebrations. He stated that a great 
many people even thought that he was the writer of the poem and the tune 
and had written to him about it because of the fact that this song was so 
closely associated with him. He stated to me that he always advised these 
people that he was not the author of the song or tune and advised them who 
really was the author of same. Mr. Harlan is blind but I thought that it would 
be best to make phonograph records of his playing and singing of this song 
which I did, and the same are now in the possession of MPPA. 

A great many other affidavits of old pioneers of the section were procured, 
all of which substantiate the story of the writing of the poem and the com- 
position of the tune. Among those affidavits was one from the County Clerk 
of Smith County and one from the probate Judge of Smith County. 

Several affidavits were also procured from old residents at Osborne, a town 
about twenty-eight miles distant from Smith Center and one of them from a 
Mrs. Parker who knew Dr. Higley and who advised me that Dr. Higley was 
the attending physician at the birth of her daughter, over sixty years ago, and 
that she knows that Dr. Higley was the author of “Home on the Range”. 

An interesting bit of evidence was procured from an adopted sister of 
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Clarence B. Harlan, when I called on her at North Kansas City, Missouri. She 
found for me the very newspaper article which appeared in the scrapbook of 
Mrs. Hose and also brought out an old faded foolscap paper on which ap- 
peared the song which she called the “Westerm Home”. She stated that she 
had sung and played this song a great many times with Clarence B. Harlan 
and that the song was very popular with them at their home since 1874. The 
words were written by her on this sheet of paper on May 20, 1884, the date 
when it was written having been placed on another sheet of paper dating back 
some years before 1884 but that it had become torn and dilapidated and that 
she had decided to re-write it on the sheet of paper handed to me when I 
called upon her. This original piece of evidence together with the newspaper 
clipping which was also saved by her are now in the possession of the MPPA. 

I also visited Mrs. Anderson at Parkland, Pa. which is just outside of 
Philadelphia, who is a sister of Bob Swartz, one of the composers of “Colorado 
Home”. I interviewed her husband and Mrs. Anderson and they stated to me 
that the letter referred to in the version of “Colorado Home” as appears in 
Paull-Pioneers publications was received by Mrs. Anderson in 1885 and she 
exhibited to me the original letter. The appearance of the letter certainly 
bears out the fact that it must have been written a very great many years ago. 
She also exhibited to me the original photograph appearing in Paull-Pioneers 
issue. In order to be able to get her deposition, it will be necessary to have 
Mr. Mayer communicate with her and advise her to give such testimony. In 
view of the fact that she is so near New York, it might be advisable to have 
her deposition taken in New York City. 

A great many letters have been received by me as a result of the newspaper 
articles appearing all over the country and as a result of letters to the editors 
which appeared in almost every paper in the United States, a great many letters 
were also received by the defendants in the suit as well as MPPA. All these 
letters are from people who know something about the song “Home on the 
Range” or “Western Home” and generally are to the effect that they either 
heard the song much prior to 1900 or they themselves knew and sang the song 
much prior to that date. All generously offered to testify should same become 
necessary. 

I communicated with most of these people and on account of the fact that 
the correspondence is so voluminous, I suggest that all the attorneys have 
access to the original letters and affidavits taken by me in the course of my 
investigation and that a conference be called by all the attorneys, and a deci- 
sion should be made as to what depositions should be taken in this matter. 
With respect to those people whom I interviewed all over the country, I am 
in a position to give a lot of helpful suggestions at such a conference which 
would help determine which of these people should be brought on should a 
trial become necessary and the people whose depositions should be taken 
immediately because of age or other circumstances. 

I also have made a great many friends all over the country who helped me 
locate the people from whom either statements or affidavits were received by 
me and I can also offer helpful suggestions with respect to the taking of depo- 
sitions should such procedure be decided upon. 

Your investigator also deemed it of importance to investigate the general 
history and background of the plaintiffs in this case and has gathered some 
very interesting information which, for certain reasons, he does not desire to 
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include in this report but at a conference of attorneys, will be very glad to 
impart such information, but I can at this time state that I visited Tempe, 
Arizona, where the plaintiffs reside, and such information came from a reliable 


source. 

A Mrs. Emmett residing in New York City communicated with the under- 
signed and she stated that she lived near Smith Center, Kansas in 1876 and 
that she has some knowledge of this song and would be ready and willing to 
testify should her testimony become necessary. She advised me that she will 
be in New York City until June Ist and then will go to Valley Cottage, New 
York, for the summer. If her testimony is desired I know where she can be 
reached in New York City. 

Another gentleman of very high standing residing in Connecticut also com- 
municated with me and indicated that he does not desire to have his name 
made public but would be very glad to have his deposition taken or testify 
at a trial and indicated that he would be glad to come to New York City 
to give such testimony. 

I also communicated with Mrs, M. E. Harlan of Manhattan, Kansas, who 
is a widow of Eugene Harlan, a brother of Cal Harlan, and a brother-in-law of 
Dan Kelley, who is alleged to have composed the music for “Home on the 
Range” then known as “Western Home”. 

A reply was received from Hal E. Harlan, a son, who is now a practicing 
attorney in Manhattan, Kansas, and he states that his mother was one of the 
group who sang the song at the dances and celebrations at which the Harlan 
Orchestra played from 1878 to 1885, and that he personally was taught this 
song by his father as early as 1900. He also offered on behalf of his mother 
and himself to help in whatever way possible. 

It is the opinion of your investigator that there is no basis whatever to the 
claims made by the Goodwins and that the plaintiffs in this case contributed 
nothing whatsoever either to the verse or tune of “Home on the Range” or 
“Western Home” as it was sometimes known. 

Enclosed with each one of these reports you will find a newspaper article 
appearing in the Smith Center Pioneer on the occasion of my visit to that 
town and after my investigation therein had been completed, which news- 
paper incidentally, is the newspaper in which the original “Home on the 
Range” appeared in 1873. 

The term “Range” as used in the poem evidently refers to a division of 
land running north and south through the County being about six miles wide, 
all property descriptions of Smith County refer to the number of the range in 
which the property is located. Dr. Higley who received a homestead Patent 
from the United States Government to property in Smith County, received a 
Deed referring to the range in which this property is located. Annexed to this 
report is a copy of a blueprint of the engineer of Smith County showing that 

the County is divided into ranges, such ranges being indicated by the letter 
-— # 
Respectfully submitted, 


May, 1935 


SAMUEL MoANFELDT 











The Pictorial Record of the Old West 


IX. Atrrep R. Waup AND THEODORE R. Davis 


Rosert Tarr 
(Copyright, 1949, by Ropert Tarr) 


LFRED R. Waud and Theodore R. Davis were doubtless the 

most prolific illustrators of Civil War scenes. Both began as 
field artists for Harper’s Weekly at the beginning of the war and 
both covered the war for its entire duration. At the war’s close in 
1865, the Weekly in a brief article paid tribute to its staff artists, 
naming Waud first and Davis second as the principal illustrators 
of that tragic period in the nation’s history. Even today there 
exist in the Library of Congress nearly 2,300 original Civil War 
field sketches of A. R. Waud and his brother William, many of 
which were redrawn on wood and published in Harper’s Weekly 
during the period of 1861-1865.? 


Dr. Rosert Tart, of Lawrence, is professor of chemistry at the University of Kansas and 
editor of the Transactions of the Kansas Academy of Science. He is author of Photography 
and the American Scene (New York, 1938), and Across the Years on Mount Oread (Lawrence, 
1941). 

Previous articles in this pictorial series appeared in the issues of The Kansas Historical 
Quarterly for February, May, August and November, 1946, May and August, 1948, and May 
and August, 1949. The general introduction was in the February, 1946, number. 


1. “Our Artists During the War,” Harper's Weekly, New York, v. 9 (1865), June 3, p. 
339. This account listed a number of artists who had ‘ ‘gone through all the long and stir- 
ring campaigns of this war.”’ In the opening year of the war (1861) the Weekly did not credit 
by name its staff artists, usually crediting them to “‘our staff artist,” or “‘our special artist, 
so that it is not often possible to identify the illustrator. However, several accounts of T. R. 
Davis were printed during the year which enable some of his illustrations to be attributed; 
see the Weekly, v. 5 (1861), June 1, p. 341, and rae 22, 397. Harper's Weekly (see the 
citations just listed) claimed that Davis accompanied W ‘f Russell, the well-known English 
war correspondent, on a tour of the South which started just before the beginning of hostili- 
ties. According to Russell, however, there was no formal agreement with Davis about this 
trip. In fact, Russell presented a story that is almost a direct contradiction to the Weekly's 
claim; see William Howard Russell, My Diary North and South (London, 1863), v. 1, pp. 67, 
90, 114, 115, 137, 286, 335, 336, 339. Russell in describing his experiences with Davis does 
not even mention him by name; see, also, the commeian of Harper's Weekly in the issue of 
July 20, 1861, p. 450 

Beginning in 1862, the Weekly credited the illustrator in most cases. Davis, it becomes 
apparent from his illustrations, traveled more extensively than Waud, and was present jin the 
campaigns of the south and west (see, also, p. 358); Waud’s illustrations, on the other hand, 
were pretty largely restricted to the cperations of the Army of the Potomac and to Washingt 
scenes. 

2. The Library of Congress received these sketches by gift in 1919 from the late J. Pier- 
pont Morgan. The Waud material also includes six letters and two photographs. With the 
exception of J. G. Randall, in The Civil War and Reconstruction (New York, 1937), this 
treasure trove of pictorial material has been scarcely used by historians. William W aud con- 
tributed extensively to the war illustrations in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, New 
York, in the first two years of the war but toward the end, his illustrations began appearing 
in Harper’s Weekly. In addition to William Waud, Edwin Forbes, F. H. Schell, Henri Lovie 
and W. T. Crane were important Civil War illustrators for Leslie's. 

Biographical data on William Waud is meager. There is a very brief sketch of his life in 
Harper’s Weekly, v. 22 (1878), November 30, p. 947, which noted his death in Jersey City on 
November 10, 1878, and stated that Waud was not only an excellent artist but was a afte 
writer and architect as well. Inquiry directed to the Jersey City Public Library brought the 
reply that no obituary of William Waud could be found in three Jersey City papers for the 
period November 11-16, 1878. 
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Aurrep R. Waup 


Unfortunately, examination of these original sketches revealed 
that none deals with Alfred Waud’s later experiences which included 
several Western trips. As a result of these trips, however, there 
were published in the years after 1865 a very considerable number 
of Western illustrations signed “A. R. Waud” or, more frequently, 
“A. R. W.” Many were probably imaginary, some were probably 
based on photographs or on sketches of other artists, but several of 
the illustrations are important, and as his name appeared so many 
times in the field of Western illustration in the period 1865-1875, 
he rightfully occupies a place in this series. 

Of striking personal appearance, Waud attracted comment where- 
ever he went. An English correspondent, G. A. Sala, who visited 
the Army of the Potomac in January, 1864, saw Waud in action 
and the picture he presented so impressed Sala that he described 
Waud in some detail. He wrote: 


There had galloped furiously by us, backwards and forwards during our 
journey, a tall man, mounted on a taller horse. Blue-eyed, fair-bearded, strap- 
ping and stalwart, full of loud, cheery laughs and comic songs, armed to the 
teeth, jack-booted, gauntleted, slouch-hatted, yet clad in the shooting-jacket 
of a civilian. I had puzzled myself many times during the afternoon and 
evening to know what manner of man this might inwardly be. He didn’t 
look like an American; he was too well dressed to be a guerilla. I found him 
out at last, and struck up an alliance with him. The fair-bearded man was 
the “war artist” of Harper's Weekly. He had been with the Army of the 
Potomac, sketching, since its first organization, and doing for the principal 
pictorial journal of the United States that which Mr. Frank Vizetelly, in the 
South, has done so admirably for the Illustrated London News. He had been 
in every advance, in every retreat, in every battle, and almost in every re- 
connoissance. He probably knew more about the several campaigns, the 
rights and wrongs of the several fights, the merits and demerits of the com- 
manders, than two out of three wearers of generals’ shoulder-straps. But he 
was a prudent man, who could keep his own counsel, and went on sketching. 
Hence he had become a universal favorite. Commanding officers were glad 
to welcome in their tents the genial companion who could sing and tell stories, 
and imitate all the trumpet and bugle calls, who could transmit to posterity, 
through woodcuts, their features and their exploits, but who was not charged 
with the invidious mission of commenting in print on their performances. 
He had been offered, time after time, a staff appointment in the Federal 
service; and, indeed, as an aide-de-camp, or an assistant-quartermaster, his 
minute knowledge of the theatre of war would have been invaluable. Often 
he had ventured beyond the picket-lines, and been chased by the guerillas; 
but the speed and mettle of his big brown steed had always enabled him to 
show these gentry a clean pair of heels. He was continually vaulting on this 
huge brown horse, and galloping off full split, like a Wild Horseman of the 
Prairie. The honors of the staff appointment he had civilly declined. The 
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risk of being killed he did not seem to mind; but he had no relish for a 
possible captivity in the Libby or Castle Thunder. He was, indeed, an Eng- 
lishman,—English to the backbone; and kept his Foreign Office passport in a 
secure side-pocket, in case of urgent need3 

In April, 1866, Harper’s Weekly announced that it was sending 
artists through the South to depict the results of war and to show 
“the rising of a new world from chaos.” * 


The artists sent, it soon became apparent, were none other than 
A. R. Waud and T. R. Davis. They did not travel together, but 
before they returned to the source of their pay checks both crossed 
the Mississippi and made pictorial exploration of the West. Davis 
went south through the Atlantic coastal states and then turned 
west; Waud headed for the Mississippi by way of the Ohio river 
and then went further south and west. 

Both artists were allowed a freedom in reporting their travels 
that makes their work, at this late date, of particular value to the 
historian; for they were allowed to publish descriptive and signed 
notes in addition to their illustrations. In these notes they fre- 
quently identified the actual locality where sketches were made, or 
contributed information that throws considerable light on their ac- 
tivities and upon their illustrations. If such a practice had been 
universally employed, it would have saved much research and guess 
work for historians of the present day. 

Waud’s first group of illustrations on this Western trip were of 
Cincinnati, Louisville and Nashville. Although not Western towns 
according to present-day definition, they were “the West” of 1866. 
Concerning Louisville, Waud had the interesting comment: 

A stranger from the East naturally wonders at the extensive interest which 
whisky holds in countries bordering on the Ohio. Here the people that distill 
the liquor are not at all ashamed of their business. The denizens of the more 
Eastern States have a sneaking consciousness that the distilling business is not 
compatible with respectability, and evince a cowardly spirit in fabricating 
excuses for their indulgence in the fiery juice. Now in the West a man takes 
his whisky “like a man” without reference to his doctor, a stomach-ache, or a 


cold. As churches are the prominent institutions in an Eastern town, so here 
the still-house overshadows all its neighbors and proudly takes the first 


rc 


rank. . . 5 


Waud also noted, and the comment has a most familiar ring, that 


8. George Augustus Sala, My Diary in America in the Midst of War (London, 1865, 2d. 
ed.), v. 1, pp. 302, 303. Sala does not mention Waud by name but the identity is proved 
from the description. This description of Waud is also used in an account of Waud and his 
work appearing in American Art and American Art Collections (Boston, 1889), Walter Mont- 
gomery, editor, v. 2, p. 836. 

4. Harper's Weekly, v. 10 (1866), April 28, p. 259. 

5. Ibid., May 5, p. 286. 
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as a result of the war, Nashville and Louisville were “troubled with 
heavy rents and a scarcity of houses.” 

Waud continued down the Ohio to Cairo where the steamer Ruth, 
“one of the finest river boats,” was taken to Memphis and there, 
after crossing the river, a journey was made to Little Rock, Ark. 
The trip into Arkansas—which was really in the trans-Mississippi 
West, be it noted—resulted in several interesting illustrations: a 
view of Little Rock itself; another was made of a group of colored 
volunteers of the Union army being mustered out and was sketched 
“standing before the office of Colonel Page, Quartermaster” in Little 
Rock (the volunteers created quite “a furor among the resident 
colored females, . . .” Waud observantly noted); and, of course, 
the series included an illustration of the famed “Arkansas Travel- 
ers,” who were shown, Waud noted with some regret, without their 
fiddles.® 

It is possible that on this trip Waud traveled into Texas and cer- 
tainly he was in central and western Louisiana, as is shown by his 
notable illustration depicting the Acadians of Louisiana whom he 
sketched from life. They were, of course, the descendants of French 
Canadians immortalized by Longfellow in Evangeline. Other illus- 
trations also are identified as western Louisiana. The illustration 
which is most typically “Western,” however, is his “A Drove of 
Texas Cattle Crossing a Stream”* (reproduced with this article). 
Unfortunately, the illustration was not accompanied by the com- 
ments of Waud himself as it was published some time after his 
return to New York.§ The note accompanying the illustration (the 
author is not credited) identified the locality as western Louisiana 
or Texas. Its importance lies in the fact that it is the first Western 
cattle drive illustration which I have found.® The cattle drives 


6. The illustrations noted above will be found in ibid., May 26, p. 328; May 19, p. 308; 
November 10, p. 705. The notes by Waud on his illustrations of this trip appeared in ibid., 
for the following dates: May 12, p. 289; May 19, p. 318; May 26, p. 327; June 2, pp. 345, 
846; June 28, p. 898; June 30, pp. 411, 412; July 14, p. 442; July 21, p. 449; August 4, 
pp. 485, 486; August 11, pp. 508, 509; August 18, p. 526; September 8, p. 566; September 
15, p. 581; October 13, p. 654; October 20, p. 670, and November 10, p. 706. There are, of 
course, Waud illustrations in all of the issues listed. 

7. Ibid., v. 11 (1867), October 19, p. 665. The Acadian illustration will be found in the 
Weekly, October 20, 1866, p. 657; see, also, the issue of December 8, 1866, pp. 769, 781. 
There is also an illustration specifically titled, ‘‘A Storm on the Prairies—A Scene in Western 
Louisiana,” ibid., October 6, 1866, p. 636. 

8. Waud was back in New York by October 25, 1866, at least, for there is an illustration 
depicting an event of that date in Brooklyn in ibid., v. 10 (1866), November 10, p. 713. 
Waud’s Southern and Southwestern illustrations appeared, however, for several years after his 
return. 

9. This illustration of Waud’s and one of James E. Taylor, “Branding Cattle on the Prai- 
ries of Texas,” in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, June 29, 1867, p. 232, which appeared 
shortly before Waud’s, are the first of the illustrations on the Western cattle industry to be 
printed in the national illustrated press. Taylor doubtless deserves more than mention in a 
footnote in this series and I hope that enough material will be accumulated about him to make 
& more extended account possible. The chief source of information concerning him is an obit- 
uary in the New York Tribune, June 23, 1901, p. 9, which stated that he was born in Cincin- 
nati on December 12, 1839, graduated from the University of Notre Dame at 16, painted a 
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from Texas, as is well known, had been carried on for some years 
but they did not begin to attract wide attention until after the Civil 
War. The note which accompanied this illustration is also impor- 
tant for the reason that the description, probably furnished by 
Waud, reads: 


Vast numbers of these cattle are driven on foot to the Mississippi River, 
and, after crossing it, into the interior of the cotton States. . . . A drove 
of five hundred cattle is usually accompanied by a dozen men, drivers, cook, 
etc., mounted upon mustang ponies, a wild set, who plunge in and out of 
rivers, or rush in among stampeders in the most reckless way. . . .1° 


Notice that no mention of cowboys is made, for that word, with 
the connotation it now carries, was nearly a generation away from 
popular use. 

Another illustration, in somewhat the same class as that of the 
cattle drive, is “ ‘Creasing’ Mustangs in Texas.” 1! Here the locality 
is identified as an area east of the Sakatcho mountains.!* 

The sketches described above in the text and notes included the 
important contribution made by Waud to the field of Western illus- 
tration in the several years following the close of the war. Most, 
if not all, were the result of direct observation.1* Waud continued 
to publish, however, in the years following his return from the South 
and West a considerable number of illustrations, based upon his 
familiarity with the region he had visited and supplemented by his 
imagination. One of the most interesting of this group was the 
illustration, “Pilgrims of the Plains.” 1* It depicted a large group of 
emigrants with their ox-drawn wagons pulling up into the familiar 
circle for the evening encampment. T. R. Davis, however, had an 


gg ype A War panorama by the age of 18, and enlisted in the Union army at the age of 

He became a war correspondent and artist for Leslie’s in 1863 and in 1867 went to the 
- with the Indian Peace Commission. Some of his illustrations of the ag Lodge 
council (of the Peace Commission) appeared in Leslie’s for November 16, 1867, p. 138, and 
November 23, 1867, p. 158. He must have painted many Indian pictures, probably in water 
color, for, according to the American Art Annual, v. 4 (1903), p. 145, he became known as 
“the Indian artist.” He severed his connection with Leslie’s in 1883 and became a free-lance 
illustrator. His death occurred in New York City on June 22, 1901. 

10. Harper's Weekly, v. 11 (1867), October 19, p. 666. 


11. “a v. 12 (1868), November 21, p. 741. The note accompanying the illustration is 
on p. 7 

12. Although I have examined several Texas maps that are nearly contemporary with this 
Waud illustration, I have not found the Sakatcho mountains. A letter directed to the State 
Geological Survey at Austin brought the reply that they were unfamiliar with Texas mountains 
of this name. If we may judge from Waud’s travels, the “mountains” would have to be lo- 
cated in eastern Texas. 

13. Waud made several illustrations of steamboating on the Mississippi which at least 
should be mentioned. One of the best of these was “‘A Mississippi Steamboat Making a Land- 
ing at Night,” Harper's Weekly, v. 10 (1866), December 22, p. 801. Mention should also be 
made of his Texas illustration depicting a view across the Rio Grande river from the American 
side at Brownsville (ibid., November 17, p. 732). The note accompanying this illustration is 
not by Waud and it seems doubtful if he ever got as far west as Brownsville. Not many is- 
sues after this sketch appeared, another illustration of the same general character, credited to 
a photograph, appeared in the Weekly and it may be that Waud used a similar photograph jn 
preparing his illustration; see ibid., v. 11 (1867), January 5, p. 12. 


14. Ibid., v. 15 (1871), December 23, p. 1200. 
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illustration with the same title and theme and which on the whole 
is more pleasing than is Waud’s sketch and Waud may have used 
the Davis illustration as the basis for his effort..5 Waud did show a 
colored teamster in his illustration which suggests that Waud may 
have observed some such scene on his Southwestern tour. 

In possibly somewhat the same category as “Pilgrims of the 
Plains,” is Waud’s excellent sketch, “Building the Union Pacific 
Railroad in Nebraska,” which appeared in A. D. Richardson’s well- 
known book, Beyond the Mississippi."® 

It is probable that Waud did not sketch this view “on the spot” 
but redrew it from photographs. The John Carbutt photographs, 
made along the Union Pacific railroad in the fall of 1866, were 
available to Waud and much of the detail in the illustration checks 
with that shown in the photographs. Waud, however, has produced 
a much more interesting and inclusive view than is shown in any of 
the photographs and it is the best view of early Western railroad 
construction that I have examined.’* (Reproduced between pp. 344, 
345.) 

Waud used this same material apparently to prepare another il- 
lustration that appeared in Harper’s Weekly a few years later, 
“Railroad Building on the Great Plains.” 18 

The note which accompanied the illustration discussed only the 
building of the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific but Waud has 
the legend “Northern Pacific” drawn on one of the freight cars. In 
many respects it is like the illustration in the Richardson book save 
that the observer sees the work at a somewhat different angle in the 
latter illustration. 

It is possible that this last sketch was based in part upon direct 
observation. Waud was one of a number of artists employed in the 

15. The Davis illustration will be found in ibid., v. 13 (1869), June 12, p. 377. 

16. Beyond the Mississippi (Hartford, Conn.) was published first in 1867; it was repub- 
lished in many subsequent editions or printings. I have seen a printing as late as 1875 but 
the one 1 have used is dated 1869, “New Edition Written Down to Summer of 1869."" The 
Waud illustration referred to above appears facing p. 567. The book is profusely illustrated 
and strangely enough for that day, each illustration is credited in the index to both artist and 
wood engraver. The list of illustrations reads like a roll call of the field artists of the Civil 
War: A. R. Waud, Wm. Waud, Edwin Forbes, F. H. Schell, J. Becker, J. R. Chapin, Thomas 
Nast and others. Forty of the 216 illustrations were by A: R. Waud. It is doubtful if ai iy 
of the illustrations in the book were original (in the sense that they were sketched by the 
artist on the spot) but were redrawn from photographs or earlier illustrations appearing in 
the illustrated press. The topics included in the illustrations (all, of course, Western) range 


in time from 1857 to 1869 and from the Mississippi river to the Pacific coast. 
The same illustration, ‘Building the Union Pacific Railroad in Nebraska,” is reproduced in 


a collection of A. D. Richardson’s writings by his wife, Garnered Sheaves . . . (Hartford, 
Conn., 1871), facing p. 393, under the incorrect title, ‘““Building the Mississippi Valley Rail- 
road in Kansas.” It was “borrowed” by the publishers solely because Richardson was de- 


scribing railroad construction of a line in eastern Kansas running south from Kansas City. 
The background is obviously not that of eastern Kansas. 


17. For discussion and reproduction of some of the Carbutt photographs of 1866, see 
Robert Taft, Photography and the American Scene (New York, 1938), ch. 15. 

18. Harper's Weekly, v. 19 (1875), July 17, p. 577. A note discussing the illustration will 
be found on p. 579. 
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preparation of the elaborate two-volume work, Picturesque Amer- 
ica, edited by William Cullen Bryant and published in the early 
1870’s.!® 

Waud had a number of illustrations in this publication of the 
“Lower Mississippi” and also of the “Northwest” (Wisconsin, Min- 
nesota and the Dakotas). One account of his work stated that the 
material for these illustrations was obtained on a trip to the South 
and to the West in 1872.”° 

As the first volume of Picturesque America was published in 1872 
it seems probable that the material for the “Lower Mississippi” il- 
lustrations was obtained before this date. The “Northwest” illus- 
trations might well have been secured at this time. Still another 
trip to this region may have been made by Waud, for there ap- 
peared in 1880 and 1881 a number of his illustrations of Dakota 
territory, although here again he may have supplemented his first- 
hand knowledge of this region with photographs.*! 

After 1882, Waud’s illustrations in Harper’s Weekly and Harper’s 
Magazine virtually disappear. In fact, the last decade of his life 
seems to have been spent in an effort to regain his health. He died 
at Marietta, Ga., on April 6, 1891, where he had gone to recuperate 
his failing strength.?? 


THEODORE R. Davis 


Davis had already acquired a considerable knowledge of the West 
by the time he and Waud were sent on their Southern tour of 1866. 
Not many months after the surrender of the last Confederate troops 
in the spring of 1865, Harper’s sent Davis to Denver to report on 
the activities on the plains and in the mountains. The ambitious 


19. Picturesque America; . - (ONew York, 1, 1872, and v. 2, 1874). Among the 
artists who contributed to this interesting work, in addition to Waud, were Harry Fenn, R 
Swain Gifford, James D. Smillie, Thomas Moran, F. O. C. Darley and Worthington Whit- 
tredge. Smillie is the only one of the group _w hose written de scription of his work appeared in 
this publication. He spent several weeks in Yosemite sometime between 1869 and 1872. Most 
of the illustrations—principally of scenery—are reproduced as wood engravings; a few are 
steel engravings. 

20. American Art and American Art Collections, Walter Montgomery, ed., v. 2, p. 836. 

21. Harper's Magazine, v. 60 (1880), March, pp. 529-535, May, p. 805; E. V. Smalley, 
History of the Northern Pacific Railroad (New York, 1888), and “Out on a Prairie in a Bliz- 
zard,”’ Harper’s Weekly, v. 25 (1881), January 29, p. 77 

22. Obituaries and biographical notes at Waud's death will be found in ibid., v. 35 
(1891), April 18, p. 279; Marietta (Ga.) Journal, April 9, 1891; Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution, 
April 8, 1891, p. 7; Orange (N. J.) Chronicle, April 11, 1891, and others. The biographical 
material given in these accounts varies considerably. One stated that he had no survivors; 
another that he had three daughters; several said that Waud was buried at South Orange, 
N. J., others in Marietta. A headstone in the Episcopal cemetery in Marietta settles the 
question, however, for it is marked, “Alfred R. Waud, Oct. 2, 1828-Apr. 6, 1891." The 
Harper's Weekly account stated that Waud was born in London and came to this country 
when 30 years of age. The first of his illustrations in the Weekly that I have been able to 
identify with certainty is in the issue of July 3, 1858, p. 429. Frank Weitenkampf in his 
American Graphic Arts (New York, 1912), mentioned Waud and his brother, William, and 
stated that A. R. Waud also illustrated for Demorest’s New York Illustrated News during its 
life (1859-1864). A brief biographical account of Waud is also given in The Cyclopaedia of 
American Biographies (Boston, 1903), v. 7, p. 520. 
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attempt of D. A. Butterfield to establish rapid stage transportation 
from the Missouri river (the end of the railroad) to the bustling 
mining districts of Colorado territory, and the rumors of a rising 
tide of Indian troubles as Western immigration mounted and rail- 
roads advanced, were doubtless among the factors responsible for 
Davis’ assignment. 

Davis arrived in Atchison, the eastern terminal of the Butterfield 
Overland Despatch, in mid-November, 1865, and at 8 a.m., No- 
vember 17, left Atchison in company with three other passengers 
who, with himself, as Davis said, were “four persons entirely inno- 
cent of any knowledge of the plains, .”23 (See picture facing 
p. 345.) 

The members of this party included Gen. W. R. Brewster, vice- 
president of the Butterfield company ; Lawrence Hasbrouk of Kings- 
ton, N. Y., and apparently Davis’ traveling companion, and Wil- 
liam M. Calhoun, probably a resident of Atchison.** 

The greenhorns of the plains rapidly became initiated to its won- 
ders. Davis, the cook of the party, discovered that buffalo chips 
made a wonderful fuel; in fact, he affirmed “that there is no better 
broiling fuel than a perfectly dry ‘buffalo chip’.” Davis, too, al- 
though inured to the hardships of campaign life during the Civil 
War, found his ingenuity taxed in sleeping on top of the Concord 
coach, but this method he preferred to the cramped quarters inside 
the coach. He did not disclose, however, how he prevented him- 
self from rolling off the top of the swaying coach as it lumbered 
along across the plains at night. His real test, however, was yet 
to come. 

Two days before Davis and his party had started, a B. O. D. 
coach with L. K. Perrin, a correspondent of the New York Times, 
and one Fred Merwin, the company messenger, had left Atchison.” 
The third day out from Atchison, the Davis party met Perrin who, 


23. T. R. Davis, “A Stage Ride to Colorado,” Harper's Magazine, v. 35 (1867), July, 
pp. 137-150. Davis says that the party left at sunrise on November 17, 1865, and The Daily 


Free Press, Atchison, November 18, 1865, recorded the fact that the B. O. D. coach “left 
yesterday morning at 8 o'clock, for Central City (Colorado territory], with the following pas- 
sengers: L. Hasbrouck, T. R. Davis, Gen. W. R. Brewster, Wm. M. Calhoun.’ rhe couch 
with these passengers reached Junction City at four o'clock the next morning, thus maki 

about 120 miles in 20 hours, according to the Junction City Union, November 25, 1865, which 


identified Brewster as the vice-president of the B. O. D. The Butterfield service to Denver 
and Central City (in the heart of the mining district) had been under way scarcely two months 
when Davis made his trip, for the first coach had left Atchison on September 11 and had 
reached Denver September 22, being 12 days en route over approximately 600 miles; sce 
Atchison Daily Press, September 25, 1865. 

24. The identification of Brewster is made in Footnote 23; of Hasbrouk in the Rocky 
Mountain News, Denver, December 1, 1865, and the Central City (Colo.) Daily Miners’ Re 
ister, December 15, 1865; Calhoun was back in Atchison by December 5, see Atchison Daily 
Press, December 5, 1865. 

25. Atchison Daily Press, November 15, 1865. The identification of Per rleo spelled 
Perine and Perrine) as the correspondent of the Times is made rote gh p+ Aa 8 "We ly. v. 10 
(1866), January 27, p. 58, which quoted from Perrin’s account of the fight (described later in 
the text) in the Times. 
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with others, had escaped when the Indians attacked the coach at 
Downer station still farther west. The messenger had been killed 
and the stock driven off.?¢ 

After finding that the Indians were on the warpath, the Davis 
party returned to the nearest station, sent back to nearby Fort 
Fletcher (southeast of present Hays—see picture facing p. 345) for 
a guard and then camped for the night. A detail of five cavalry- 
men and a company of infantry joined them later that night. The 
next day the party and their escort passed Downer station and saw 
that the other coach and the station had been completely destroyed. 
About a day later the infantry turned back but the party was 
joined by a surgeon and four soldiers in an ambulance. 

As the coach, ambulance and cavalrymen reached another of the 
plains stations, Smoky Hill Spring, the quick eye of Davis detected 
a band of Indians charging down upon them. (See sketch facing 
p. 345.) But let Davis tell the story in his modest way: 


The coach containing Gen. Brewster Mr. Hasbrouk, Mr. Perrin and Mr. 
Davis, of Harper’s, was within a few moments drive of the Station (Smoky 
Hill Spring) when Mr. Davis saw a band of Indians charging on the coach, 
less than sixty yards distant. ‘ 

Mr. D., the moment that he gave the alarm, picked up his rifle and sent 
its contents at the most gaudily gotten up Indian, who not liking the dose ran 
off. On the other side of the coach, Gen. Brewster was peppering away at a 
white man, who seemed to be the leader of the party [possibly Bob Brent, a 
half-breed]. . . 

This reception the Indians did not like, so ran off. We had by this time 
reached the station with the coach, when we saw that another band of “red 
skins” had gone for the stock. Seeing this, one of the stock herders, a brave 
man, had made an effort to drive the stock toward the station. While doing 
this, one of the Indians had charged on him, driving arrows at him meantime. 
The Indian was within a few paces of the stock herder when Mr. Davis sent 
the interior arrangements of his Ballard rifle into Mr. Indian’s back, causing 
a series of very curious gyrations on the part of the Indian who was tied to 
his horse, so saved his scalp. By this time there was not an Indian within a 
half mile of us, so we were at liberty to look about to discover what the 
next move was to be. . . .27 

26. The locality of the fight was at Downer station, one of the 59 stations of the B. O. D. 
between Atchison and Denver, which was in present Trego county, Kansas. A table of sta- 
tions and distances west of Junction City on the B.O.D. will be found in the Leavenworth 
Daily Conservative, September 22, 1865. The Atchison Daily Press, July 22, 1865, gave the 
first six stations west of Junction City. Frank A. Root and William E. Connelley, The Over- 
land Stage to California (Topeka, 1901), p. 398, also listed the B.O. D. stations west of 
Junction City, varying somewhat from those given in the Leavenworth Conservative. In the 
discussion which followed their table, Root and Connelley became inconsistent. As these 
sources seem to be all that are available upon the subject, the exact distances and stations are 
uncertain. The total distance from the Missouri river to Denver is given as 588 miles jin one 
account and 592 in the other. Accounts of Merwin’s death will be found in the Atchison 
Daily Press, November 30, 1865, and in Davis’ own story in Harper's Magazine, July, 1867. 

27. The Weekly Rocky Mountain News, December 6, 1865. This account, only a small 
part of which is reprinted above, is dated ‘“‘Denver Dec. 2, 1865,” and is the continuation 


of a description of the early part of the trip by the occupants of the coach which Davis had 
described for the Daily Rocky Mountain News but is reprinted in the same issue of the 
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They soon discovered that the ambulance and four occupants, 
which had become separated from the coach, was in need of aid 
and the cavalrymen went to their rescue. The ambulance was 
abandoned and the Indians soon had the mules and swiftly put fire 
to the vehicle. The combined party retired to the adobe station 
where they were besieged overnight by the redskins. The siege con- 
tinued well into the next day but the travelers were finally re- 
enforced the next noon by a large army detachment. The Indians 
fled and under strong guard the coach eventually arrived in Denver 
after 15 days on the plains.** “Cooper might have his Indians; we 
did not care for their company,” was Davis’ dry comment on his 
experience, 

With such a wealth of experience, the sketchbook of Davis was 
well filled upon arrival in Denver and a number of these experiences 
found their way into pictures in Harper’s Weekly and Harper’s 
Magazine.*® Unfortunately, the originals of all of these sketches 
save one have disappeared. In a small pocket notebook carried by 
Davis on this trip of 1865, there is the faded outline sketch of the 
“Interior of the Adobe Fortification at Smoky Hill Station.” °° 

Davis made Denver his headquarters for the next several months, 
taking side trips during his stay to the mining districts of Colorado 
in the neighborhood of Central City and to Santa Fe in New Mexico 
territory. He met with a ready and hospitable reception from the 
newspaper fraternity of the mountain West. Possessed of a buoyant 
and sunny disposition, he made friends wherever he went. No 
journey was too fatiguing to allay his interest in new sights and 


Weekly as above. This earlier part is headed “HEADQUARTERS IN A or (Indians on every 


side), Smoky Hitt Springs, Nov. 25, '65."" Both accounts are signed * ” Davis also bes 
a story of the fight in Harper’s Magazine, July, 1867, and Perrin at ae V 

account (which is in agreement with the Davis accounts) for the ow York Times which 
Harper's Weekly reprinted in part in its issue of January 27, 1866, p. 58. 


The Smoky Hill station, the scene of this fight, was in present Logan county, Kansas. 


28. The arrival of the party “this morning”’ is reported in the Rocky Mountain News, 
December 1, 1865. 

29. Fifteen illustrations resulting from this ride across the plains will be found in Harper's 
Magazine, July, 1867, pp. 187-150, a few of which are duplicates of those which already ap- 
peared in Harper's Weekly. (Four of these original fifteen illustrations are reproduced facing 
p. 345.) The Weekly illustrations will be found in the issue of January 27, 1866, p. 56, 
“ ‘Council of War’ on the Plains’ (duplicated in part one of the Harper's Magazine illustra- 
tions); “On the Plains—Indians Attacking Butterfield’s Overland Dispatch Coach” (dupli- 
cated one in the Harper’s Magazine account although in the Weekly it was a full-page illus- 
tration), April 21, 1866, p. 248; “Exterior of the Adobe Fortification at Smoky Hil! Station— 
Fighting the Fire,” tbid., p. 249, and “Interior of the Adobe Fortification at Smoky Hill Sta- 
tion,” ibid. (The last picture is reproduced facing p. 352.) 

30. In 1940 I secured from Mrs, Cullen W. Parmelee of Urbana, IIl., a daughter of Theo- 
dore R. Davis, a collection of letters, notes, photographs, etc., bearing on the Western trips 
of Davis. Reference to this material is hereafter made by the notation “Parmelee Collection.” 
I am indebted to Mrs. Parmelee and her sister, Mrs. W. D. Pennypacker of Madison, Wis., 
not only for the privilege of examining this material but for personal recollections and other 
information concerning their father. 

The sketch noted above is the only original Western drawing of Davis that I have so far 
found. The sketch appeared on adjacent sides of a notebook carried by Davis on his first 
Western trip; the notebook measured approximately 2x 4 inches. 
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new experiences, and any danger lent added zest to all his numerous 
enterprises. 

It was not long before the newspapers were referring to “our gay 
and festive friend,” “a gentleman of an extremely happy turn of 
mind,” and when he left Central City, a paper stated—“he has made 
hosts of friends, we are assured, and that his charming manners 
entitle him to them, we will not gainsay. He goes, and with him a 
full share of public esteem.” * 

With such winning ways to aid him, Davis had only to ask and 
the sights of the Western world were opened to him. The mines and 
ranches and many of the novel sights were recorded in picture and 
shortly these sketches were appearing in the weekly issues of Har- 
per’s. 

Views of Denver, including one of Blake street (practically con- 
temporary with the view of Mathews discussed in a previous num- 
ber of this series), of Central City, of Santa Fe, of Navahoes weav- 
ing a blanket on the famous Maxwell ranch and others appeared 
in print.8*. Probably there were many in Davis’ sketchbooks that 
were never published. 

Davis left Denver for “the States” on February 18, 1866. The 
return trip was again made over the Butterfield route but this time 
without the wild excitement of the out-going trip and only “five 
days and four hours” were necessary to make the crossing of the 
plains.*% 

The next major assignment that concerns us was the Southern 
and Southwestern tour already mentioned in connection with Waud; 
a tour to determine the effects of war and the recovery from war. 
As already pointed out, Davis started his assignment by visiting 
Southern states along the Atlantic seaboard, but the part of the 
journey that is of interest to us comes from the fact that he turned 


31. Comments on Davis’ character will be found in Harper’s Weekly, v. 38 (1894), No- 
vember 24, p. 1114; Rocky Mountain News, January 17, 1866, and December 1, 1865; Cen- 
tral City Daily Miners’ Register, December 19, 1865. 


32. ‘‘Banking-House, Denver City, Colorado—Miners Bringing in Gold Dust” and “The 
Overland Coach Office, Denver City, Colorado [Blake Street],’’ in Harper’s Weekly, v. 10 
(1866), January 27, p. 57; “Central City, Colorado” and “‘A Gambling Scene in Denver City, 
Colorado,”’ February 17, p. 97 (cover page); “Street View in Santa Fe, New Mexico,” April 
21, p. 249; “Indian Squaws Weaving a Blanket,’’ September 15, p. 580. Probably the 
“Overland Mail-Coach,” ibid., v. 12 (1868), February 8, p. 88, also belongs to this period 4s 
a note on p. 87 of this issue identified the locality as Guy’s gulch, “about thirty miles west 
of Denver."’ Davis made but two other Western trips (those of 1866 and 1867) and on 
neither of these is there any evidence that he reached Denver. 

33. Davis’ return to Atchison is noted in the Atchison Daily Champion, February 24, 
1866, which reported that he arrived in Atchison on the 23d. He left Denver on the 18th 
(Rocky Mountain News, February 19, 1866). Other mentions of Davis made in the Colorado 
papers and not already cited will be found in the Rocky Mountain News, December 12, 1865; 
January 18, 1866; February 3, 1866 (comment on the first Davis illustrations on the Smoky 
Hill route to appear in Harper's Weekly); February 13, 1866 (notes Davis’ return from Santa 
Fe the evening before; he had left for Santa Fe on January 17); Davis, in an account signed 

“‘Russell”—his middle name—described some of his New Mexico experiences in the Weekly 
Rocky Mountain News, February 21, 1866; Central City Daily Miners’ Register, December 
13, 15, 16 and 19, 1865. 
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west when he arrived in the deep South, stopped at New Orleans 
and then went on into Texas.*4 The Western illustrations included 
views of the cities of Houston and Galveston, and one particularly 
interesting, “The Dry-Goods Drummer on His Travels.—Scene on 
the Galveston and Houston Railroad.—‘Here’s Jeff, Fellows!’” It 
depicted a bar with an unreconstructed rebel lifting a drink to the 
defunct Confederate president—doubtless a sight particularly irri- 
tating to Davis, who had undergone the vicissitudes of a four-year 
campaign with the Union army.*® 
Davis was given a breathing spell for a few months after return- 
ing from his Southern trip. But one day—April 2, 1867, according 
Davis—he met Fletcher Harper on Broadway who, without 
further ado, asked, “Why are you not with General Hancock’s 
Indian expedition?” Davis needed no other direction and inside 
half an hour—if we can believe Davis—he had gathered his “sketch- 
book, pet ‘Ballard,’ and a few minor necessaries” and was on his 
way West.*¢ 
Indian troubles on the plains of Kansas and Nebraska were 
gradually becoming worse as the last half of the 1860’s advanced. 
The westward tide of migration was rapidly rising as the railroads 
slowly but steadily forged their way into the hunting grounds of the 
Indians. Depredations on settlers, on stage lines and on railroad 
construction parties became more numerous as the Indian resisted 


34. The first of these Southern illustrations to appear will be found in Harper's Weekly, 
v. 10 (1866), May 5, p. 285, and June 2, p. 345, and dealt with Virginia. Succeeding issues 
also contained other Southern illustrations. New Orleans sketches by Davis in considerable 
number appeared in the issue for August 25, pp. 536, 537, and then in the issue of September 
1, p. 556, was a note from Davis in New Orleans. 

35. The views of Houston and of Galveston (four in number) appeared in ibid., October 
27, p. 684. A descriptive note by Davis appeared on p. 686. The Galveston and Houston 
a view will be found in the issue of October 6, p. 637, with descriptive comment on 
Pp. 

_ 86. The quotations are from Davis’ article, “‘A Summer on the Plains,” Harper's Maga- 
zine, v. 36 (1868), February, pp. 292-307. Actually there must have been some previous dis- 
cussion and correspondence on the subject for in the Parmelee collection is a letter of General 
Hancock's dated: “Headquarters Department of the Missouri, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 
March 10, 1867,” to Davis advising him that he was “only waiting for a proper condition of 
the roads to enable me to transport my supplies to the proper points, before starting on a 
tour of a month or six weeks in the Indian Country. 

_ “I propose going in the direction of the Arkansas and Smoky Hill, with 1200 men--pos- 
sibly a few hundred more. I had intended to redress some outrages but the late action of 
Congress has been such that I shall now go for the purpose simply of displaying some suffi- 
cient force. To show the Indians that we are now ready for peace or war.— Leaving to the 
Indian Bureau the duty of investigating the facts and indicating the course to be pursued : 
reference to outrages of past date. Our visit may prevent an outbreak. If one is intended, 
may precipitate it. The Indians threaten to stop travel over the Overland and Pacific R. tL 
We will demand peaceful dispositions and also will punish aggressions or hostile acts coming 
under our notice. . 

“I expect to be absent six weeks. You will best know whether it will afford you sufficient 

interest to accompany us. You will have time to join me by rail and overl: and at Fort Harker 
(Fort Ellsworth) after you see in the papers that I have started from here.’ 
_ Davis’ reference to Fletcher Harper is made as “the Commander-in-chief of Harper's”; as 
is well-known, Fletcher Harper was the directing officer of Harper's Weekly; see Dictionary of 
American Biography, v. 8, p. 281; Harper's Weekly, v. 51 (1907), January 5, p 11, Henry 
Mills Alden, “Recollections of an Early Editor.” Alden stated: “The man who originated 
the Weekly [Fletcher Harper] really conducted it as long as he lived. Every Monday morn- 
ing he brought me the scheme of the illustrated pages of the next number of the paper, Jeav- 
ing to me the supply and adjustment of the text for all the other pages, except the portion 
occupied by Mr. Curtis’s [George William Curtis] editorials.” 
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this encroachment. The newspapers of the West clamored for 
greater and greater aid from the army and for the extermination of 
every redskin. “. . . Lo, his squaws and papooses, and his rela- 
tives and tribe, [will be found to be] a set of miserable, dirty, 
lousy, blanketed, thieving, lying, sneaking, murdering, graceless, 
faithless, gut-eating skunks as the Lord ever permitted to infect 
the earth, and whose immediate and final extermination all men, 
except Indian agents and traders, should pray for” was doubtlessly 
the nearly universal, if not humanitarian, opinion of the frontier on 
the Indian question.** 

Urged by the press and state officials, the army decided to send 
Gen. W. S. Hancock, commander of the Department of the Missouri, 
upon the plains early in 1867 with so large a force that it would 
either awe the Indians or precipitate an immediate Indian war. It 
was this expedition which Hancock invited Davis to accompany as 
already described in Hancock’s letter of March 10 (see Footnote 
36) 38 

Since the Davis trip of 1865 to Kansas, the railroad had advanced 
to Junction City, about a third of the way across the state. In early 
April, 1867, he was in this town but found that Hancock was al- 


ready out on the plains and reported to be camped near Fort Larned 
(near the present town of Larned). The Santa Fe stage was about 
to leave Junction City as Davis arrived and as it would take him 


87. The quotation is from the Topeka Weekly Leader, June 27, 1867. A correspondent in 
the Leader a few months earlier (September 20, 1866), however, had written, ‘“‘The Smoky 
Hill valleys [of central and western Kansas] were the Indians paradise, and to yield this great 
and glorious hunting grounds up to the pale faces without a struggle would be asking too 
much of the poor red men. 

ow lo, an interjection, came to be used as a proper noun, a synonym for Indian (as it is 
in the text above) has always intrigued me. Dictionaries ascribe it to Pope’s famous lines in 
his Essay on Man with the sentence beginning 
“Lo, the poor Indian! whose untutor’d mind 
Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind!” 

I have no fault to find with this ascription for it is undoubtedly correct, but who first 
started using Pope’s introductory Lo for Indian is entirely a different matter and for some 
years I have been jotting down notes when I found Lo used in this manner. Horace Greeley 
was —— one of the first to suggest its use in this manner in the United States as far 
as my researches on this molehill in the path of history go. In the New York Weekly Trib- 
une, December 80, 1848, p. 2, is a column devoted to the discussion of Indian affairs headed, 
“Lo! tHe Poor Inpun!”’; and a number of times in the Tribune between this date and the 
early 1860’s I have found it thus =, including a heading for one of Greeley’s own letters 
(Daily Tribune, July 19, 1859, p. 

On the frontier itself it seems « have appeared in the press about 1865 in the shortened 
form, Lo. Possibly the casual reference of Edwin C. Manning in his paper, “The Kansas 
State Senate of 1865 and 1866" (Kansas Historical Collections, v. 9 [1905-1906], p. 363), 
to D. W. Houston, a member of the senate in 1865, may explain it. Manning wrote of Hous- 
ton’s fame by stating, as if it were common knowledge, that Houston made a famous para- 
phrase of Pope’s lines in the state senate (presumably in 1865) which read 

“Lo, the poor Indian, whose untutored mind 
Clothes him before and leaves him bare behind.” 

Undoubtedly such a statement would tickle the risibilities of a generation well versed in the 

ordinary dress of the Indian and this circumstance may well have given the impetus to the 

very common usage of Lo for Indian in the frontier press. D. W. Wilder, however, in his 
Annals of Kansas (Topeka, 1886), p. 628, under date of December 31, 1873, stated “The 
word Lo, meaning an Indian, and in general use, Prof. Dunbar learns ‘originated with Sol. 
Miller [editor of the Kansas Chief, of White Cloud and Troy].” 


88. For an extended account of frontier Indian troubles of 1864-1867 in Kansas, see 
Marvin H. Garfield, The Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. 1 (1981-1932), pp. 140-152, 326-344. 





Davis’ “SHOOTING BUFFALO FROM THE TRAINS OF 
Kansas Paciric Rattroap” (1867) 


Davis’ “INTERIOR OF THE ADOBE FORTIFICATION AT 
Smoky Hitu Station [Kansas]” (1866) 
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to his destination, he secured transportation as the only passenger. 
The company messenger and the driver were the only other occu- 
pants of the stage but many mail bags containing public documents 
filled most of the available space. In fact so weighted was the 
vehicle with “Pub. Docs.,” as Davis called them, that it soon stuck 
fast in fording the Smoky Hill river near Fort Harker. Help from 
the fort got them out but they had scarcely started on their way 
before a heavy late snow set in. By nightfall they were stuck in 
a snowdrift with the thermometer rapidly falling. After a council 
of war, it was decided that the driver should unhitch his mules and 
attempt to make the next station, leaving Davis and the messenger 
“to guard the treasure and the Pub. Docs.” “On leaving us,” re- 
ported Davis, “the driver gave vent to the longest, most emphatic, 
and unsurpassable bullwhacker oath that it has ever been my bad 
fortune to listen to. Coming, as it did, from a man who had nine 
chances out of ten of freezing to death before morning, it was simply 
horrible.” The oath must have been a gem of its kind if Davis, 
after four years of war and several years of extended travel, could 
classify it as the “most emphatic” he had ever heard. 

The two—Davis and the messenger—passed a bleak night alone 
in the coach with the only food “corn in two states: the liquid ex- 
tract, bottled; and one single hermetically-sealed can of the corn 
in a solid state, half-cooked.” Aid did reach them in the morning, 
however, and in due time Davis reached Hancock’s command en- 
camped near Fort Larned. Here a fruitless Indian council led to 
the decision to break camp and to march west some 25 or 30 miles 
until they were near a large Indian village. At this locality General 
Hancock with Generals A. J. Smith and G. A. Custer, who, with 
the Seventh cavalry, had joined Hancock’s command, met Roman- 
Nose, the celebrated war-chief of the Cheyennes and halted near 
their village. Again the council with the Indians was unsatisfactory 
and Custer was ordered the next day to surround the village but 
found that most of the Indians had fled during the night. Upon 
receipt of news, however, that one of the stage stations had been 
burned and station men killed by Indians, Hancock had Smith de- 
stroy the village by fire. 

Moving on, Hancock had further councils with the Kiowas and 
Arapahoes but all proved elusive or made unsatisfactory promises. 
The command was finally marched to Fort Hays (near present 
Hays) where Hancock left the Seventh cavalry under Custer to 
protect the frontier and the stage stations in this neighborhood, 
Davis had been with Hancock during all these marchings and 
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counter-marchings and when Hancock left, Davis remained with 
Custer, his pencil continually busy. 

Custer’s command was called north early in June to stem further 
Indian depredations, and marches to Fort McPherson (about 100 
miles west of present Kearney, Neb.) and up the Platte river were 
made. 

On this trip Davis witnessed several Indian skirmishes with the 
Sioux under their chief Pawnee Killer, and he was with the com- 
mand when they found the remains of Lt. L. 8. Kidder and ten men 
who had been sent from Fort Sedgwick (in present northeastern 
Colorado) with orders from General Sherman to Custer. Kidder’s 
detachment had been surrounded by Indians (in present Sherman 
county, Kansas) and destroyed. Custer reached Fort Wallace (in 
present Wailace county, Kansas) early in July where he decided to 
allow his troops a few days’ rest after their extended campaign on 
the plains. He, himself, with a considerable detachment, left Fort 
Wallace and pushed east to Fort Hays, Davis accompanying the 
detachment. Any decisive Indian engagements seemed unlikely 
and as cholera had made its appearance in frontier posts, Davis 
decided to give up the Indian campaign and early in August left 
Fort Harker by rail, which the Union Pacific, “Eastern division,” 
had reached during his travels on the plains.*® 

The campaign, as far as settling the Indian problem went, was a 
failure and the frontier press was not reticent in calling attention to 
this state of affairs. “Gameless, scalpless, and . . . a stu- 
pendous imposition” the Westernmost newspaper proclaimed it.* 

The frontier was obviously expecting too much of our small reg- 
ular army which had its own problems in plenty. There is little 


39. In this resume of the Indian campaign of 1867 I have followed Davis’ own account 
which, in general, is in agreement with the standard accounts (such as that given by Garfield, 
cited in Footnote 38). It will be found as “A Summer on the Plains,” Harper's Magazine, 
v. 36 (1868), February, pp. 292-307. Davis also had several earlier notes in Harper's Weexly 
written from the field during the campaign. They will be found in the Weekly, v. 11 (1867), 
May 11, pp. 301, 302; May 25, pp. 328, 329; June 29, pp. 405, 406; July 6, p. 426; Sep- 
tember q, p. 564. In the last citation there is quoted in part a letter from Davis written at 
Fort Harker, August 3 (1867). The Union Pacific Railway, Eastern division, was opened as 
far as Ellsworth and Fort Harker by July 15, 1867, according to ‘‘Report of the Condition 
and ay of the Union Pacific Railway, E[astern}. D[ivision]., for the Year Ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1867 . . .,” in Speeches of Senators Yates . . ., on the Pacific Rail Road 
Question, p. 72, and the Topeka Weekly Leader, November 7, 1867 (adv.). 

For the location of army posts, I have used Garfield, ‘‘The Military Post as a Factor in 
the Frontier Defense of Kansas, 1865-1869,” in The Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. 1 (1931- 
1932), pp. 50-62. A useful map of army posts in the West will be found in Harper's Weekly, 
June 15, 1867, p. 372. The Pacific railroad lines on this map, however, mark only the pro- 
posed routes. Additional light on the Hancock campaign is also furnished by the letters of 
H. M. Stanley in the Missouri Democrat, St. Louis, and reprinted in his My Early Travels 
and Adventures . . . (London, 1895), v. 1. 

40. Junction City Weekly Union, August 17, 1867. Frontier towns and Western transpor- 
tation companies, of course, were expecting far too much of the army as General Sherman 
harassedly pointed out under date of July 1, 1867: ‘Were I or the department commanders 
to send guards to every point where they are clamored for, we would need alone on the plains 
a hundred thousand men, mostly of cavalry. Each spot of every road, and each little settle- 
ment along our five thousand miles of frontier, wants its regiment of. cavalry or infantry to 
protect it against the combined power of all the Indians .""—Report of the Secretary 
of War, House Ex. Doc. No, 1, 40 Cong., 2 Sess. (1867- 1868), pp. 65-68. 
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doubt, however, that their tactics might have been improved. 
“H—1,” a plainsman is reported to have said, “talk about regulars 
hunting Indians! They go out, and when night comes they blow the 
bugle to let the Indians know that they are going to sleep. In the 
morning they blow the bugle to let the Indians know they are going 
to get up. Between their bugle and great trains, they manage to 
keep the red-skins out of sight.” * 

Whatever the military value of the campaign, Davis had secured 
a first-hand knowledge of Western warfare as it was then practiced; 
an opportunity for observation that was almost unique in the an- 
nals of American illustration. From his summer’s experience on 
the plains—nearly four months in the saddle, extending over a dis- 
tance which Davis estimated as some 3,000 miles—there resulted 
many, many illustrations which appeared both in Harper’s Weekly 
and in Harper’s Magazine. Among the more notable of these illus- 
trations we may list “The Coach in the Storm,” “Lodges of the 
Chiefs in the Indian Village Captured by General Hancock,” near 
Fort Larned; “Sutler’s Store at Fort Dodge, Kansas” (reproduced 
on the cover of this issue), “The Indian War—General Custer’s 
Scouts,” “Buffalo-Hunting on the Plains by Officers of the United 
States Army” (some of the sketches in this group, Mrs. Custer 
related, were drawn in General Custer’s tent at Fort Hays), “Camp 
Pets of the Seventh United States Cavalry,” and a sketch of Davis 
himself in his buckskin uniform dated, “Fort Harker, August 3d 
67.” 42 


41. Junction City Weekly Union, July 13, 1867. 


42. These illustrations and many others not listed will be found in Harper's Magazine, 
February, 1868 (5 illustrations, although in general not as interesting as those which ap- 
eared in the Weekly); Harper's Weekly, v. 11 (1867), May 11, p. 301 (three illustrations), 
May 25, pp. 328, 329 (six illustrations; two of Fort Dodge reproduced in this issue), June 8, 
p. 357 (four illustrations, two possibly are after photographs), June 29, p. 405 (two illustra- 
tions), July 6, pp. 424, 425 (nine illustrations of buffalo hunting), August 3, p. 484 (four il- 
lustrations), August 17, p. 513 (two illustrations) and p. 516 (three illustrations), September 
7, p. 564 (four illustrations); oddly enough a number of these illustrations have already been 
reproduced in the Kansas Historical Collections. Only two are credited to T. R. Davis, how- 
ever, and no information at all is supplied concerning him; see Mrs. Frank C, Montgomery, 
“Fort Wallace and Its Relation to the Frontier,”’ Kansas Historical Collections, v. 17 (1926- 
1928), pp. 189-283. 

It should also be pointed out that illustrations by other artists than Davis were published 
concerning the Indian war of 1867 in Harper's Weekly. Chief among these were several illus- 
trations by Philip D, Fisher. They will be found in the Weekly, v. 11 (1867), April 2, p. 
268 (shows the Hancock expedition encamped at Fort Harker on April 2, 1867, before Davis 
reached it); July 27, p. 468 (two illustrations). Fisher also had four illustrations of scenes 
along the newly-constructed Union Pacific, Eastern division (through Kansas), in the issue for 
June 15, p. 373. Fisher was a civil engineer employed by the railroad and his name occurs 
frequently in Kansas newspapers of the late 1860's. He was apparently a Civil War veteran 
and a native of Ohio; see mention in Topeka Leader, April 25, 1867; Junction City Weekly 
Union, July 27 and August 8, 1867. 

The illustrations of J. D. Howland at the Indian peace treaty at Medicine Lodge in the 
fall of 1867 should likewise be included in the pictorial record of Indian wars. I hope to 
consider Howland later in this series. 

Three illustrations after photographs and sketches of A. R. Calhoun and William A. Bell of 
the Indian war appeared in Harper's Weekly, July 27, 1867, p. 468. Calhoun and Bell were 
members of a surveying party of the Union Pacific. Calhoun was said to be an artist and 
correspondent for the Philadelphia Press; for Bell, see his book, New Tracks in North Amer- 
ica (London, 1869). Mrs. Custer’s reference to the Davis sketches at Fort Hays will be 
found in her book, Tenting on the Plains (New York, 1889), p. 610. 
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Five other illustrations, not connected with the Indian war, were 
undoubtedly made by Davis on his trip to the plains in the summer 
of 1867. One of these was a picture of a beaver dam on the Pawnee 
fork of the Arkansas river which Davis viewed on his travels of that 
summer; another was a sketch of buffalo shooting from the trains of 
the Union Pacific railroad (reproduced facing, p. 352) which Davis 
may have seen near Fort Harker; still another was the full-page 
illustration, “Prairie-Chicken Shooting in Kansas,” also witnessed 
after Davis’ return to eastern Kansas, and lastly, two farming 
scenes—plowing on the plains of Kansas.** 

In the next few years after Davis’ return to the East, however, 
many Western illustrations continued to come from his pen. Not 
only did illustrations appear but Davis contributed two more ar- 
ticles on the West to Harper’s Magazine: “The Buffalo Range” and 
“Winter on the Plains.” 

There is no evidence that Davis made other trips west of the 
Mississippi than those already described. Nevertheless, a number 
of illustrations of Indian troubles on the plains in 1868 credited to 
Davis appeared in Harper’s Weekly. These must be regarded as 
fictitious for Davis was simply using his imagination and his past 
experience in producing them. These illustrations centered pri- 
marily on Custer’s Indian campaign of late fall, 1868, and particu- 
larly on the battle of the Washita, which occurred on November 27, 
1868. It is quite certain that Davis was in the East during this 
campaign and the notes which accompanied all of these illustrations 
carefully refrained from mentioning that the scenes were drawn by 
an eyewitness.*® 

To my mind one of the most interesting of all of Davis’ Western 
illustrations is his full-page view, “Pilgrims on the Plains.” Although 


43. In the order listed above these will be found in Harper’s Weekly, v. 11 (1867), Au- 
gust 10, p. 500, December 14, p. 792, December 21, p. 805; v. 12 (1868), March 28, p. 196, 
May 9, p. 292. Davis also had an extremely interesting plowing illustration (locality identi- 
fied as Illinois, however) in the Weekly for September 23, 1871, pp. 900, 901. The illustra- 
tion depicting the buffalo shooting from the trains was atrociously engraved, in fact, the en- 
graving in general of all of Davis’ illustrations was poor; as a result, this illustration (buffalo 
shooting) does not possess the interest that is in a similar scene I have attributed to Henry 
Worrall (see No. 3 of this series) and which appeared in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 
June 8, 1871, p. 193. 


44. The first will be found in Harper's Magazine, v. 88 (1869), January, pp. 147-163, 
and - guens, v. 89 (1869), June, pp. 22-34. The first contained 15 illustrations and the 
second 11. 


45. The illustrations referred to above will be found in Harper’s Weekly, v. 12 (1868), 
December 26, p. 825; v. 18 (1869), January 16, p. 41, and March 27, p. 204. In the 
Weekly for December 12, 1868, p. 788, is an illustration of a Philadelphia locality which 1s 
identified as the scene of a murder occurring on November 22, 1868. avis made the illus- 
tration and made it after November 22 and before (several days to a week before) December 
12. As the battle of the Washita occurred on November 27, 1868, I believe that the Phila- 
delphia illustration rules out any possibility that Davis was on the Custer campaign. Still 
better evidence on this point is the lack of any positive statement that Davis was present. 
If he had been, the Weekly would have stated it. I take some time to labor this point as 
these illustrations have been used in “histories” of the Custer campaign as actual scenes in 
the campaign. 
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doubtless it depicts no actual event, Davis undoubtedly viewed 
similar scenes on his Western trips of 1865 and 1867. In fact, in his 
article, “A Stage Ride to Colorado,” he stated: “Long trains of 
‘prairie schooners-—a name by which the plainsman designates the 
huge canvas-covered wagons used for the transportation of freight 
across this ocean of land—were passed so frequently as to become 
too familiar to occasion remark. The trains give a picturesqueness 
to the plains that greatly enhances the journey across.” * 

True, Davis was here discussing the freight trains but undoubt- 
edly emigrants and emigrant trains which his illustration depicted 
were seen many times. The illustration itself appeared shortly after 
the ceremony of the joining of the rails of the Central and Union 
Pacific railroads and supposedly called attention to a mode of 
travel that would soon be a thing of the past, once the transcontinen- 
tal railroad began its regular operation. It was many years, how- 
ever, before horse, mule or ox-drawn emigrant trains were to dis- 
appear from the plains. 

One of the last of the Davis Western illustrations was his “Slaugh- 
ter of Buffaloes on the Plains.” 4* Here again, he was using his ob- 
servations of earlier travels to draw the picture. 

Davis continued to contribute to Harper’s Weekly for some years 
after the buffalo illustration mentioned above but few, if any, were 
Westerns. His contributions to the Weekly ceased about 1884 and 
from this date until his death in 1894 he was engaged in free-lance 
work. About 1880 he moved to Asbury Park, N. J., and his studio 
on the beach became well-known. His Western experiences con- 
tinued to interest him during his remaining years and in the last 
few years of his life he attempted to work up into two articles some 
of his recollections of those years.** 

His early career had indeed been adventurous. It is unfortunate 
that a complete biography of Davis has never been written. Even 


46. Harper's Magazine, v. 35 (1867), July, p. 138. The illustration, “Pilgrims on the 
Plains,” will be found in Harper's Weekly, v. 13 (1869), June 12, p. 377. 

47. Harper's Weekly, v. 16 (1872), February 24, p. 164. There were a few Davis West- 
ern illustrations even after this date. For example, ‘“Young Bucks on the War-Path” and 
“Young Bucks Returning With Spoils” in ibid., v. 17 (1873), May 17, p. 413. Both of these 
were redrawn by Sol Eytinge, Jr. 

48. Manuscript material in the Parmelee collection included two unfinished and unre- 
vised pieces by Davis. These have recently been published in The Westerners Brand Book 
1945-1946 (Chicago, 1947), as “Henry M. Stanley’s Indian Campaign in 1867,” pp. 101-114, 
and “With Generals in Their Camp Homes: General George A. Custer,’ pp. 115-130. As } 
evident from their content both were written late in life; in the first he referred to the dis- 
appearance of Editor S. 8S. Conant (of Harper’s Weekly). Conant disappeared in 1885 (New 

ork Tribune, January 29, 1885, p- 1; February 9, 1885, p. 1) and therefore the article was 
written probably in the late 1880's. In the second article he specifically dated it in the text 
as 1890.” It is well to remember therefore that both of these articles were recollections 
colored by the lapse of time and by the happenings of the years intervening between their 
writing and the occurrence of the events described by Davis. 
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in 1867 Harper’s Weekly was able to give this brief resume of his 
career: 

Mr. Davis has been a traveling correspondent of the Weekly since March, 
1861. His first trip in our service, through the South with Mr. W. H. Russell, 
was made a short time before the commencement of the war, and is con- 
sidered by Mr. Davis as the most dangerous journey he ever made. During 
the war Mr. Davis witnessed the capture of Port Royal; the battle between 
the Monitor and Merrimac; the conflict at Shiloh; the capture of Corinth; 
the first bombardment of Vicksburg by Porter; the battle of Antietam; the 
surrender of Vicksburg; the seizure of Morris Island; the battle of Chicka- 
mauga; the siege and battle of Chattanooga; the Atlanta campaign and the 
Grand March to the sea, and thence through the Carolinas. He was present 
at the laying of the Atlantic Cable; rode 2600 miles in a stage-coach across 
the plains; and for the last six [four] months has been roving over the plains 
with General Custer after the Indians.‘9 

And this brief summary of six most active years of Davis’ life 
does not state that during the war he was twice wounded. On one 
of these occasions he is reported to have held off surgeons at the 
point of a pistol from amputating a leg! 

Small wonder then that as the years advanced Davis cared to 
travel less and less. The effort of intense living in these six years 
may well have contributed to a relatively early death, for he died 
in 1894. 

About his skill as a draftsman and artist we do not know a great 
deal as his original work is almost nonexistent. Many of the wood- 
cut reproductions of his work are extremely crude but he, of course, 
was not responsible for the final appearance of his illustrations. 
He had some art training, according to one brief account of his life, 
under Herrick, presumably of Boston or New York. The work of 
American art historians, however, has been so meager and so poor 
that we have no knowledge of Herrick. Possibly he was H. W. 
Herrick, an illustrator whose work will be found occasionally in 
the 1860's. 

It is probable, too, that Davis received informal art instruction 
from James Walker with whom he became well acquainted very 
early in his career. Walker, Davis’ senior by some 20 years and 
familiarly called “Pop” by Davis, was achieving a considerable 
reputation as a battle painter when Davis first met him. A veteran 
of the Mexican war, Walker depicted on canvas the storming of 
Chapultepec, a painting which received wide acclaim in its day. 
Later he became still better known for two Civil War canvases, 


49. Harper's Weekly, v. 11 (1867), September 7, p. 564. 
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“The Battle of Lookout Mountain” and “The Third Day of Gettys- 


burg.” It seems reasonable to suppose, considering the mutual in- 


terests of the two men, together with Walker’s more extensive 
experience in the profession, that Walker would be an important 
influence on the younger man’s career.*® 

Davis was connected with at least one Civil War panorama, “The 
Battle of Missionary Ridge,” either as designer or adviser. Late in 
life he wrote an account of “How a Great Battle Panorama Is 
Made.” Born in Boston in 1840, he crowded into his 54 years ex- 
periences that few other American artists and illustrators could 
equal in number and variety.™ 


50. James Walker’s connection with Davis was called to my attention by Mrs. Penny- 
packer, a daughter of Mr. Davis, now deceased. Information on Walker (1819-1889) has 
been secured from obituaries following Walker’s death on August 29, 1889, and which ap- 
peared in the Watsonville (Cal.) Pajaronian, September 5, 1889, and the San Francisco Call, 
August 30 and September 4, 1889. I am indebted to the Watsonville Public Library and the 
California State Library for these accounts. A brief sketch of Walker will also be found in 
Appleton’s Annual Encyclopedia, 1889, p. 651. 

51. Davis died in Asbury Park, N. J., on November 10, 1894. The biographica! notes 
given in the concluding paragraphs come from obituaries in the New York Tribune, November 
11, 1894, p. 7, and a clipping from the Asbury Park (N. J.) Shore Press, November 10, 1894, 
furnished by Mr. Davis’ daughter. Some biographical data is also given in The White House 
Porcelain Service (New York, 1879). (Davis designed this service in the spring and summer 
of 1879.) Letters from Davis also appeared in Harper's Weekly during the war and extend 
somewhat our knowledge of his life (see especially the Weekly, June 22, 1861, p. 397; June 
20, 1863, p. 395; September 26, 1863, pp. 621, 622). He is also mentioned early in his career 
in ‘the New York Tribune, July 21, 1861, p. 4. 

The Civil war panorama Davis described in an article in the magazine St. Nicholas, New 
York, v. 15 (1886), December, pp. 99-112. 
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The Diary of James R. Stewart, Pioneer of 
Osage County 


APRIL, 1855-APRIL, 1857; MAY, 1858-NOVEMBER, 1860 
PART Four: AUGUST, 1859-NOVEMBER, 1860 
BuRLINGAME 


M Avueust [1859] 
ON 1 


Beautiful all day— Read Obstetrics all day. A show—The 
Meyers family—exhibited in Burlingame to-night. I attended 
— was not much— took Mrs Denison to the show. 

Tevus 2 
Showery— roads mudy. Read nearly all day. 

WeEp 3 
Fine all day— few drops of rain. Read some— made lot of 
pills— Called to see few sick folks— took a ride over to 
Rices— bought some onions— stoped to see Perrills,1?°— 
home again— bought a town Lot from Nick Schuyler for 
fifty dollars— Commenced Baching this evening, traded off 
my shot gun— wrote this days diary. 

TuHuR 4 
Fine & warm. Read— wrote— & Loafed. 

Fri 5 
Fine all day. Worked short time in morning at cattle shed— 
Loafed— read &C. 


[Santa Fe Roap] 


Sat 6 
Very warm— good breeze. Fixed up this morning to start 
down to Kansas city. Started after dinner— traveled on till 
nearly midnight— had passenger with me. 

Sun 7 
Very warm. Rolled on all day— reached Marian.?*! 


120. John Perrill and his three sons, John (or Joseph) Price, George W. and Nathan 
Auvil, at this time lived on their claim on Dragoon creek. John and John Price Perrill hed 
come to Kansas in the spring of 1856, and the other two sons joined them in April, 1858. 
Price, the oldest son, surveyed the original townsite of Burlingame for P. C. Schuyler and S. 
R. Conift —Reminiscences of George W. and Nathan A. —_ in Early Days in Kansas 
.* « . R. Green’s Historical Series (Olathe, 1913), v. 2, pp. (55, 56). 

121. Sache was originally called Washington, and in rn 1880’s the name was changed to 
Globe. It was located on the Santa Fe trail in southwest Douglas county, ten miles west of 
Baldwin and 17 miles south of Lecompton. 
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Diary or James R. Stewart 


Mon 8 
Still warm. Reached Union town }** to-day. 
Tevus 9 
Warm— warm, reached the old Quaker mission 1% 


[Kansas Crry] 
Wen 10 
Very hot & sultry. Reached Kansas City & Looked once more 
upon the banks & waters of the old Missouri. got my Load & 
turned homewards— came out about 6 or 8 miles. 


[Santa Fe Roap] 

Tuours 11 
Still very warm. Reached Cedar Creek— camped on west 
side of same. 

Fri 12 
Warm— threatning rain. reached Black Jack to-day. 

Sat 13 
Hard rain Last night,— Cloudy this forenoon— Clear & 
very warm in the afternoon. Reached Marian to-day. 

Sun 14 
Clouds & Sun alternate. Reached Burlingame late in the eve- 
ning. 

BURLINGAME 

Mon 15 
Very warm & sultry. Loafed round— read &C. 

Tevus 16 
Still warm. Read— Loafed &C. 

Wep 17 
Still very warm. Read— attended store for Mc[Donald] & 
Rowe [Bothel]. Bought a house & Lot from Antone Sutter 
gave in payment my team & Lot. 

Tuours 18 
Warm as usual. Lay round doing but Little. 

Fri 19 
More pleasant. cool evening. Took a walk in morning up to 
Wrights— stopped to see Carrif[e] Paddock on the way.— 
home again. read in afternoon. 


122. The Uniontown referred to was in the southwest corner of Johnson county, about a 
mile north and east of present Edgerton, where the Santa Fe trail crossed Bull creek 
123. The Quaker mission to the Shawnee Indians of Kansas was established near the 
ere — near present Kansas City. Buildings were erected in 1836 and a school was 
opened in ° 


24—157 
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Sar 20 
Clouds & sun alternate. Worked a little to-day making hay. 
Read some— made pills &C. 


Sun 21 
Very warm— few drops of rain. Took a ride in morning up 
to Mcdonalds Claim— back again Read— wrote— slept 
&C ballance the day. 

Mon 22 


Stiff breeze. Worked for Mc & Rowe helping get up hay. 
TeEvus 23 
Good breeze from north. Worked at hay in forenoon. Loafed 
during the afternoon. 
Wen 24 
Fine day. Read all forenoon. went up to Howards in after- 
noon with Bratton & [D.] Griswold to appraise some stray 
Stock, received a letter from O G Hazen, answered it. 
TuHurs 25 
Fine & warm. Took a notion this morning to turn my atten- 
tion to the Study of Law. Consequently went up to Rogers’s— 
got Blackstone 1*%— came back & commenced reading. 
Fri 26 
Stiff breeze through the day— some rain in evening— & 
heavy rain after night. Read Blackstone all day. 
Sat 27 
Very mudy— cool. Read Law all day. attended meeting in 
evening to organize Republican Club was appointed on com- 
mittee to make constitution for same 
Sun 28 
Cloudy all day. Read Blackstone. 
Mon 29 
A fine warm day. Read Blackstone all day. 
Teus 30 
Fine all day. Read Blackstone all day. 
Wep 31 
Rainy all day. Read Blackstone. Set up at night with Mil- 
lissa Deming who Died about 4 OClock P M. “Tis a fearful 
thing to see a human soul take flight in any shape.” Another 
Dear one is gone-— one more memento that all are mortal. 


124. Sir William Blackstone o- 1780), Commentaries on the Laws of England, first 
published in four volumes, 1765-1769. 
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Diary or James R. STEWART 


SEPTEMBER [1859] 
Tuurs 1 
Fine all day. Slept in fournoon. Read in afternoon 
Fri 2 
Fine and warm. Read all day. The funeral of Millisa Deming 
took place to-day. 
Sat 3 
Cool in morning, warm in day Read Blackstone. 
Sun 4 
Cold & raw all day raining Slowly in the evening. 
Mon 5 
Cloudy & sun alternate, little cool. Read all day. Law, 
went up to Featherly[s] 
TEus 6 
Very pleasant. Read Blackstone. Played a big game of Eucher 
at night with [D. B. ?] Medougal— Fred [Schuyler] & 


Mitch [ell] 
WEp 7 
Fine pleasant weather to-day. Read Blackstone— played 
checkers— & at night heard a speech from Judge Wakefield. 
Tuurs 8 
Stiff breeze— pleasant. Read Law— played stiff game of 


Eucher in the evening with Mcdougal— Mitchel & Fred 
Schuyler 
Fri 9 
Stiff South Wind all day. Read Law— heard an adress from 
Jim Lane in afternoon,’ and one from A L Winins [AI- 
fred L. Winans] after night, bought some apples to day and 
have eaten too many of them— feel rather badly. 
Sat 10 
Fine and warm but high wind. Read Law all day. Heavy 
Storm & rain after night. a little hail 
Sun 11 
Fine all day. cool in evening. Read some— slept heap. 
125. At this time Jim Lane and his law partner, James Christian, had offices in the Dun- 
ean building in Lawrence and were advertising their services. “The Kansas struggles being 
over, Mr. Lane will devote himself exclusively to the practice, and trusts by strict attention to 
business, to receive a portion of the business of the people of Kansas.” The italics are his 
own. However, the same editor who was paid for the advertising had this to say of Lane's 
legal career: “‘A short time since, Jim Lane retired from politics to private life. Since his 
return from the East, he has taken up oe agitation and is once more a target for edito- 
rial criticism. We had no confidence that he was in earnest, then, and we are no less sure 
that he defends the villainous apportionment of the Wyandotte Constitution, because he hopes 
to reach the U. 8. Senate. The Constitution must have been in a desperate condition to re- 


quire Lane to bid good-by to private life.”"—The Kansas Herald of Freedom, Lawrence, Au- 
gust 20, 1859, 
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Mon 12 
Fine all day. Read faithfully all day. 
Tevs 13 
Cloudy but warm. Read all day. attended Democratic at 
night— dident occur. 
Wen 14 
Warm & fine. Read all day— played big Game of Eucher at 
night at Mcdougals. 
Tuurs 15 
Cloudy in fournoon— clear & very fine in the afternoon. Read 
faithfully all day. 
Fri 16 
Very warm— but good breeze. Read Law through the day. 
attended Republican club in evening. 
Sat 17 
Warm with stiff breeze. Was sick through the day. better 
at night, went to primary of Republicans to appoint delegates 
to County Convention, was chosen as one of them. 
Sun 18 
Cloudy & some rain at night. Not well. Lay in bed most 
the day. 
Mon 19 
Rather Cool. Did but little. 
Trvs 20 
Pleasant but cool. Read some, Loafed round some. 
Wep 21 
Very fine all day. Delegate convention met to-day. attended 
it as Delegate. a spirited meeting at school house in the eve- 
ning, was chairman of same. 
TuHur 22 
Fine all day. Loafed round— read &C 
Fri 23 
Beautiful all day— Read the Statutes of Kansas 
Sat 24 
Very fine all day. Read Statutes Laws of Kansas. 
Sun 25 
A fine shower. Very sick with fever all day. 
Mon 26 
Warm— clouds & sun alternate Better today— read some. 
Trevus 27 
Fine all day with good breeze. Read mostly all day. 
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WEp 28 
Fine with good breeze. Did but little of any thing. Wrote 
some after night. 

THurR 29 
Fine through the day fine Shower at night. Read Law all 
day. 

Fri 30 
A little mudy this morn. beautiful and drying all day. Read 
some— Loafed round some, played checkers— and, after 
night, had a big game of Eucher of one hundred points, with 
Mecdougal— Mitch & Fred Schuyler. received some mail 
from New Castle. 

Ocroser [1859] 

Sat 1 
Fine and warm. Read— Loafed— played Checkeras, &C. 

Sun 2 
A most beautiful day. Read some wrote a letter to O. G. 
Hazen. 

Mon 3 
Beautiful weather Read &C day. 

Teus 4 
Beautiful all day. Sat as Inspector of election.’** Received a 
letter from O. G. Hazen. 

Wen 5 
Little cool this morning, north wind all day, pleasant in even- 
ing. Had chill to-day, sick in bed. 

Tuurs 6 
Fine fall weather. Did but little of any thing. 

Fri 7 
Very fine weather. Read — played checkeras &C 

Sat 8 
Rather Cool. Read all day. 

Sun 9 
Pretty hard frost this morning. Cool through the day. Sat 
by fire all day & read Wrote a letter to O G Hazen. 

Mon 10 
Pleasant all day. Worked at cleaning out my cellar. attended 
school meeting at night. 


126. The Wyandotte constitution was ratified on this date by a vote of 10,421 to 5,530. 
A section safeguarding homesteads against alienation or forced sale, except for taxes and cer- 
tain other obligations, was adopted by a@ separate vote, 8,788 to 4, 772.—Kansas Constitutional 
Convention, A Reprint of the Proceedings and Debates of the Convention W hich Framed the 
Constitution of Kansas at Wyandotte in July, 1859 (Topeka, 1920), pp. 645, 671; 
‘*Proclamation” of Gov. Samuel Medary, November 1, “1859, in Herald of Freedom, November 
5, 1859. 
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Tevs 11 
Fine smoky weather. Read newspapers— Loafed round &C. 
Wep 12 
Stiff south breeze— threatning rain Read history— “Wil- 
lards’— played Eucher at night. 
Tuurs 13 
A Very fine day. Read— attended store— Loafed &C. 
Fri 14 
Fine fall weather. Read history— Willards. 


Sat 15 
South wind— threatning a change Read all day, papers— 
history &C. 

Sun 16 


Quite Cool. Strong wind. Sat by fire all day, & read. 
Mon 17 

Still very cool. Sick, sat by fire. 
Tuurs [Tues.] 18 


Pleasant— but still little cool. Democratick convention met 

here to day— Judge Schuyler accepted the nomination for 

Councilman horrible— attended Convention as spectator.!*" 
Wep 19 


Cool wind but pleasant Moved s[t]ove et cetera into my 
house, preparatory to living there. Commenced with Mc[Don- 
ald] & Rowe to keep house at home. 

TuHurs 20 
Pleasant. Fixed up about the house, and read some. was very 
sick in afternoon. went after Load of wood with Rowe. 

Fri 21 
Fine & warm. Went over to Henry smiths after Load of wood, 
got it and returned— attend a most interesting meeting at 
night to hear Anson Burlingame speak, was most delighted 
with him.— Lik[e] him fine.’** Read some in testimony of 
the rocks.!*° 

Sat 22 
Beautiful all day. Sat in house nearly all day reading news- 
papers &C. received a letter from Molly Jack. 


127. Schuyler was defeated by his — opponent, Chester Thomas, at the election 

on November 8 by a vote of 909 to 238.—D. W. Wilder, The Annals of Kansas (1886), p. 283. 

128. “Hon. Anson Burlingame, of Mass., is in Kansas and will take the stump for Marcus 

J. Parrott [Republican candidate for delegate in congress who was elected on November 8]. 

ony his aid will not save the bastard Republicanism of Kansas.’’—Herald of Freedom, Octo- 
er 8, 1859. 

129. The Testimony of the Rocks; or Geology in Its Bearings on the Two Theologies, 
Natural and Revealed . (Edinburgh and Boston, 1857), by Hugh Miller (1802-1856), 
Scottish geologist and author. The book dealt with the borderland between science and re- 

‘gion.—Dictionary of National Biography, v. 37, pp. 408-410. 
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Sun 23 
Beautiful day. Fixed up for buffalo hunt. 
Mon 24 
Beautiful all day. Lay round waiting for a start to the plains. 


[Santa Fe Roap] 


Teus 25 
Beautiful all day. Started out this morning on a Buffalo hunt 
with Antone Sutter. traveled on Santafee road— _ west. 
Camped for the night on elm Creek ™°— overtook and trav- 
eled with several others on a like excursion— from our own 
neighborhood. 

Wep 26 


Cold & high north wind. Moved on— reached big John 
creek.!*!_ Camped there over night. 

THuRS 27 
Very Cold & windy. Started on— took chill, vomited severely 
— was very sick all day. reached Elm Creek 8 miles west of 
Council Grove. Lay up balance of the day & night. 

F'r1 28 
Still quite cool but moderating. Feel better to-day— _ traveled 
on—passed Diamond Springs, & camped on prarie. 

Sat 29 


Quite pleasant. Rolled on all day— reached Cotton wood. 
Stopped here & camped over night, had some Buffalo meat for 
supper. 

Sun 30 
Pleasant. Traveled on— reached Runing turkey '** 

Mon 31 


Fine with S[t]iff breeze. Rolled on west-ward all day. 
reached a place called “big mudy” made a big fire of Buffalo 
Chips. & camped over night. 

“A little nonsense now & then, is relished by the best of men.” 


Kansas PLAINs 
NoveMBER [1859] 
Tevus 1 
Beautiful day. Started out early— _ reached the Little Arkan- 
sas Stopped for breakfast— then on to Jarvis Creek %%°— 
Saw Buffalo to-day— _ one of our party killed a Bull. 





130. In Waterloo township, present northeastern Lyon county. 

131. Big John creek is in Morris county, about a mile east of Council Grove. 

132. Running Turkey creek, in McPherson county, flows southwest and joins Dry Turkey 
creek about three miles southwest of Elyria. These two streams thus form the main body of 
Turkey creek, which in turn is a tributary of the Little Arkansas river. 

133. Jarvis creek, in Rice county, about four miles east of Lyons, flows south to join Cow 
creek, which heads in northeast Barton county. 
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WeEp 2 
Fine all day. Traveled north west from Santafee road— _ to- 
wards the head of Cow Creek— Camped on prairie & hunted 
Buffalo, saw numbers of them— killed one. 

TuHurs 3 
Pleasant all day. Killed a Bull to-day— left camp towards 
evening and moved on till we reached the timber on Cow Creek. 
Camped here over night not succeeding very well in our hunt 
— so far— 

Fri 4 
Beautiful day this Took a north west course this morning,— 
traveled 6 or 8 miles met some Kaw Indians— got them to 
kill us some Buffalo dressed & loaded up our meat. turned 
in the direction of home— went short distance— Camped on 
east side of Cow Creek. 

Sat 5 
Cold wind from the North. Traveled on— reached Santafee 
road about noon— stoped at Jarvis creek and got dinner— 
then on to Little Arkansas— camped here. 


[Santa Fe Roap] 
Sun 6 
Very high wind from south. Rolled on all day— camped on 
the Prarie bettween the two Turkey Creeks. 
Mon 7 
High wind all day Rolled on as fast as we could. Crossed 
Cottonwood— and made about 8 miles on east side of it. 
Teus 8 
Pleasant but a little cool. Moved on— reached west elm 
creek & camped there. 
Wep 9 
Quite cool. Stillon— passed Council Grove— reached [1]42 
Cre[e]k. camped. 
Tuurs 10 
A little cool. Struck out this morning on foot in advance of 
the teams— padled on to Wilmington Stoped and got dinner 
— rested Short time— then home— reached home about 
sundown quite satisfied with Buffalo hunting 


BURLINGAME 
Fri 11 
Pleasant day but stormy night. Sat by fire— reading news- 
papers. 
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Sat 12 
A Skift of snow on the ground this morning & still snowing. 
The Coldest day we have had this fall. Sat by fire— most all 
day. did few Chores about the house. 
Sun 13 
Moderating, Little windy yet Read some— wrote a petition 
for Postmaster— Hubbel, mended Pants &C— 
Mon 14 
Fine all day. Had a severe chill, very sick. 
Tevus 15 
A pleasant day. Not very well. Commenced to read Woods 
practice of medicine. 
Wen 16 
Stiff south breeze. Read some— attended Store in the after- 
noon for Mc[donald] & Rowe [Bothel]. 
Tuurs 17 
Rather a fine day. Read medicine, attended a meeting after 
night to listen to Col. Vaughn & M. F. Conway talking a while. 
Liked Vaughn firstrate.’* 
Fri 18 
Still pleasant. Read & Cut wood alternately. received a letter 
from O G Hazen. 
saT 19 
Moderate. Bought a winter Coat this morning & some socks 
— Read Wood through the day— heard Gov— Medary 
make a speech at night— & shake his old head. 
Sun 20 
Damp— rained some Last night. Read & Sat by fire all day. 
Mon 21 
Fine & rather warm. Read— Started a petition for having 
Judge Schuyler appointed Post-master— received a_ letter 
from O G Hazen— attended political meeting at night— 
heard John Martin & Mr Hawkens.'** 
TEvus 22 
Read all day— took a walk up to Dodges in the evening. 
134. Martin F. Conway was the Republican candidate for representative in congress under 
the state organization established by the Wyandotte constitution. He defeated the Democratic 
nominee, J. A. Halderman, at the election on December 6 by a vote of 7,674 to 5,567. Col. 
John C. Vaughan, lawyer and newspaper editor, was a lifelong opponent of slavery, though a 
native of South Carolina. With his son, Champion, he had come to Kansas in 1857, and 
purchased the Leavenworth Times, which was supporting Conway's candidacy. Vaughan, 
Conway, B. F. Simpson and J. P. Hatterscheidt were scheduled to speak at several 1 


Br reckenridge and Shawnee counties, and at Superior, Osage county, November 15- 19. —Leav- 
enworth Daily Times, November 15, 1859. 

135. John Martin, Topeka lawyer, was the Democratic candidate for representative from 
Shawnee county. H. C. Hawkins, co-editor of the Topeka Tribune, was stumping the terri- 
tory with him.—Topeka Tribune, November 26, 1859. 
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Web 23 
Quite warm— rained at night. Read all day. 

TuHurs 24 
South wind— warm— cloudy. Read— attended political 
meeting at night. 

Fri 25 
Windy but still pretty good. Went after a Load of Wood in 
forenoon.—Wrote a letter to Molly Jack & read in the after- 
noon. 

Sat 26 
Fine all day. Went after a Load of Wood in morning— at- 
tended Demings Auction in the afternoon, wrote & read aiter 
night. 

Sun 27 
Fine fall weather— Read Some— attended church— hear 
Rev. Brant talk— also heard him at night. 

Mon 28 
Beautiful day. Loafed round some— read Law— attended 
Lyceum after night. received a note from Carrie Paddock. 

Tevs 29 
A very fine warm day. Read Law some— _ Loafed round some 
— got posession of the Post-office, & settled up with Deming 
— attended to Post-office Went up to Dodges with Carrie 
Paddock & back again— 

Wep 30 
Warm with strong South wind— Some sign of rain. Spent 
some time in the morning settling the Post-office affairs with 
Deming—and attending to the duties of the office— then read 
Law some— and New York Tribune, was busy nearly all 
day. 

[| DECEMBER, 1859] 

TuHurs 1 
Exceedingly Cold & windy. Sat by the fire & read Law all day. 

Fri 2 
Colder than ever— the Coldest day this fall. Sat by fire and 
read Law. 


Sat 3 
Cold & frosty but sunny— and moderating a little. In the 
Post-office most of the day— read newspapers some— At- 
tended a Caucus in the evening and was neminated as candidate 
for Squire— also a meeting of Bachelors to take measures for 
a festival on New Years— was appointed on thier committees. 
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Sun 4 
Cold & frosty. In the house reading Law all day. 

Mon 5 
Freezing very hard— the coldest day and night we have had. 
In the house all day. 


Tevus 6 
Very Cold & frosty— This is election day to Elect a full 
board of officers under the Wyandotte Constitution— I was 
elected Justice of the Peace. 

Web 7 


Moderating but still cool— Read Law & Loafed all day. 
TuHurs 8 
Sunny «& pleasant but cool wind. Went after a Load of wood 


to-day Choped some— read &C— wrote in the evening— 
Fri 9 

A most beautiful day. Had a light chill to day. 
Sat 10 


A most beautiful day. Read newspapers & cut wood. attended 
of course to my Post-office duties. 
Sun 11 
Fine clear & sunny— Atended Price Perills funeral.'** 
Mon 12 
A most beautiful day. Atended to Post-office & Read &c. 
Tevus 13 


Fine but growing cooler— Read— attended Post-office & 
Store. 

Wep 14 
A fine sunny day. Paid the school a visit— Read Post Laws— 
Cut wood attended store &{C— 

Tuurs 15 ° 


Fine warm weather. Read Post-offices Laws, & cut wood— 
Fri 16 





Still very good weather— Cook— Copic— Stephens— & 
others— the Harpers ferry insurectioners are to be hung to- 
day 47— Read— cut wood— attended Post-office & 


also a meeting at the school house in the evening. 


136. John (or we. Price Perrill, eldest son of John Perrill, was killed while returning 
from a buffalo hunt. He was looking for his strayed oxen when he was shot in the back, by 
whom it was never known. He was 24 years old.—Reminiscences hy George W. and Nathan 
A. Perrill, in Green, op. cit., p. [55]; James Rogers, “History of Osage County, Kansas,” in 
An Illustrated Historical Atlas of Osage County, Kansas (Philadelphia, 1879), p. 10. 

137. John E. Cook, Edwin Coppoc, Shields Green and John Copeland, Jr., were executed 
on December 16, 1859, for their part in John Brown's raid on the U. S. arsenal at Harper's 
Ferry. Two other members of the group, Aaron Dwight Stevens and ‘Albert Hazlett, were 
hanged March 16, 1860.—Oswald Garrison Villard, John Brown, 1800-1859, A Biography 
Fifty Years After (Boston and New York, 1910), pp. 570, 580. Cook had been a clerk in the 
Herald of Freedom office at Lawrence in "the winter of 1856-1857.—Herald of Freedom, No- 
vember 26, 1859. 





372 Kansas HIstoricaAL QUARTERLY 


Sar 17 
Pleasant— but growing cool— Read papers & Post Laws 
all day. 
Sun 18 
Cold & windy— freezing. Read & sat by fire all day. 
Mon 19 
Very Cold— Read & attended to Post-office. 


Tevs 20 

Cold as ever. Read & attended Post-office. 
Wep 21 . 

Cold— Cold— Read & loafed &C— 
Tuurs 22 


Still cold but moderating. Commenced fixing up my house for 
A Post-office— had Nick Schuyler helping me— 
Fri 23 
Moderating— Still working at Post-office 
Sat 24 
Pleasant— sunny Received 2 letters— worked at Post- 
office— Moved it to-day to my new room. 
Sun 25 
Christmass A Very fine day. Read & attended Post-office.— 
Mon 26 
Fine all day, getting a litt[l]e cool in even. Read and in Post- 
office. 
Tevus 27 
A pleasant sunny day. Attended the Office & read newspapers 
Wep 28 
Still pleasant Atended the office— Read 
Tuurs 29 
Growing Cotd— In the Office all day. 
Fri 30 
Cold as blazes. In the office— attended Bachelors festival at 
night— _ had big time. 
Sar 31 
Cold all day. Attended office all day. 


JANUARY 1860 
Sun 1 
Cold & Windy. Sat by the fire reading newspapers. 
Mon 2 


Moderating— south wind. Worked at making out Quarterly 
returns of Post office 
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TEvus 3 
Rather pleasant— Read some— & made up the returns of 
Post-Office. 
Wen 4 
Still somewhat pleasant. hard frost at night. Read Life of 
Sheakspear. 
TuHurs 5 
Growing colder very fast. Read Sheakespear— The Tempest 
& attended Post-office. Mrs C D Bush was buried to-day. 
Fri 6 
Cold south wind & some rain in the forenoon— Cleared off in 
the evening very pleasant. Read Sheakspear through the day. 
Received & gave out a very large mail in the evening— _re- 
ceived several letters— one from O G Hazen wrote two 
letters myself. 
Sat 7 
Cool & Very pleasant. Read “Merry Wives of Winsor.” Wrote 
three or for letters to corespondents 
Sun 8 
Fine & warm. Read Laws of Kansas. 
Mon 9 
Very fine indeed. Read— cut some wood— attended to 
duties of Post-office, &C &C. 
Tevs 10 
A most confounded cold change Read & sat by fire all day. 
Wep 11 
Very cold & stormy. Read Kansas Laws— attended Church 
at night. 
TuHours 12 
Moderating— much warmer. Read & attended the Office. 
Fri 13 
Quite pleasant. Read Laws of Kansas. received a number of 
letters & papers. 
Sar 14 
Very beautiful all day. Read newspapers all day. went up to 
Geo Hoovers in the evening. 
Sun 15 
Fine & pleasant all day. Read & Wrote letters. 
Mon 16 
South wind— pleasant. Read Law. attended Post-office. 
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Tevus 17 
Fine with south-west breeze Read Law, & in the Office. 
Called at Geo Hoovers in the evening and courted Agnes 
[Barcomb?]. 
Wep 18 
Beautiful weather. Read & chored about the house, not well 
to-day. 
Tuurs 19 
A most beautiful day. Read & in the Office. 
Fri 20 
Beautiful—with south breeze. Read & in Office. 
Sat 21 
Beautiful— South breeze. Read Newspapers all day— in 
the office Called at Geo Hoovers in the evening. 
Sun 22 
Lovely weather Read &C All day. 
Mon 23 
Very fine weather— Read Law all day, made up the mail in 
the evening. 
TrEvus 24 
Change of weather— snow Read Law all day. 
Wen 25 
Cloudy— Sleet— snow— rain. Read all day. 
TuHurs 26 
About one inch of snow, thawing little. Read Laws of Kansas. 
Fri 27 
Moderating— quite pleasant. Read & attended Post-office. 
Sat 28 
Thawing— roads mudy. Read Law— Newspapers &C. 
Called at Geo Hoovers in the evening to see Agnes. 
Sun 29 
Pleasant— mudy. Read Laws of Kansas. 
Mon 30 
Growing Colder— Read & attended Office— at Lyceum. 
Teus 31 
Excessive Cold. By the fire all day. 


Fepruary [1860]. 
Wep 1 
Moderating but still cold. Read Laws of Kansas. 
THUR 2 
A very fine day. Read in Kansas statutes. 
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Fri 3 
Beautiful— a little snow yet. Read & attended Post-office. 


Sat 4 


Cloudy in forenoon— rainy in evening. Read Newspapers 
all day & in the office. 

Sun 5 
Muddy— Read Statutes of Kansas. 

Mon 6 
Fine day. Read and attended Post-office. 

Tevus 7 
Very fine day. Read & in office— attended meeting at Schoo! 
house in evening— object— condemn Thomas '** 

Wen 8 


Pleasant— Change after night. Read Laws of Kansas— 
attended Lyceum after night. 


Tuurs 9 

Cold north wind. freezing. Read all day. 
Fri 10 

Cold all day. Read all day. 
Sat 11 

Quite pleasant. Read News all day. 
Sun 12 

Pleasant. Read & wrote letters. 
Mon 13 

Growing colder. Read Law. 
Tevus 14 


Valentine day. Cold North wind. Read & in office. 

Wen 15 
Moderating— Rode up to Wilmington in the morning & got 
a lot of mail matter for Burlingame— back home— & read 
&C balance the day. 

TuHurs 16 
Plea[sa]nt— rained after night. Read in the office— at- 
tended a Dance at night at Geo Hoovers. 


138. A plan had been formulated to create a new county from the southern portion of 
Shawnee county and the northern part of Osage county. Also, the southern tier of townships 


of Jackson county was to be annexed to Shawnee county. These changes would place Topeka 
near the center of Shawnee county, while Burlingame would be the center and oonmty seat of 
the new county. Citizens of Topeka and Burlingame of course favored the idea, but Chester 


Thomas of Auburn, councilman from the 7th district (Shawnee, Osage and Breckenridge coun- 
ties), opposed it. Resolutions adopted at the Burlingame meeting stated that the people of 
the township had given him their votes upon his pledge to support the proposed changes, and 
called upon him to do so or resign.—Topeka Tribune, February 11, 1860. See, also, Council 
Journal of the Legislative Assembly of Kansas Territory (Special Session) . — 
pp. 553-555. The proposed new county never came into existence, but Burlingame subse- 
quently became a part of Osage county when the Shawnee county boundaries were shifted to 
the north by a bill approved by Governor Medary on February 23, 1860.—General Laws 
> of Kansas, Special Session, 1860, ch. 46, p. 88. 
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Fri 17 
Muddy— Went down to Superior in morning— bought a lot 
of Stamps from Hulbert— back— atten[d]ed Post-office. 
Sat 18 
Pleasant over head— mudy Attended Office 
Sun 19 
Fine day. Read all day— wrote Some letters. 
Mon 20 
Very fine— Read— made up mail. &C. 
Tevs 21 
Beautiful in forenoon— wet in eve. Read— attended Con- 
gress at School house in the evening. 
Wep 22 
Cold & Blustery. Read All day. 
THurs 23 
Cold but rather moderating. Read— played some Eucher. 
Fri 24 
Pleasant. Read Law. News of the new County of Osage, has 
been received to-night. ! Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah! Rowe 
Bothel was married at 20 minutes before twelve OClock to-night 
to Alvira Whitney at Brattons. only 6 persons witnessed the 
weding. 
Sat 25 
Beautiful all day. Loafed round— Drank Egg-Nog. at- 
tended “Joyful” meeting at School house at night— heard 
Judge Schuyler tell us all about the doings of our Legislature 
— Rejoiced exceedingly at the event of getting a new County. 
Sun 26 
Fine & warm— Strong south breeze. Read &C all day. 
Mon 27 
Beautiful. In the office. attended Meeting to take steps to- 
wards building a Court house in Burlingame, was appointed 
on committee to solicit subscriptions for that purpose. 
Tevus 28 
Little Coull. Went over to Dragoon Creek to get subscriptions 
for Court house. back about noon, 
Wep 29 
A beautiful day. Read some— attended to getting more Sub- 
scriptions for Court house. Had an accidental meeting in the 
office at night, which resulted in a good deal of gas from Rambo 
— Playford & others— No blood spilt. 
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Marcu [1860] 


TuHours 1 
Beautiful day Read— all day. 
Fri 2 
Strong South wind. Attended Law suit in forenoon. Read in 
afternoon. received & distributed mail at night. 
Sat 3 
A beautiful day. Read Newspapers & Law, all day. 
Sun 4 
High South wind. Read & wrote all day. 
Mon 5 
Very beautiful, frogs singing Read— attended Law suit at 
Justice Drews, made up mail at night. 
Teus 6 
Very fine day. Read— attended Congress at night. 
Web 7 
Fine all day. Read & talked with [Levi] Empie on Religious 
subjects all day. Attended School meeting at night. 
TuHurR 8 
High Wind— not Cold. Read Law— A&C all day. 
Fri 9 
Fine & warm. Read Statutes of Kansas. 


Sat 10 
Fine & warm. Read News & Law, all day. 

Sun 11 
Fine day— Good breeze. Read— wrote a letter toO G 
Hazen. 

Mon 12 
Cold North wind. Read & Studied Law. Made up the mail 
at night. 

Trus 13 
A Very fine day. Read & Loafed. 

Wep 14 
Beautiful all day Went up to Pollys timber and cut some 
wood in forenoon— Read in the afternoon. 

Tuurs 15 


Very fine & warm, Doors open. Read— attended Caucus at 
Judge Schuylers after night. 

Fri 16 
Beautiful all day. Read some— attended post-office. Re- 
ceived letters from Ebb Sankey & Molly Jack. 


25—157 
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Sat 17 
Fine all day. Attended Town meeting at School house to put 
in Nomination Town officers & Delegates to County Conven- 
tions. 

Sun 18 
Very Windy. Read all day. 

Mon 19 
Beautiful Attended Delegate Convention at School house— 
had a very exciting time. Also Town meeting at night to nom- 
inate Candidate for Justice of peace. Got the nomination my- 
self. 

Tevus 20 
Fine & pleasant. little Cool. Read all day. 

Web 21 
High wind but pleasant. Went up to Mr Pollys timber and Cut 
some wood— back to office— read some— Got team in 
the afternoon & went up to the timber and Got a Load of Wood 
— back home— read ballance the day. 

Tuurs 22 
North wind but pleasant. Read some— Took a ride up to see 
my wheat— sold it for fifteen dollars &C. 

Fri 23 ° 
Fine day. Read— received the Lawrence mail & distributed. 
Received letter from Miss Carrie Paddock. 

Sat 24 
Growing Cold, still sunny. Wrote two letters. Read papers. 
Attended citezens meeting at the School house in the evening. 

Sunp 25 
A little Cool. Sunny. Read all day. 

Mon 26 
Windy—Sunny. Election day. was elected J P & C[ounty]. 
A[ttorney].1°° attended Post office. 

TeEvus 27 
Still Cool— froze hard Last night. Read Newspapers & Law 
all day. 


139. At this election, held after the reorganization of the county, Stewart received 162 
votes for county attorney, N. P. Case seven and O. H. Braun two. Stewart was also elected 
justice of the peace of Burlingame township for one year, and D. H. Houston was elected for 
two years. In reporting the results of the township election to Governor Medary, the town- 
ship ‘clerk, George J. Drew, wrote: ‘There is a doubt about the Justices. Justice Drew whose 
commission is dated in 185 57 was elected for five (5) years & he contends he is not out of office 
Justice Streit was elected last March & he thinks he is not out of office till next spring not- 
withstanding this township has been detached from Shawnee County & annexed to Osage.”— 
Kansas State rg Society, Archives division, “Territorial Election Returns, Osage 
County, March 26, 1860.” 

Stewart's failure to file bond and take the oath of office as county attorney caused the 
county commissioners to declare the office vacant on July 2, and to appoint W. H. Theirs to 
fill the vacancy.—‘‘Osage County Commissioners’ Journal, 1859- 1862,” pp. 36, 37. 
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WeEp 28 
Pleasant. Went up to John Dodges in morning, also to Drews 
& got Some Law Books. Read ballance the day. 

Tuurs 29 
Fine Day. Read as usual. 

Fri 30 
High South wind. Read— moved my bed up from Mes & 
Rows store to my office. Went down to Superior in the after- 
noon to see the Commissioners canvas the votes of Osage 


County— home again. 

Sat 31 
Windy— Read Newspapers— Made out my Post-office re- 
turns. 


AprIL [1860] 

Stun 1 
Moderating, quite pleasant in evening. Wrote a long letter to 
O.G. Hazen. also one to Governor Medary. Read Newspapers 
& statutes. 

Mon 2 
Very Windy. Read & attended Post-office— Made out my 
Bond for Justice of Peace. Went up to Loyds in the Evening 
and “Sleeved” old Carrie Paddock. 


Tevus 3 
Exceedingly windy. Clouds of Dust. Read— handed my Bond 
to the Commissioners for their approval. 

Wen 4 
Windy in forenoon— Calm in evening. Was Sworn in as Jus- 


tice of Peace. Rec[eived] Streits Docket & papers. Read some. 
Attended fine party at Mr Lords in the evening. 
Tuers 5 


Beautiful day. Read— made Bond for Absolem Hoover— 
bought Cook Stove of [E.] Timms. 

Fri 6 
Very beautiful. Read Blackstone— did some official buissi- 
ness— Attended Post office. 

Sat 7 
Very Warm & fine. Read— Isued my first Summons as Jus- 
tice of the Peace. 

Sun 8 


Beautiful all day. Read & wrote— Slept &C. 
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Mon 9 
Fine— Growing Colder in the evening. Wrote nearly all day, 
Isued summons & order of Attachment for J. T. Williams 
wrote Transcript of Docket for Winchell. 

Tevus 10 
Pretty cool all [day], fire not uncomfortable Read & attended 
to my Post-office & Justice Buissiness. 

Wep 11 
Still Cool. In the office— reading & Squiring 

TuHurs 12 
Very fine & warm. Not very well to-day. Read some. 

Fri 13 
Somewhat Colder. In my office all day. 

Sar 14 
Beautiful all day In the office— had a Law suit Parties M 
Parks vs J E Cowan. 

Sun 15 
Very fine— Shaved and washed & Dressed up to-day, and 
went to Church— Densmore & Lizzy Drew were married in 
Church, 

Mon 16 
Clear & pleasant with high wind. Read Blackstone some, & 
attended to my official buissiness, made up the mail after night. 

Tevus 17 
Still windy & dusty. Clear— warm. Read &C all day. took 
tea at Row Bothels, had some Brandy to day, enough to make 
the Drunk come. 

Wep 18 
Very Pleasant— helped McDonald & Bothel move their store 
to-day, Read &C. 

TuHurs 19 
A little rain last night— windy to-day. Read— Called to 
see Miss Gillet at Titus’s engaged her to go with me to a 
party, from which engagement she subsequently Squirmed out. 
Went down to Barns’s after night and had a firstrate dance. 
Got home about one o-C at night. 

Fri 20 
Cool— wind— Read & attended to the Duties of my office. 

Sar 21 
Cool— _ threatning rain, a few drops after night. Read News- 
papers all day. 
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Sun 22 
Cold & rainy all day. Read &C all day. 

Mon 23 
Pleasant but Cool. Read some— attended a good party at 
Mr Lords at night. 

Treus 24 
Cool— Clear— sunny. This is election day. attended to 
holding the election, for County seat. 

Wep 25 
Cool— Sunny. Read Blackstone all day. 

Tuurs 26 
Left Newcastle two years ago to-day. Clear and pleasant— 
but Cool. Read— Loafed round &C all day. 

Fri 27 
Fine— but windy. Read in forenoon— Went down to Su- 
perior in the afternoon and attended the meeting of The Board 
of Commissioners, back home. 


Sat 28 

High Wind— Read Newspapers. 
Sun 29 

Little Cool. Read &C all day. 
Mon 30 


Pleasant— Read— had a trial before me— between E D 
Robison & J M Winchell. 


May [1860] 
Tus 1 
Very high south wind. Made a Lounge to-day. Read. 
Wep 2 
High South winds, dusty Read— wrote &C. 
TuHours 3 
Very high south wind— warm. Read Blackstone— Called 
to see the Miss Schuylers after night— heard some good 
Piano music. 
Fri 4 
Very high South Wind. Warm. Read— &C. received let- 
ter from O G Hazen. 
Sat 5 
Very windy. threatning rain. Wrote two letters, one to O. G. 
Hazen, & one to C W Stewart. Read newspapers. 
Sun 6 
Cool & windy. Read Blackstone all day. 
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Mon. 7 
Quite Cool— A little rain after night. In the office all day 
reading— 

Tevus 8 
Cool & very windy— Dust flying. Had Some Law buissiness, 
Read &C. 

WeEp 9 
Windy— Growing warmer. In the office, reading &C. 
Bought some Lumber, & pair of pants. 


TuHurs 10 
Very fine— warm. Had Law suit to-day— Robison vs Win- 
chell. Read &C. 

Fri 11 
Pleasant & warm. Read &C all day. 

Sat 12 


Terrible windy. dust flying. Had big Law suit to day between 
Wm. Cable & H[ollam] Rice, occupied all day. 
Sun 13 
Very Windy— Cool at night— Little frost. Read &C [all] 
day. 
Mon 14 
Beautiful— Calm— Read— Went down to Aikens— 
Made up Mail &C. 
Tevus 15 
Clear warm & beautiful. Read &C all day. 
Wep 16 
Growing Cool, threatning rain. Had Law Suit between Bur- 
dock [D. B. Burdick] & [Daniel] Rooks. 
TuHurR 17. 
Cool, a few drops of rain.. Law Suit of Burdocks & Rooks Con- 
tinued. 
Fri 18 
Very fine & warm. Law Suit of Burdocks vs Rooks continued all 
day. Mail at night, got through with Law suit about [illegible] 
Sat. 19 
Very fine calm & warm. Read newspapers all day. 
Sun 20 


Beautiful all day. Read all day, wrote some. 
Mon 21 


Beautiful all day Read & attended to my office duties. 
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Trvus 22 
Beautiful through the day, Threatning rain through the night. 
Had Law case to-day. Ter. of Kansas vs Julius J Wright— 
asualt & Battery. 

Wep 23 
Very warm— some wind. Read and did some official buissi- 
ness 

THurRs 24 
Very warm, fine Shower after night. Some hail— the dust 
Laid. This is election day for County Seat— Burlingame 
is to be the place, was one of the Inspectors of the Election.’*° 

Fri 25 
A ligh[t] shower of rain. Read all day. 

Sat 26 
Very warm, Clouds Read, Studied arithmetic. 

Sun 27 
Very windy. Dust flying. Read,— attended Church in morn- 
ing. Heard Rev. Holliday talk flat nonsense.’* 

Mon 28 
Still very windy, threatning rain. Read, Loafed &C. attended 
citezens meeting at the school house in the evening to take 
steps to finish up our Court house. 

TEvs 29 
Windy— quite cool. Read some, wrote some, Loafed some. 

Wep 30 
Very fine and warm. Read. went down to Aikens to take 
acknowledgement of Deed. bought Buffalo. Got Lot of Lum- 
ber from J B Fry. 

THurs 31 
Cloudy all day, and a gentle distillation of rain, weting the 
Ground sufficiently to Lay the dust. Glorious news this, we 
have had no rain of Consequence for 8 or 9 Months, promising 
more. Stayed in the office all day, reading, had company most 
the time, talked, told yarns, sang, had some Brandy and sugar, 
and a tollerably good time generally. 


140. “At the late election for the permanent location of the county seat of Osage county, 
the thriving town of Burlingame received a majority of over one hundred.”—Topeka Tribune, 
June 9, 1860. 

141. Rev. James F. Holliday, a Methodist clergyman of Auburn township, Shawnee 
county. 
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JuNE [1860] 
Fri 1 
Rainy in the morning, clear and pleasant in the Evening. Read 
&C. did a little Legal buissiness. 
Sat 2 
Very fine, South breeze. Held Court in the School house, 
Case, Rogers vs Rice. 
Sun 3 
Very fine & warm. Went to Church in forenoon. Read &c 
in the afternoon. 
Mon 4 
Very fine south breeze Read some, Married John Polley to 
Mary Flinn at Mrs Boyces at night. 
Tevus 5 
Very warm & fine. Read &C all day 
Wen 6 
Fine— threatning rain but dident. Had Some Law bussiness 
to transact to-day. Read &C. 
TuHuR 7 
Very fine & warm. Had big Law suit. Terr vs Tom Russell, 
took all day. 
Fri 8 
Wind Storm & few Drops of rain last night. Read & wrote all 
day. 
Sar 9 
A little rain Last night— also some this morning— Cloudy 
through the day. the Dust well laid. Recd Some Letters last 
night. Read to-day & attended to some Legal Buissiness. 
Sun 10 
A Most delightfull rain, the heaviest Shower this spring. Read 
& wrote letters, two of them, one toO G Hazen & one to Eb 
Sankey. 
Mon 11 
A Most Lovely day, things grow. Read wrote & C, all day. 
Tevus 12 
Fine and pleasant. Read Blackstone. had game Eucher. 
Wen 13 
Threatning rain in morning, Fine & pleasant through the Day. 
Went out with the sundy school down the Merais De ceyene 
on a Pick nick excursion— had pleasant time. 
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Tuurs 14 
A Very fine day. Finished reading 2d vol. of Blackstone In 
the office all day. 


Fri 15 
Very fine, Delightful Read & attended office. 

Sat 16 
Very Warm—fine. Commenced reading Bouviers Insti- 
tutes.1#? 

Sun 17 


A Most beautiful day Read Bouviers Institutes all day. 
Mon 18 

Very warm— Read— wrote three or four letters. 
Tus 19 

Very warm & sultry. Read Bouviers Institutes faithfully. 
Wen 20 

Very warm & fine. Read faithfully in Bouviers Institutes. 
TuHours 21 

Fine south breeze. Read Law all day, had game of Eucher 

at night with [J.R.?] Parrish, Canniff & J[udge] Schuyler 
Far 22 

Very beautiful— Good breeze. Went over to 110 to Baxters 

to meet Committees to make arrangements for 4th of July cele- 

bration. Got home about 2 oC in afternoon. 
Sat 23 

Very Warm. Some breeze. Read Newspapers all day & Law. 
Sun 24 

Very warm. Dry & sultry. Read all day. 
Mon 25 

Very Dry. Good south breeze. Read— made up mail at night. 
Teus 26 

Still intolerably dry. Read— Loafed— took tea at Bothels. 
Wep 27 

Exceedingly warm— threatning rain Took Bob Baird in 

with me to Bach. Read &C all day. 
TuHurs 28 

Very warm. Dry & dusty. Wrote all day making out my 

qu[a]rterly returns for Post-office. Bought new pair of pants 

$6,00 

142. Institutes of American Law, by John Bouvier (1787-1851), recorder of the city of 


Philadelphia and associate judge of the court of criminal sessions of that city, was published 
in 1851. 
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Fri 29 
A most Delightful shower. Read some— Wrote nearly all day 
making out my Post-office Transcripts. Distributed the mail 
at night. 

Sat 30 
Very Warm— Threatning rain. Finished making out my 
Quarterly returns for Post-office— Read some— went over 
to Mr Rices in the afternoon to meet the Fourth of July Com- 
mittee to select grounds on which to celebrate the fourth. Made 
the selection and returned home— Read, fiddled &C through 
the evening. 

Jury [1860] 

Sun 1 
Very Warm with strong south wind. Read— attended church 
at school house. 

Mon 2 
Very warm— strong south breeze. Read, made up mail in 
the evening. 

Tevs 3 
Strong south breeze— few drops of rain in the evening. Read 
some in forenoon, went over to Rices timber in the afternoon 
and worked at fixing up grounds for the 4th of July celebration. 

Wep 4 
Very fine all day. flying Clouds, but no rain. attend the Cele- 
bration at Rices timber also had a Ball at night, took Supper 
at Bratton house. Took Flora Lord to the Dance. 

Tuour 5 
The hotest day this summer Mercury up to 102. Read Bo- 
viers Institutes 

Fri 6 
Very Warm, nearly as warm as yesterday. Read all day. 

Sat 7 
A Very hot south wind— burning hot. Read in forenoon, at- 
tended an auction sale at Titus’ in afternoon & evening— 
bought a Lamp & some books. 

Sun 8 
Very warm & sultry. Read all Day. Boviers Institues. 

Mon 9 
Strong hot south wind. Read all day. 

Tevus 10 
A fine & pleasant day. Dry & dusty. Read faithfully all day 
at Bouviers. 
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Wep 11 
Warm, promises rain. Read. Rode over to A Hoovers— took 
dinner there, home again. had some Law buissiness. 
TuHurs 12 
Cool & pleasant. No rain yet. Finished Reading Bouvier— 
& Commenced it second time. Took a ride in Buggy up to Mail 
Station in the evening with Will Ryus. 
Far 13 
Very Dry warm & sultry. Had a Law suit between Laura L 
Rooks and D B Burdock. Recd Letter from O. G. Hazen. 
Sat 14 
A few Drops of rain Last night. Read some— had some Law 
buissiness, &C. received Letter from Jim Bothel and order on 
McDonald for some money due the post office. 
Sun 15 
Very warm & sultry. Rode down to Henry Morells in the morn- 
ing with Bob Baird to Look at some Land. home again, read 
& wrote two letters— one to O G Hazen & one to T A Parrish. 
Mon 16 
Very hot— threatning rain. Read Law had some Law buissi- 
ness 
Tevus 17 
Still very warm— Looks like rain. Read Bouvier. 
Wep 18 
Good breeze but very dry & warm. Read all day faithfully. 
TuHurs 19 
Strong signs of rain— and dod[?] it did rain a few drops. 
Read all day. Got tight in the Evening up at Dock Sheldons. 
—damd fool 
Fri 20 
Intensely hot. A little shower of rain in the morning. Sick in 
forenoon— Read in afternoon. 


Sat 21 
Very Warm— Good breeze. Had Law buissiness between 
Dan. Rooks & Burdock. 

Sun 22 
Cloudy more or less all day, no rain. Read— had tooth ache 
some, 

Mon 23 


Very Dry & warm. Read Bouvier all Day. 
Tevus 24 
Good south breeze. Read all day. Got some money. 
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Web 25 
Fine Shower last night. Started out this morning on the hunt 
of a pocket book Lost by Mr Moulton— rode 60 miles, to 
the Neosho crossing 

TuHurs 26 
Very fine pleasant day. Read & wrote— took a ride down to 
Victor McDonalds with Mr Harris in the evening— back 
home again. 

Fri 27 
Thunder all round, and rain in other places but only a few 
Drops here— Read Bouviers All Day. 

Sar 28 
A fine south breeze— appearance of rain but none Comes. 
Read Boviers in forenoon. went fishing in the evening, with 
Net. had Good Luck. 

Sun 29 
Very warm. Looking like rain. Read all day. 

Mon 30 
Very warm & Sultry. Commenced working at fixing up my 
house, had Elisha Robison helping me. 

Tevus 31 
Very warm through the day. flying Clouds, and Looking very 
much Like rain. Came up terrible heavy wind & rain in the 
evening, rained more than all put together that we have had 
this season, Glorious Worked at my house all day. 


Aveust [1860] 
Wep 1 
Very beautiful day. Worked at fixing up my house. 
TuHurs 2 
Very Warm with Strong hot wind. Worked at my house. 
Fri 3 
Threatning rain and a few drops fell. at my house faithfully 
all day. 
Sat 4 
Few Drops rain.—pleasant. Finished my house. got good 
warm room for winter. Got fine Lot fish to-day. 
Sun 5 
Warm & Sultry. Attended Church in forenoon. Read in the 
afternoon. 
Mon 6 
Very Strong South wind. little rain in evening. Read all day. 
received letter from Eb Sankey. 
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TEvs 7. 
A Very warm & sultry day. Read Bouvier all day. 

Wen 8 
Warm and dry— as usual— Read Law all day. 

Tuurs 9 
Cool in Morning— looks like rain in eve. Had Law Case— 
Davis vs Russell. Read &C. 

Fri 10 
Cool so as to be very pleasant all day. Read— had a Little 
Law buissiness— 

Sat 11 
Cool in the Morning— Warm in afternoon. Read— had 
some Law bussiness— 

Sun 12 
Cool all day. Read all day. 

Mon 13 
Cool morning— warm in afternoon. Read. had some Law 
bussines. 

Tevus 14 
Strong south wind— warm. Read— Rode up to John 
Dodges in forenoon to take acknowledgement of Mortgage— 
back home— Read— was summoned as appraiser to assess 
the property of J. G. Morell taken in Execution. walked down 
to his farm— home— read, wrote a letter to D. 8S. Mc- 
Intosh. 

Wep 15 
Very Warm— Looks like rain this eve— Read & in my 
office all day. 

TuHurs 16 
Very Warm— Little south breeze. Finished Reading Bou- 
viers Institutes the seccond time. 

Fri 17 
Very Warm & sultry. A fine Shower after night. Good. Read 
— Commenced Reading Blackstone for the second time. 

Sat 18 
Pleasant through the day. a Shower of rain after night. Read 
all day. 

Sun 19 
Cloudy in morning, warm in eve. A little rain after night. Read 
— took a walk up to Dubois in the evening— slept at George 

Hoovers at night. 
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Mon 20 
Fine & warm— Read in forenoon— attended store for Mc- 
Donald & Bothel in the afternoon. 
Trvs 21 
Very warm & sultry. attended Store all day. 
Wep 22 
Warm & sultry. In the store. Read a little 
Tuurs 23 
Still warm & dry. In the Store. 
Fri 24 
Very fine day. South breeze. In the Store. Mc & Row came 
home after night. 
Sat 25 
Pleasant but very dry. Read Blackstone all day in my office. 
Sun 26 
Very warm. Some breeze. Had visit from Joe. Guildford. 
Read some. 
Mon 27 
Good strong breeze but very warm. Read all day. Hall sued 
Bratton to-day. 


Tevs 28 
Very warm & scorching dry. Read all day. some little law 
buissiness 

Wep 29 
Still very warm & dry. Read all day— received two letters 
— one from O. G. Hazen & one from Mary Jack.— wrote 
one in return for O.G. Hazen. good news. 

Tuurs 30 


Stiff wind spring up from the East, threatning rain, a few 
drops in the afternoon, A little Cool in the Evening. Read 
faithfully all day. 

Fri 31 
No rain yet. Warm. Read all day. received N. Y. Tribune. 


SEPTEMBER [1860] 


Sat Ist 
Cloudy with gentle distillation of Rain in forenoon— scarcely 
Laying the dust. Read all day. 

Sun 2. 


Cloudy & sun altternate, good shower in Eve. Went up to the 
Wakarusa to attend Camp-meeting. Stayed till evening, then 
home the Crowd was small, no great profit. 
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Mon 3 
Fine warm day. Cloudy in the eve. Read— Not well to day. 
Teus 4 
Stiff south breeze. warm— Read all or bought a fine 
gold watch to-day from Fairchild—for $100. 
Wen 5 
Warm South wind— very hot & dry. Read in forenoon, helped 
raise bridge across Switzer Creek in afternoon. 
THURS 6 
Very hot and dry, hot wind from south helped at bridge in 
morning. Read in the afternoon. 
Fri 7 
Still hot south wind. Read, rec[eJived my first no. of N. Y. 
Tribune. 
Sat 8 
North wind, growing cold. Read Blackstone, Newspapers, & 
Tupper. 
Sun 9 
Cool in morning, warm in evening. Read all day. 
Mon 10 
Warm— South Wind. Read finished Blackstone. Received 
a letter from Laura Sankey. bought fine watch chain. Called 
to see Halls at night. Played Eucher with him. Saw Thad 
Hyatt, Arny & Gen Pomroy.'* 
Tevs 11 
Cool. Kept up a little fire all day Cloudy & a very few drops 
of rain. Read the Code of Kansas all day. 
Wen 12 
Warmer. Strong south wind. Read Statutes all day. 
TuHurs 13 
Very warm & strong south wind. Had some Law buissiness. 
Read &C all day. 
Fri 14 
Cloudy— windy— some light showers of rain— a good 
heavy shower after night. Read Laws & N. Y. Tribune. 
Sat. 15 
Fine day. a little muddy. Read statutes. Read Tupper some 


100 


In evening. 
143. In 1860 the territory suffered from a severe drought which led to the organization of 
a relief committee to raise money and supplies in the East and ship them to Kansas. Thad- 
deus Hyatt of New York and W. F. M. Arny of Anderson county, who had been active sup- 


porters of the Free-State movement since 1854, took leading roles in the relief work. Hyatt 
secured contributions. Arny, as general shipping agent of the relief committee, forwarded 
them to Kansas, and Samuel C. Pomeroy, president of the committee, disbursed them from 
his headquarters in Atchison.—Topeka Tribune, August 18, September 8, 15, 29, 1860; Kan- 
sas Historical Collections, Topeka, v. 7, p. 208. 
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suN 16 
Beautiful all day. wind N. W. moderate. Took a walk over 
to Cabels in morning to see Jo. Gilliford, found him there, 
stayed all day, drank Sherry wine, had good time, home in eve. 

Mon 17 
A fine Day, with some breeze. Read statutes all day. 

Tevs 18 
Cold North wind. few drops of rain. Had some Law buissi- 
ness, recd. three letters, wrote one to O. G. Hazen. Read &C 
&C ballance of the day. 

Wen 19 
Cloudy & little cool. Went out to work out my Poll Tax this 
morning, continued at [it] all day. 

Tuurs. 20 
Warmer.— White frost this morning— not heavy but 
Plainly perceptible. The first we have had this fall. Read 
some. worked out the ballance of my road tax to-day. Com- 
menced reading Bouviers Institutes again, had a little law 
buissiness. 

Fri 21 
Very fine fall day. Read all day. had fine Water-melon. 

Sat 22 
Very beautiful calm day. Read &C all day. 

Sun 23 
Strong south wind. dust flying— hot. Went down to superior 
to attend Church in forenoon— came home in afternoon. 
Read &C ballance the day. 

Mon 24 
Very fine warm & calm. Went over to Dragoon Creek with 
Row Bothel & wife to gather walnuts. got Lots of them, 
came home. Read some. 

Teus 25 
Very warm &dry. Took a walk upto Mr. [Peter] Kirbys in 
morn and borrowed Some of his Law books. Chittys Plead- 
ings.144 
Came home & commenced Reading. Read all day. 

Web 26 
Pleasant all day— Warm at night. Read Chittys pleadings, 
went down to [Victor] McDonalds in Company with Mitchell in 
the Evening for the purpose of setting up with him—being 


144. Joseph Chitty (1776-1841), Treatise on Pleading and Parties to Actions (London, 
1808). The eleventh American edition, in three volumes, was published in 1847. 
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Low in Consumption, found sufficient Company there, and re- 
turned home, promising to return on to-morrow night. 
THurRS 27 
Very fine fall wether. Read Chittys pleadings. Went down to 
Victor McDonalds with Mitchell in the evening to set up as 
watcher. Stayed all night & returned home in morn 
Fri 28 
A few drops rain in morning, pleasant through the day. Read 
Some. Wrote some, had a little Law buissiness, &C. 
Sat 29 
Fine day— some clouds, and at night a good rain. Read 
Chitty, and New York Tribune, attended the anual school 
meeting at night, and Elected a new board of officers. 
Sun 30 
Cloudy and a little distillation of rain at different times 
through the day. Rainbow in the Evening. Read Chitty, had 
Company talked, and so forth all day. some more rain after 
night. not a moiety yet of what we ought to have in order to 
wet the ground thoroughly and Raise the streams. 


! OcroBer [1860] ! 

Mon 1 

A most beautiful day. Read— wrote a letter to Eb. Sankey. 
Teus 2 

A most beautiful day. Read— and in my office all day. 
WeEp 3 

Very fine and warm. Read some— _ had some Law buissiness. 
TuHurs 4 

Lovely Weather. Read. Wrote a letter to Coon [or Coors?] 
Fri 5 

Still Delightful fall weather. Read all day. Victor McDonald 

Died to-day. 


Sat 6 
Still fine weather. Rode over to 110 with Bill Harris to take 
acknowledgement of Deed. got home about 2 oC— had Law 
suit in evening. Reed vs. Beer. 

Sun 7 


Fine— wind Changed round to the north in the evening. Had 
Joe Gilliford with me all day. Read in Eve. 

Mon 8 
Still very fine weather. Cool nights Read some— got a 
tooth plugged Had heap talk with Empie about politics 


26-157 
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Tevs 9 
Delightful fall weather. Read & done some office buissiness. 
Web 10 
Cool morning, fine day. Read a little, had some buissines. 
Tuurs 11 
Cool— quite Cool— Read a little— had a crowd in the 
office all day, in case of the Ter. against John Albach. put 
prisoner to bail untill next Saturday, played few games of 
Eucher at night. 


Fri 12 
Considerable frost this morning. Cool all day— fire feels 
good. Read faithfully all day. 

Sat 13 


Frost in morning, cool day. Had a law suit between the Ter. 
and John Albach, all day. some excitement. 

Sun 14 
Cool— sat by the fire all day. Read Chittys Pleadings. 

Mon 15 
Still Cool— growing pleasant. Read— &C. Married Geo. 
W. Roe to Miss Nancy J. Roe on the Prarie by a camp fire 
after dark. 

Tevus 16 
Pleasant smokey weather. Read & wrote all day, had game of 
Eucher in the Evening. 

Wen 17 
Fine pleasant day. Read &C. Recd a letter from J. R. Parrish. 
Wrote an answer. 

Tuvurs 18 
Fine all day. Caucus in the afternoon. 

Fri 19 
Very beautiful. Loafed round, went down to Superior in the 
afternoon. 

SaT 20 
A most beautiful day. Count[y] Convention met at Burlin- 
game to-day. Got Nomination for County Att. wont take it. 
als[o] got appointed delegate to the district Convention to 
meet at Ottumwa on the 24th Inst. had a meeting at School 
house in the evening, did nothing but fun at Mr Playfords & 
Canniff expense. 

Sun 21 
A most lovely day. Read some— slept some, walked some. 
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Mon 22 
Very beautiful all day. Read Some loafed round some, set- 
tled with Bob. Baird and parted Baching with him. attended 
meeting at school house in evening, had some excitement, got 
mad at Schuyler, blowed him up. 

Tevus 23 
Fine and warm. Loafed round in forenoon, got ready and 
started in Company with [G. H.] Kent & [Lewis D.] Joy for 
Ottumwa to attend the Convention on the 24th as Delegates, 
traveled untill evening, stopped at Onion Creek,— took sup- 
per, and Started on and traveled untill we reached the Marias 
Des Cygnes, where we camped for the night. 

Wep 24 
A little Cool in the morning, warm through the day. Started 
on early, reached Ottumway about 10 o-C. attended the Con- 
vention, put Candidates in nomination had Considerable ex- 
citement.'* Started for home in the evening, got as far as the 
Marias-Des-Cygnes— Camped there in Company with a 
number of others. 

TuHurs 25 
Strong south wind. Suny and warm. Started on early, traveled 
in smoke and dust all the way. reached home about 2 o-C 
P. M. washed up and Loafed at the best ease, ballance the 
evening. 

Fri 26 
Cloudy and a fine shower of rain. Some thunder and lightning. 
Read, wrote & hulled Walnuts. 

Sat 27 
Cloudy all day— little Cool. Hulled Walnuts all day, at- 
tended a public meeting at school house in the evening, had 
excitement. 

Sun 28 
Clear & Suny— fine Read N.Y. Tribune, took a walk over 
to see Preston. 

Me ote OE oe SI ACO 

cide cadet” canstannl tay aes Daas quia sommes ate teagan Taealiwed p tae 

lution “‘that this convention support no candidate for the Territorial Legislature for the ses- 

Cocke of Guns comune, cad te Ge camel all @ Ok tor Oo anes a ian & Oe cae 

part of said county, and in Coffey county, similar to the one passed by the House and de- 

feated in the Council last winter.’”” The motion was laid on the table, and Stewart and G. H. 


Kent thereupon rose and left the convention.—Lawrence Republican, November 1 and 15, 
1860. 
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Mon 29 
Cool very high south wind, dust flying. Went down to su- 
perior to see Mr. Winchell in Company with H. D. Preston. 
Spent nearly all day with him, in making political arrange- 
ments. Came home in the evening. met number gentlemen in 
Mr Canniffs office for consultation. got home about 10 o-C. 
All things Considered, to-day has been one of unusual diplo- 
matic experience. 

Tevus 30 
Cool wind in the North. Hulled nuts &C. Mitchell came 
to live with me to-day, did Some little Law buissiness. 

WeEp 31 
Hallow-een Cold North West Wind— Sat by the fire all 
day, read some, received a letter from O G. Hazen, and an- 
swered it. Cracked nutts heap. did Some Law buissiness be- 
tween Old Rooks & Dan. had long visit and talk with Mr. 
Empie. Political & Social. 


! NovEMBER [1860] |! 

TuHurs 1 
Cold & Little fall of rain & Snow. Read Banner of Light !* all 
day, and Tuppers philosophy at night. 

Fri 2 
Snow on the ground this morning. Cool and muddy all day, 
little rain. Recd number of papers and a letter from Dr. 
Croughton. Read papers, all day. 

Sat 3 
Cool ra[in]y day. Sat by fire. Read Newspapers & wrote a 
letter to Dr. Croughton. had meeting after night at Hughes 
to make town ticket. 

Sun 4 
Pleasant. Read, Cracked nuts, talked &C. all day. heap ex- 
citement about our Charter Election. 

Mon 5 
Cool & Cloudy. Charter Election in Burlingame to-day Some 
excitement over it. 


146. Banner of Light; An Exponent of the Spiritual Philosophy of the 19th Century, a 
spiritualistic periodical which was published in New York and later in Boston from 1857 to 
1907. In the latter year it was advertised as ‘‘the oldest journal in the world devoted to the 
ee Philoso} copay, General Psychic and Metaphysical ~~ je ~—_ Thought and Spiritual 

ealing.”—N 
p. 1256. 


Ayer and Son’s American Newspaper Annual - (Philadelphia, 1907), 
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Tevus 6 
Clear & sunny but little cool. General fall Election to-day. 
attended Polls all day as inspector.’** 

WeEp 7 
Wet and rainy all day. Read all day. 

Tuur. 8 
Cloudy and mudy, not cold. Read in my office all day. at- 
tended a meeting at school house in the eve—to take measures 
to get some Charity provisions from Atchison— was appointed 
on Committee for that purpose.'* 


Fri 9 
Pleasant— drying up the roads. Read all day Law & 
newspapers. 

Sar 10 
Pleasant and fine. Read Some— Loafed some. 

Sun 11 
Beautiful all day. Took a walk up to Wrights place took din- 
ner at McDougals, thence on to Loyds— _ stoped few minutes 
thence up to Howards, met Rogers and family there and the 
two Prestons, took tea there— thence home. 

Mon 12 


Beautiful all day. Loafed round some— Read Some— en- 
gaged to teach the school at Burlingame for the comming 
winter. 
Tevs 13 

Still beautiful, threatning a change. Loafed round some Read 
some. Called to see Miss Willson at Titus’. wrote a letter to 
A. H. Snyder. 

147. On November 6 Stewart was again elected to the office of county attorney (see Foot- 


note 139).—Kansas State Historical Society, Archives division, ‘‘Territorial Election Returns, 
Osage County, November 6, 1860.” 


148. See Footnote 143. 


[Enp or VoLUME 2 AND ENp or THE Diary. For A BioGRAPHICAL 
SketcH oF Srewart SEE Pace 4.] 
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Bypaths of Kansas History 


A Few Remarks Aspout TRECUMSEH 


From a copy of a letter from D. N. M. (not identified but prob- 
ably a former employee of the Holladay Overland Mail & Express 
Co.) to Enoch Cummings, a division agent of the stageline, in the 
Manuscripts division of the Kansas State Historical Society: 


Tecumpseh Sep the 8 1867 
Friend Cumons 

Dr Sir yours of the 27 of Last month Came to hand and I amm glad to 
Learn that you all are well my health is good I have Ben in the hay 
Buisness for the Last to Weakes have got all of Our hay up and have a small 
Contract for one of our Neighbors and that wil finish the hay Buisness But 
that dont let me out of work the corn has to Be Cut up for the Calves and 
then the potatoes has to Be Dug to fead the Babies om Not mine But my 
good looken Nieces I have Not got aney land yet the Potawatime land 
has Not come in to market and I am waiting for it or I would have Bought 
long ago for I am Not Satisfied with this plase for it is no plase for Stock 
and I am going to leave here in the Spring the K[ansas] S[tage] Co talked 
of opening a Road South But they are not aney Nearer the matter than they 
was this is a gay plase here there is 10 families in the plase and 7 of them is 
widowes and they have from thre to ten Children Each and want more So 
you Can se this is a good Stock Countrey Shawne County against the world 
for Babies if you want to Raise a large familey for god Sake Come to 
Shawne Co and if you dont dont come near But come down and se a fellow 
we are poor folkes But we Can give you a little grub and a Blanket to sleap on 
if you Can get me a pup a Rattarrier out of Jack I wil come up let me 
{k]now my Compliments to Miss Cumons 

[Signed] DN M 

From the Topeka Weckly Leader, May 14, 1868. 

Prouiric—If you eastern folks don’t believe that Kansas is a fast country, 
you have but to visit our part of the state and become convinced. Even oli 
bachelors and old maids do well in Kansas. 

The population of Tecumseh was increased by the addition of eight persons 
on Sunday night last. Eight babies in one night and the familics not farther 
than eighty feet apart. And more than this, every happy mother produced 
twins. 

Four pairs of twins, in one town, in one night and the families residing 
within a stone’s throw of each other. Four families and eight babies, four ot 
the babies in the same house. 

The town of Tecumseh lies six miles directly east of Topeka, in Shawnee 
County, State of Kansas. 

Seven girls and one boy. Mr. Aye, more fortunate than the rest, was 
blessed with a boy and a girl. And as the gentleman remarked to us, “it 
wasn’t a very good night for babies, at that.” 
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Kansas History as Published in the Press 


The story of Robidoux, a Missourian of French ancestry who was 
the earliest trader in western Nebraska, operating trading posts and 
blacksmith shops during the gold rush of 1849 era, is told in “Robi- 
doux’s Trading Post at ‘Scott’s Bluffs,’ and the California Gold 
Rush,” by Merrill J. Mattes, printed in Nebraska History, Lincoln, 
June, 1949. Mattes made an interesting discovery as a result of 
one of Dr. Robert Taft’s articles in The Kansas Historical Quar- 
terly. Taft’s story on Heinrich Balduin Méllhausen, appearing in 
the August, 1948, number, featured a picture of one of Robidoux’s 
trading posts. It was the only known contemporary picture of 
a post he had at Scotts Bluff, and with this picture in hand, Mattes 
was able definitely to establish the site of the 1851 post in Carter 
canyon. 


Articles of historical interest in the June, 1949, number of the 
Transactions of the Kansas Academy of Science, Lawrence, in- 
cluded: “Man’s Disorder of Nature’s Design in the Great Plains,” 
by F. W. Albertson; “Research and Stripland Reclamation in Kan- 
sas,” by Fred P. Eshbaugh; “Crustacea in Eastern Kansas,” by 
A. B. Leonard and L. H. Ponder; “Lead-Silver Molds of the Osage 
Indians,” by George E. Fay, and “Kansas Botanical Notes, 1948,” 
by Frank C. Gates. 


The life of Carry Nation was the subject of a stage production, 
“Cyclone in Petticoats,” created and presented by Barbara Gene 
Corey of Topeka as her senior project at Bennington College, Ben- 
nington, Vt., where the play was staged in June, 1949. Miss Corey’s 
story of the play was told in the Wichita Sunday Eagle, August 
7, 1949. 


A history of Morton county was published in the Morton County 
Record, Rolla, June 3, 10, 17 and 24, 1949. The Record reported 
that the first permanent settlement in the county was made in 1879 
by the Beatty brothers. 


The Johnson County Democrat, Olathe, June 9, 1949, reprinted 
from the Kansas City (Mo.) Star a brief historical sketch of Coun- 
tryside addition in Johnson county. A stone and mortar wall, said 
to be the foundation of a house built by John Prophet, a Shawnee 
Indian who once held title to 2,000 acres in the area, still remains. 
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The addition was acquired about 20 years ago by Frank Hodges, 
Olathe lumberman, and is now covered by homes. An article on the 
Silverheels family, by Mrs. Tom Davis, appeared in the Johnson 
County Herald, Overland Park, July 28. Moses Silverheels, a Shaw- 
nee Indian, received land in present Johnson county under the treaty 
between the U. S. government and the Shawnee Indians concluded 
May 10, 1854. A packet of historical documents, including Olathe’s 
incorporation documents of 1859 and 1868, was recently discovered 
in the Johnson county probate court. 

Historical articles of interest to Kansans in recent issues of the 
Kansas City (Mo.) Star included: “Chautauqua Brought Cultural 
Life to the Middle West in the Last Century,” Ottawa was the cen- 
ter of the movement in the Middle West, by Charles Arthur Hawley, 
June 14, 1949; “Hard Work Is Real Route to Success, Says a 
Woman Who Has Achieved It,” the success story of Mrs. Olive Ann 
Beech of Wichita, by John Wheeler, June 20; “Amelia Earhart’s 
Fate Still Debated Twelve Years After Her Disappearance,” July 2; 
“Kansas City May See Its Own History in the Railroad Fair’s 
Pageant,” a description of the historical pageant “Wheels A-Roll- 
ing,” by E. B. Garnett, and “The Once-Arid Plains of Kansas Now 
Are Dotted With Shimmering Lakes,” with photographs, by Hughes 
Rudd, July 10; “Famous Points in Germany Visited by U. S. Chil- 
dren,” under the direction of Fred L. Miller of Topeka, American 
children going to school in Germany are visiting famous places, 
August 7; “Mother Bickerdyke Helped Kansas After Heroic Serv- 
ice With the Union Army,” by Louis O. Honig, August 19; “Saga 
of a Boilermaker—Harry Darby,” by Richard B. Fowler, and “A 
Bottle-Throwing Bird Man [Ralph Ellis] Stirred Up Legal Row at 
K. U.,” the story behind the court fight between Ellis’ widow and 
the University of Kansas over 65,000 books on birds, by Alvin §. 
McCoy, August 21, and “In a Booming Season of Mid-Western 
Fairs, Abilene, Kas., Stages Its 80th Celebration,” pictures of ex- 
hibits with brief comments, August 28. Articles in the Kansas City 
(Mo.) Times included: “Only Two Survivors of Quaint Dutch 
Windmills Which Ground Kansas Grain,” Wamego and Smith Cen- 
ter have pioneer structures preserved as historical relics, by Mar- 
garet Whittemore, July 22; “Wing of Memorial on Oregon Trail 
Honors William H. Jackson, Pioneer,” a wing of the Scottsbluff 
(Neb.) National Monument museum dedicated to honor Jackson, 
by Col. E. P. Gempel, July 27; “Little Remains of Town [Quindaro] 
Which Was an Outpost of Free-Staters,” July 29; “Landmarks 
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Recall the History of Kansas in the Days of the Indians and 
Earlier,” by E. B. Dykes Beachy, August 1; “Relic [saddle] of 
Sitting Bull Brings to Mind the Unsolved Mystery of Chief’s 
Youth,” by John Edward Hicks, August 4; “Nature Has Left Her 
Masterpieces Off the Main Highways of Kansas,” unknown to many 
people some geological wonders exist in Kansas, by E. B. Dykes 
Beachy, August 23; “Radar Men Trained at Olathe Help to Make 
Flying Safer Around the World,” by Roger Swanson, August 25; 
“‘Another [Milton] Eisenhower’ in Strong Position For a Major 
Political Office in Kansas,” a condensation of a Collier’s magazine 
article, by Holmes Alexander, August 26, and “‘Empory in All Her 
Glory’ Acclaimed Success of William Allen White Book,” an elab- 
orate reception staged forty years ago for the author of A Certain 
Rich Man when he returned from Europe to Emporia, by Everett 
Rich, August 27. 


Historical sketches of several towns near Emporia appeared re- 
cently in the Emporia Times. Included were: Hartford, June 16, 
1949; Miller, June 23; Dunlap, June 30; Saffordville, July 7; Ad- 
mire, July 14; Neosho Rapids, July 21; Bushong, July 28; Americus, 
August 11, and Olpe, September 1. 


The Atchison Daily Globe noted on June 19, 1949, that the oldest 
house in Atchison is now being restored by Mr. and Mrs. John M. 
Price. It was built in 1855 by Dr. J. H. Stringfellow. The Prices 
plan to furnish the restored building with antique furniture. 


Early county-seat fights in Linn county were discussed by Doug- 
las Gleason, Ottawa attorney, in the Mound City Republic, June 
30, 1949. Mr. Gleason’s information was from volumes 14 and 15 
of the Kansas Reports. 


The story of one of the first Russian Mennonite migrations to 
Kansas, including facts about the origin of the Bruderthal Mennon- 
ite Church, is related in “Bruderthal—Seventy-Five Years Ago,” by 
Ray Funk, in Mennonite Life, North Newton, July, 1949. The set- 
tlement of the Bruderthal community was begun in 1873 by Peter 
and Jacob Funk. On December 26, 1874, the Bruderthal Mennonite 
Church was organized, but the congregation met in schoolhouses and 
homes until a schoolhouse was purchased in 1885 to be used as a 
church building. 


A history of the Fred Harvey hotels and restaurants is told in an 
article, “The Fred Harvey System,” by Charles W. Hurd, in Th 
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Colorado Magazine, Denver, July, 1949. The first Harvey house, a 
part of the Santa Fe depot at Topeka, was opened in 1876. 


Articles by Harry H. Seckler in recent issues of the Leavenworth 
Times included: “There Was Bustling Activity Along the City’s 
River Levee Before the Turn of the Century,” July 3, 1949; “The 
City Market-Masters Were Rough on the Cheaters,” July 10; “En- 
acting City’s First Laws Was Tough Job for Pioneers,” July 17; 
“Pioneer and Modern Traffic Ordinances Very Much Alike,” July 
24; “Early Day Poll Tax of $1.00 Per Head Made Voters Scream,” 
July 31; “Vaccinated For Railroad Center But It Didn’t Take,” 
many of the railroads planned for Leavenworth failed to materialize, 
August 7, and “City’s Old Timers Enjoyed [Iron] Moulders Annual 
Grand Ball,” August 28. 


The history of Augusta’s historical museum on South State street 
was sketched in the Augusta Daily Gazette, July 5, 1949. The log 
building which houses the museum was built in 1868 by C. N. 
James and Leonard Shamleffer and used for a school, a church and 
a Masonic hall in the early days. The Augusta Historical Society 
acquired the building in 1938, made necessary repairs, collected an- 
tiques and relics representing Augusta’s early history and officially 
opened the building as a museum in 1941. 


A historical sketch of the Barneston Presbyterian Church was 
printed in the Marysville Advocate, July 7, 1949. The church re- 
cently celebrated its 60th anniversary, the first church building 
having been dedicated June 30, 1889, four years after the congre- 
gation was formed. “A History of Beattie” is the title of a series of 
articles by J. D. Stosz which began to appear in both the Advocate 
and the Marshall County News, Marysville, on July 14. 


Three special sections were published by The Phillips County Re- 
view, Phillipsburg, July 7, 1949, on the occasion of the dedication 
of a new general office building at Phillipsburg by the Kansas- 
Nebraska Natural Gas Co. The special edition was devoted prin- 
cipally to the history of the gas company which was founded in 
1936 by L. E. Fischer. 


“Early Day History of Vernon Telling of Its Early Industries 
and Social Life,” is the title of a four-column article by Elizabeth 


E. Clawson in the Yates Center News, July 7, 1949. Vernon first 
became a recognized townsite in 1888, and has become important as 
a prairie hay market and shipping point. 
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The life of Rex Stout was featured in “Profiles,” by Alva John- 
ston, in The New Yorker, July 16 and 23, 1949. Stout was born on 
December 1, 1886, in Noblesville, Ind., and in 1888 his family moved 
to a farm near Topeka. He remained in Kansas until 1906 when 
he enlisted in the navy where he served two years. In 1916 he began 
organizing a thrift system for the saving of money by school chil- 
dren. By 1927 he had accumulated a substantial fortune. and he 
retired from business, taking up writing again. Shortly before and 
during the war years he engaged in propaganda work in favor of 
preparedness, lend-lease, the draft and the war effort. Since the war 
he has returned to his writing. 


A historical series, “Neosho Valley Facts and Legends,” by Audrey 
Z. McGrew, has been appearing regularly in the Humboldt Union, 
beginning July 21, 1949. 


Included among articles by George Remsburg in the Atchison 
Daily Globe recently were “Atchison County Pioneer Wooed Sister 
of [Jesse] James,” a biographical sketch of Thomas J. Payne, July 
24, 1949, and “Looking Back on Atchison,” August 25. 


The history of Sedan was featured in the Sedan Times-Star, July 
28, 1949. Included are sketches of the town’s newspapers, churches 
and clubs. 


A history of Poheta school, District No. 16, Saline county, by 
George H. Shier, was printed in the Gypsum Advocate, August 4, 
1949. The district was organized on June 19, 1869, and now is being 
disorganized and the area divided among adjoining districts. 


“Osear Wilde Still Popular Abroad, But Leavenworth Didn’t 
Like Him,” was the title of an article by Charles G. Pearson in the 
Leavenworth Times, August 7, 1949. Wilde lectured in Leavenworth 
April 19, 1882. 


“Last Indian Raid Here 81 Years Ago,” is the title of a brief ar- 
ticle which appeared in the Beloit Daily Call, August 12, and in the 
weekly Call, August 18, 1949. The last serious Indian raid in the 
Beloit area occurred on August 12, 1868, and, according to the arti- 
cle, three persons were massacred and two small girls taken captive 
by the Indians. 


The story of the Leoti Old Settlers’ picnic, held this year on Sep- 
tember 12 and 13, 1949, was featured in the Leoti Standard, August 











404 Kansas HistoricaAL QUARTERLY 


25, 1949. The gathering was first held in 1890 at Burr schoolhouse 
and was called the Harvest Home picnic. It was a Thanksgiving for 
the bountiful crops harvested that year. 


A history of Marquette by James Lindstrom was published in 
the Marquette Tribune, September 1, 1949, in observance of the 75th 
anniversary of the founding of the town. The first permanent set- 
tlers were John Hughes and J. M. Claypool who walked from Junc- 
tion City in the late 1860’s. Mr. Lindstrom mentioned the names 
of several of the early settlers in the area, related a number of their 
experiences with the Indians and described the establishment of 
schools and churches and the progress of industries, businesses and 
agriculture in the community. The town, named for Marquette, 
Mich., was founded in 1874. 


The Kiowa News published an 88-page diamond jubilee edition, 
September 1, 1949, in connection with the celebration, September 
3-5, of the 75th anniversary of “the establishment of the first post 
office called Kiowa,” which was located about five miles northwest 
of present Kiowa. The jubilee edition included historical sketches 
of Kiowa clubs, churches, schools, businesses and other institutions. 
Articles on some of the neighboring communities and ranches were 
also included. 
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Kansas Historical Notes 


The Fort Scott Historical Society was reactivated under the title 
Fort Scott and Bourbon County Historical Society at a meeting on 
August 30, 1949. G. W. Marble, editor of the Fort Scott Tribune, 
was elected president of the society. Other officers named were: 
Bill Henry, vice-president; Mrs. J. R. Prichard, secretary, and Mrs. 
Goldie Cleland, treasurer. The board of directors includes the 
officers, the mayors of Bronson, Uniontown, Fulton, Mapleton and 
Redfield, and Orlando Cheney, Mrs. Glenn Maupin and Mrs. Emma 
Connolly. Among its activities, the society will maintain the his- 
torical museum. 


Dr. Homer K. Ebright, on the faculty of Baker University, Bald- 
win, and a director of the Kansas State Historical Society, was 
the principal speaker at a dinner meeting of the Osawatomie His- 
torical Society, at Osawatomie, June 13, 1949. Dr. Ebright’s sub- 
ject was “When the Great American Desert Blossomed.” The 
history of the Old Stone Church of Osawatomie was given by Mrs. 
Pauline Gudger. The board of city commissioners has voted to 
convey this church to the society to hold as long as it shall be used 
as a place of public and historical interest. Alden O. Weber is the 
society’s president. 


W. W. Graves, editor of the St. Paul Journal, recently published 
volume 1 of his two-volume history of Neosho county. It is a 544- 
page book, printed in the author’s own shop, and is devoted to early 
Neosho county history. The material to comprise volume 2 is now 
appearing serially in current issues of the Journal. 


A 20-page pamphlet entitled, “History of Weather Records in 
Kansas,” by 8. D. Flora, former senior meteorologist for Kansas, 
was published in mimeographed form in June, 1949. According to 
Mr. Flora, weather records were first kept in Kansas in July, 1827, 
at the post hospital, Cantonment (now Fort) Leavenworth. The 
first civilian weather observers began keeping records in 1857 at 
Lawrence and Mapleton. Weather records have been kept at one 
time or another at 432 points in Kansas. There are now 240 sta- 
tions distributed over the state. 
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Oil! Titan of the Southwest, published by the University of Ok- 
lahoma Press, is a new 467-page book by Carl Coke Rister. Chap- 
ter 3, “From Paola to Neodesha, Kansas,” is devoted to the history 
of the early oil discoveries in eastern and southeastern Kansas. A 
company formed by G. W. Brown of Lawrence made one of the 
earliest attempts to find oil in that region. Drilling was started on 
the first well, near Paola, in June, 1860, but oil in paying quantities 
was not found. 


The Lost Pathfinder—Zebulon Montgomery Pike, by W. Eugene 
Hollon, is the title of a 240-page book published recently by the 
University of Oklahoma. Pike, born in 1779 in New Jersey, is best 
known for his two Western expeditions in the period 1805-1807, on 
the second of which he discovered the mountain in present Colorado 
which bears his name. He was killed in action in 1813, during the 
War of 1812. 


Addendum and Breton. Volume XVII 


The article, “Over Early Shawnee Trails With Olathe’s Charley Hoge,” 
mentioned on p. 202, line 22, was written by Frank Hodges. 


Page 28, line 16, read “1855” instead of “1885.” 
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